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PREFACE. 



There is a local interest attached to mountain 
scenery, arising not only from a natural con- 
centration of grand and majestic objects, but 
also from a spirit of independence and ardent 
love of liberty with which the mountaineer, 
invariably, seems to be inspired. 

The great deeds of Leonidas were done 
amidst the rocks and glens; — Switzerland 
displays her hatred of tyranny in an undying 
affection for the memory of Tell ; — while from 
the chivalrous exploits of Glandwr, brandish- 
ing high the torch of liberty, a stream of light 
has issued, that seems to have poured its rays 
into the deepest recesses of his native glens. 

The demi-anarchy of the feudal system 
occasioned the erection, in Gwynedd, of many 
stately castles, whose donely ruins now adorn 
the petty kingdoms they once overawed. And 
in the violent struggles of the ancient Briton 
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to preserve his wild home fr<Mn Saxon intra^ 
sion, originated those yet more splendid par 
laces, that illustrate like monuments, or like 
medals, the history of likose periods in which 
they, were erected. 

Notwithstanding the great power by which 
the Cambrians were overthrown, and the 
healing measures subsequently pursued to 
obtain a willing submission to their con-^ 
querors, the draught appears to have been 
imbittered by the introduction of some ingre^ 
dient not easily detected by historical analysis ; 
for, as a people, the ancient Britons are still 
totally distinct from the parent state in cus- 
toms, manners, dressy in feelings, and in lan- 
guage. The tenacity with which they adhere 
to their primitive toi^e, tends to a disso- 
ciation from the greater part of the enipire, 
and contributes to the pres^vation, by inter- 
marriages amongst themselves and otherwise, 
of a state of society peculiar and extraordinary 
as existing in the very bosom of the British 
isles. 

The Isaurians were a small nation in the 
heart of the Roman empire; they dwelt among 
mountains; they saw civilization on every side, 
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yet they rejected it with scom, and, on occa- 
sion, found employment for the legions through 
several ages. 

The CambriftiKs have not despised civiliza- 
tion, but have rather so engrafted it upon the 
ancient stem, that the variation in the tree is 
scarce perceptible. The fruit however proves 
fair and wholesome. A nation is produced, 
of such proverbial gentleness, that although 
the envious attribute it to the obscurity of 
their abode, the legislature must appreciate 
the moral value of subjects who ' are honest 
from a love of justice, and governed without 
expense. 

To illustrate the scenery of a country pos- 
sessing so large a portion of natural beauty, 
abounding in so many records of eminent 
persons and remarkable events, and occupied 
by a peasantry peaceful, innocent, and happy, 
presents a favourable opportunity for the 
production of a work both of amusement and 
interest. If these ends shall not have been 
happily attained, there is still one more valu- 
able recommendation in reserve, that is, the 
moral tendency of the whole. 

The inhabitants of North and South Wak 
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are to be considered as quite distinct. They 
9peak different dialects of the ancient lan- 
guage, are sprung from a different ancestorial 
stock, and, in the Southern half of the prin- 
cipality, the arts and manufactures of England 
are introduced and cultivated with the most 
entire success. 

The selection and arrangement of the 
graphic illustrations, which precede each his^ 
toric sketch, are influenced by two circuni- 
stances. First, a desire to include scenes 
intimately connected with the most interesting 
periods of local history, and, secondly, a* wish 
to introduce a number of picturesque views 
sufficient to convey a distinct idea of the 
peculiar features of a country so romantic. 

Notwithstanding the small cabinet size to 
which public convenience limits each deline- 
ation, truth and expression will uniformly be 
found associated, accompanied also by a clear- 
ness rarely attained in engravings executed 
on such a miniature scale. 
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ANGLESEA. 



Anglesea, the Mona of ihe Romans and the Mon* 
or Ultima Thule of its still more ancient occupants, 
is the most western county of North Wales. Its 
shores are washed on the north, west, and south by 
the waves of the Irish sea, while the Maenai strait 
insinuates itself between this shire and Caernarvon. 
Here the beautiful scenery associated with the name 
of Cambria is only to be enjoyed in the distant 
prospect, the level, unwooded surface of the island 
/ presenting nothing of pictorial or romantic interest. 

Only two eminences of any consequence, vary the 
monotony of the landscape, Holyhead Mountain and 
Parry*s Hill, the latter containing that wonderfully 
productive mine of copper, whence two families, 
now ennobled, have drawn the chief parts of their 
princely fortunes. 

The consecrated groves of this district, suited to 

* Sir Ffotit is the name still applied to this countj by the Welsh, 
as ^ell in their oonyersatioisal as in their written commanioations. 
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the deep and wild mysteries of the arch-druid, be- 
came extinct soon after the destruction of the order 
itself by the Romansi under Agricola ; but the cele- 
bration of the savage festivals of this mysterious 
people — 

" Rites of sach strange potency 

As done in open day, wonid dim the son, 

Tboagh throned in noontide brightness/' 

are attested by the existence of numerous cromlechs, 
circles, and sacriticing stones, in every direction 
over the island. 

The Cambrian Alps present a scene of great 
beauty, dignity, and sublimity, to the inhabitants of 
Anglesea. Emerging from the sea below Caenar- 
von Bay, and ascending gradually to their point of 
culmination in the peak of Snowdon, they descend 
again in shattered ridges towards the north, where 
the lofty Penmaen Mawr terminates the chain. No 
rivers of importance diversify the surface of this 
insulated county ; but the banks of the Maenai strait 
are delightfully wooded and adorned with numerous 
seats and villas. The towns of Caernarvon and Beau- 
maris, as well as the city of Bangor, are agreeably 
seated on its opposing shores. 



M^XAI BRIDGE. 

* 

The union of Ireland with Great Britain ren- 
dered it an object of paramount importance to 
facilitate and expedite communication between 
the capitals of both kingdoms. The shortness and )• 
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secyrity of the vojage between Holyhead and 
Howth at once suggested the advantage of im- 
proving the line of road through North Wales to 
Shrevi'sbury, and so on to the metropolis of the 
united kingdom. In the year 1810 a select com- 
mittee was appointed by the House of Commonsi 
to inquire into the best mode of accomplishing this 
desirable end, and, amongst the valuable improve- 
ments recommended by them, none have given so 
remarkable and so dignified a character to their 
proceedings, as the suggestion of throwing a sus- 
pension bridge across the Maenai, a deep and rapid 
strait, where delay always attended transmission, 
and danger not unfrequently. Amongst the many 
melancholy tales of disasters that befel passengers 
in crossing Porthaethwy *, two possess a lamentable 
notoriety, from the number of souls then hurried 
in an instant to a watery grave. On the 5th of 
August, 1820, the ferry boat was overturned, con- 
taining twenty-six passengers, of which number 
but one escaped with life ; and thirty-seven years 
before an event of increased horror happened here 
in a sipilar way, w^hen sixty-nine poor beings 
perished, one only, as before, escaping^ It is a 
singular fact that the name of the survivor in both 
instances was Hugh Williams. The Msenai, or 
" Narrow Water," is about fifteen miles in length, its 
breadth varying from two miles to two hundred 
yards. Six ferry stations have been established on 

* Porth-aeth-hwy, means the passage which had been crossed 
before. 

B 2 



4 SCENES fN NPRTH \I:ALES. 

it» banks aii^retbefeigfi of: Htnty \he Ei^th, v^ho 
gDUiHd : lite of ibem (to WillMiaA Gaffard. Tfa«#p sU« 
lions passed Bitbsequef^l^:mt9itk« po$9eMion of: tb? 
Bulkeley family^ and were afterwards diftp^fSd 
aniongst vatioua owo^r^w « Porthlt^tbwyi tor Bd^gor 
Feri7> when the idisaof .co«otvuc4ing:a Unidf/^ o>v^f 
the strait was first suggestidd^ iwa^ found t^ bo'.tk<^ 
|»roperty of Lady £f ak^ie^ fjroin wboni it^ wfi^ puff 
chased at the expanse of twenty^six tUouspnd- ^h^?^ 
Imndred and nhieiy-four pounds^ bein^ x\iit\y y^s 
purchase^ according to .an average of th^ dnpual Wr 
c^ipts for a number of years preceding* . 

Various designs were presented, by Mr« Te^f^dy 
for the adoption of the committee, from amoAgsi 
Mhich a suspension bridge was selected, ^h^st 
apeciea of structure is now very generally pref^rr^d, 
chiefly where cenlering is attended with. difficuHy 
and expense; but it is by no means a a^odern iur 
vention. It has long bisen known to the easter^jft 
countries: a JibooUi or suspension bridge, Wjas 
found amongst the inhabitants of the Himala vales^ 
on the river Touse, in the East Indies^ by Jilr. Frazey; 
and an ingenious and well executed work ^f this 
descriptioii mado of bide^ropes, was discovered by 
Captain Hall, on the river Maypo in South America* 
The magnitude of the Masnai Bridge, and the boU«- 
ness of the design render it still the most interesting 
and woiHkrful work of the kind in. existence; and^ 
a]tlK)ugh the bridge' of Avignoiii possesses a span <of 
&ve hundred feet^ and ia.dso ft truly admirable >A^ork» 
yelt'itiisistill inferior in the breadth of tlie {^rindpA) 



9p2Lti^ tlie iieight eto^^ th«i t^^er^li^vety'ttnel^i^doiii 
sti^uct€d in a sildaMti'Vvliei^e tAere) existed liitkdiih^ 
fi<^lilty in placing each life^,i^pin;! and l>o!t>-aq iheit 
rtJotted berfhSi ' ' " " • -' v ] 

The Maeuai BrWge coii&wtsf- 6f on^ prinetptd 
opening, tbeiM*8fi0dibo#whkhy between ibe cmitcel 
e^ the supporting p^raniids^ is five bnriidred and sixty 
fbel^ in addition to mi&ch sp^eibiis 'wiiterway tbcne 
afe Fokiir oipobes of stone on' the A^giesea sidi^y and 
three on the Oaerncnrvon, 'to complete th« eomirni* 
nicafion, eardi having a span of fifty f«ejty "wilb a 
springing line sixty-five feet above the level of high 
f^ater, -spring tides. The ^bolo breadtb. of 'the 
cbatn^l, or rather length of the bridge, amouiils to 
eight bundled and eighty feet^ and the roadWay is 
elevated one hundred feet above the surface of high 
water. The sea-end of each series of arches is 
terminated by a pyramid, rising fifty feet above the 
4evel of the rondway; over the summits of these 
piorss ^ixben supporting^ chains, from which a bori- 
asotital roadway is suspended by vertical iron rods> 
linked at their Lower extremities with the sleepers of 
f^ roadway. The whole breadth of the roadway 
is^ divided into two carriage traces, each twelve 
feet braady and a fooftpatfa of four feet in breadth, in 
the intermediate space, each protected by guards 
lenf'incfaes in height and six in thickness. The 
^carriage ways psss through arohes constructed in 
ihe supporling pyranrids, and^ to prevent ibe p06» 
stbibty of a coliision of vehicle»yare continued seps- 
tatetio* die land esitremkie^of each sends of urohes^ 

In order to obtain a safe tenure for the m^ijo 
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chains, the extreme links are enlarged and pierced 
with eyes, through which strong « iron bolts are 
passed, constituting a species of framework, and 
the whole mass imbedded securely in the solid rock. 
The sixteen chains are formed into four lines of 
suspension, extending one thousand seven hundred 
and fourteen feet in length ; five hundred and seventy-* 
nine and a half of which form a catenary curve, 
between the pyramids, from which the roadway is 
suspended. A weight of six hundred and thirty- 
nine tons, nineteen hundred and nine pounds, is, 
suspended between the pyramids, and the esti- 
mated weight of the iron work, from one extremity 
of the suspension chains to the other, amounts to 
two thousand one hundred and thirty tons, eighteen 
hundred being of wrought iron and only three 
hundred and thirty of cast. To give the iron 
work a fair bearing in their respective chambers, the 
following precaution was adopted : each bar and pin 
were wrapped in flannel, saturated with white lead 
and oil, and, to establish close and impenetrable 
joints, Borradaile's patent felt was introduced be- 
tween them, eight thousand superficial feet of which 
3)K^re consumed in this manner. The floor is com- 
posed of three strata of planks, the first three inches 
in thickness, the middle and the lowest two inches 
each, layers of patent felt being introduced between 
the planking strata. Twenty-four thousand seven 
hundred and ninety feet of felt were consumed in the 
roadway alone. Screens, or trellis- work of light bars 
protect each side, and permit the breezes to pass 
freely through; and a handrrail of African oak directs 
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and confines the hesitating steps of the foot pas- 
senger. The floor of the suspended part frequently 
assumes an arched appearance^ which is not its 
original form, but arises from a contraction in the 
chains on the land side of the pyramids, the effect 
of which; being diffused equally over the chain of 
the suspended part, causes a temporary elevation of 
the roadway. It must be remarked that the sixteen 
main chains recline on saddles on the summits of the 
pyramids, without being attached to them,- whereby 
every contraction or expansion which may occur on 
one side is communicated to the other, and over the 
whole, without any danger of rocking or disturbing 
the masonry. 

In the construction of the stone arches the same 
care and scientific knowledge are displayed which 
characterize every part of this noble work. The 
arches on each side, adjacent to the main piers, are 
semicircular, the others are less segments gradually 
diminishing as they approach the land : the crowns 
continuing parallel to the roadway admit a hand* 
some entablature and cornice. A beautiful marble, 
raised at Penmon in Anglesea, is employed in the 
mason work, and Aberdaw lime was used in bedding 
the blocks that were laid under water. 

The first stone of this great work was laid^ without 
ceremony, by W. A. Provis, Esq. on the 10th of 
August, 1820; it is a block of marble about three 
tons in weight, placed in the centre of the sea 
front of the main pier erected on Ynys-y-Moch. 
Messrs. Straplian and Hall contracted for the exe- 
cution of the masonry. 
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Orilha 20th dKiy of Apfil> 1096^ ih€^:6t^t 
lebtm was. tbmwii acgMi«Mbe atrM^itt pflwsei]oet«£^n 
JURdnsnae^ <H>090ur4e af sp^u^t&rw^ iktilwlf .flfrady 
aod abeni hidf pasti iym "(^'dock^ p^ m^ a -raf^ <fl»- 
iioiied oaw the Caeoiafy^oatMfe- ooast^ -beaiiiig a 
part of the xbain iftt^nd^d to be raiittd^ was tfi^ed 
from its moocurgs^ and towed by four boat^^ cbHii 
tbe current o£.t)ie tide, to the centre of the slmit 
between the pynunid^ or raain piers : wben tbfe f9dt 
was placed in itS: proper position it was secured to 
buojs ftschored in tbe channel for that purpoee. 
This first operatmi occupied a space of twenty-five 
jadtnutes. The end of the chain, hanging from tbe 
top of tbe pyramid on the Caernarvonshir.e side, 
was then bolted to one end of the obain laid upofi 
the raft, while two powerful blocks were attached 
to tlie other end, for the purpose of raising it over tlie 
saddle^ of the Anglesea pier. This being cwipleted, 
two capstans with twenty*four men at. each, and two 
preventive capstans, employing an equal number of 
hands, were set to work. To ensure equability in 
the rotatory motion of the principal capstan, a fifer 
was at hand who continued to play a lively tune, to 
which the men stepped with regularity, having been 
previously trained to do so. At fifty minutes after 
four o^clock the bolt which completed the whole 
line of chain was fixed, so that from the first un- 
moorii^ of the raft to the uniting of those portions 
of the cbaio. ^n^bkh hane their; extremities, made fast 
inthe abores^of tbe.twooppo^te counties, only two 
hours. mid :tiii£)il(sr miouli^s : wore consumed. Upon 
the completion of this important step, upon the 



ustecess^of trbtetr all tothe^r ad^^dnces^nfkely de- 
;peiided) tbe £K»ett>lrfed' orow<Jt garve wajr to ittueh 
•eatbusiaslic exprewia^ti <tf- atbniraliM : three of the 
vorkmen^^ iff th<e ardour of the moment^ hail the great 
good fortune do sacceed itt* walking across upon the 
tipper sfirfaee of tfae ch^m, aM a shoemaker from 
Bangor seated himself near the centre of the curve, 
and there drove the last sparable into one of those 
use^t prodactidns of his art, called clogs. 

Et is a trthtite jitstty due to the scientific projector 
€^ t^is stupenddtts wo#k, while we admire its beauty^ 
al^ to ackno^ ledge its utility and entire success ; 
and posterity will yet learn, with gratification^ that 
Mr. Telford has lived to see the offspring of his 
gr^t genius attain an age of maturity, without dimi- 
fiutton of strength or incipient decay. If, when he 
has placed his laurel crown upon its cushion he 
perceives sonie leaves are wanting, let him not 
regret to hear that a few were gathered by his 
** fidus Achates," W. A. Provis : the winds have 
strewn a few more on the grave of Wilson, and 
Haztedine grasps the others that are missing with 
an iron hand. 



BEAUMARIS CASTLET. 



The town of Benumarta, now a fasbioimble watering 
place, containing a permanent pofyola^n of two 
thousand four bundled and. nkiety-scH^en souls, ap- 
pears to hftvo'ortgimted »v>tiie' cire»ttistmi«e- of a 
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castle having been erected here by Edward the First, 
in the year 1295. It subsequently became a place 
of commercial importance, was erected hito a 
borough and constituted the shire-town ; the first of 
these advantages it has been gradually stripped of 
by its enterprising little rivals, Bangor and Caernar- 
von. The situation is low, as the explanation of 
the name Beau marais, the beautiful marsh, indicates, 
but the coup de oeil enjoyed from the marine parade, 
called the Green, as well as from Baron Hill, the 
seat of Sir R. B. Williams Bulkeley, Bart., is a com- 
position both chaste and picturesquely beautiful : 

" Hiberoia*8 eastern sea here Cambria laves, **' 
Aud pours on either shore its restless wares, 
While Meenai's earrents with its waters play, 
Now roll to meet or refluent fiU the bay, 
And circling Priestholm shows its oval steep, 
Emerging boldly from the briny deep." 

Llvfyd's Beaumaris Bay. 

One broad, handsome, and spacious avenue passing 
up the centre of the town, is finely terminated by the 
castle gate, an interesting contrast to the many gay, 
graceful, modern erections which decorate each side 
of the approach. 

Edward the First caused three noble fortresses to 
be erected in North Wales, to curb the spirit of the 
stubborn Welsh; and chose Conway, Caernarvon, 
and Beaumaris for their sites. Of these, Caernar- 
von Castle is by far the most majestic and spa- 
cious pile: Conway enjoys the most picturesque 
position; while the interior of Beaumaris Castle 



i 



BEAUMARIS CASTLE. 1 1 

Strikingly suggests how perilous and uncertain must 
the tenure of human life have been in the feudal ages. 
The royal founder appointed Sir William Pickmore, 
a Gascon, to be constable of the castle and captain 
of the town, situations subsequently held, probably 
with emolument^ but without conferring any mili- 
tary renown upon the possessors. In the reign of 
Henry the Seventh the garrison, which consisted 
of twenty-four men, was withdrawn, during the 
constableship of Sir Rowland Villeville. The Earl 
of Dorset being constable of the castle in 1642, his 
deputy, Thomas Chedle, furnished it with men and 
ammunition ; but Thomas, the first Lord Bulkeley, 
succeeding in 1643, his son Colonel Thomas Bulkeley, 
with the gentlemen of Anglesea, held it for the king 
until the year 1648, when it surrendered upon ho- 
nourable terms to General Mytton. The property 
of the castle is still in the crown, but the constable- 
ship was deservedly restored to the Bulkeley family, 
and is now vested in Sir Robert B. Williams Bulke- 
ley, Bart., the representative of that ancient and 
noble house. Edward is supposed to have imbibed 
that Asiatic style, which pervades the architecture 
of his royal castles, during his expedition to the 
Holy Land. 

The site of this fortress was' adopted for a two- 
fold purpose, both as being well adapted for de- 
fensive operations, and convenient for the landing 
of supplies, by means of a canal which commu- 
nicated with the sea, a portion of which called 
'* Llyn-y-Green" was till lately perceptible. An 



outer biAliui]^ of low but massive and embMhA 
curtains is Banked by ten cireuktr bastion towers: 
those which occupy the angles exceeding consider^ 
aMy in diameter all the intermediate ones. 

The Postern gate opened to the west or land sidey 
and was situated t>etween two ponderous squarft 
towersy which were again flanked by turrets of difr* 
simihr shape and of unequal dimensions* Several 
portcullises appear to have been lowered within the 
long arched*way of this. entrance. Fronting the sea 
there was a second entrance, protected by two irasil 
circular bastion towers, besides the additional se** 
cnrity of successive portcnllises. A massive square 
building overhangs this entrance on the left, and a 
long embattled curtain, extending to the right, 
formerly sheltered those employed on the canal or 
fosse, in supplying the garrison with stores. This 
ktsf singular and irregular work is called *^ the Guf»* 
ner's Walk/' and several large rings, still firmly fixed 
in the masoniy, very sufficiently show thalMrere the 
supply barges of the garrison were anciently moored. 

The envelope is separated from the keep or dta-* 
del by a broad intermural ambulatory^ extending 
entirely round ; a second entrance of fine proportion 
opens a communication with the inner court, be<» 
neath a spacious castellated building, the ground 
plan of which may yet be distinctly traced. This 
is a level area one hundred and ninety feet square, 
from the four corners of which small triangles are 
cut off by tlie enclosing wall. On the north-'WesI 
iid^ df the court, projecting from the curtain wall, 
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Stands a stateljf edifice^ spiriledly and grai^efiilly 4tr 
signed. The froiU; consists of twQ.ttofiesi; ibe 
upper adorned witb five .poioled windows <0£ lufs^- 
dimensions^ furnisbed with arcbftraves o( cuitt sIqh^^ 
and lighting tb« great oouncil baU, which measures 
seventy feet in length': th^e basement is piefcied by 
four amaUer windows and the principal entrance 
door, while the whole is terminated by two beautiful 
round towers, with tapering bases^. in the style of 
modern architectural pavilions. A ground plan 
precisely corresponding with that of the council 
hail may be traced amidst the ruins on tlie opposite 
side of die court, but bow far their decorations re- 
sembled, each other must continue to be matter of 
conjecture. To all these ancient castles a chapel 
is uniformly found attached, a circumstance which 
some historians attribute to the superstition, others, 
more charitably, to the piety of our ancestors. The 
little ecclesiastic edifice included within the walls 
of this "ilwtl.e rather argues the possession of the 
latter quality, from its unostentatious style and cir- 
cuniscribed dimensions. The walls and roof are still 
entire, the former decorated with pointed recesses, 
and the latter groined and supported by ribs spring- 
ing from pilasters ; while three lancet-windows, or 
rather loop-holes, at the eastern end, appear to 
have been the only means for the admission of light, 
that this modest little oratory ever possessed* From 
the thickness of the wail surrounding the inner court 
a gallery is gained, by means of which communica- 
tion is preserved with every part of the citadel, and 
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several square apertures, opening into recesses in 
the side walls of the gallery, are conjectured, by 
Grose the antiquarian, to have been the mouths of 
so many dungeons, yawning for their prey. 

Part of the inner area is desecrated into a tennis 
court : desecrated, for a ruin is a sacred thing, rooted 
for ages in the soil, identified with it, and considered 
as a work of nature rather than of art. It is a de- 
posit, of which the very proprietor is esteemed but 
the guardian, for the amusement, admiration, and 
instruction of posterity. 



HOLYHEAD CHURCH. 

This is the principal seaport in the Island of Angle, 
sea, as well as the most important packet station for 
Irish communication on the western coast. The 
arrival of the steam packet is the cliief incident of 
each day, and in auspicious weather a fotrrth part 
of the inhabitants are frequently assembled as spec- 
tators. The situation of the town is naturally ex- 
posed and bleak^ but it has attained an appearance 
of respectability, cleanliness, and something of com- 
merce, by the formation of an excellent asylum 
harbour, where vessels of any burden may take 
shelter, and by the completion of the Parliamentary 
road, which, commencing at Shrewsbury, passes 
through the Cambrian Alps, and terminates its useful 
object at the pier of Holyhead. The town and its 
local circumstances do not constitute au agreeable 
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landscape, but there are still many objects of deep 
interest here, which deserve a separate and individual 
examination. From the summit of the mountain 
overhanging the town, a prospect extensive and 
gratifying may be enjoyed ; the highest apex, just 
seven hundred feet above the sea, commands a view 
of the whole Snowdonian chain of mountains, appa- 
rently rising from the plains of Anglesea, at a dis- 
tance of twenty miles; while to the west the Wicklow 
mountains are seen, upon a clear day, to hang over 
the green waters of the Irish sea. The ancient 
church is not without its attractions to the inquiring 
mind ; it occupies the site of a monastery founded by 
Saint Cybi in the fourth century, and bore on its north 
wall this inscription, " Sancte Kybi ora pro nobis." 
Part of the churchyard wall is of Roman architec- 
ture, and was pierced with small square apertures, a 
practice usual with that people in all mural enclo- 
sures. The probability of the Romans having ad- 
vanced so far across the island, is increased by the 
discovery of coins and other reliques of that warlike 
nation in the vicinity of Holyhead. King George 
the Fourth sailed for Ireland from this port in the 
year 1821, an event commemorated in a 'spirited 
manner by the erection of a fine open colonnade 
thrown across the pier, near to the spot where his 
Majesty embarked. 
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CAERNARVONSHIRE. 

This is not only the most mouDtainous and pic- 
turesque of the six northern shires of Wales^ but 
retains more distinct characteristics of a peculiar 
people, and greater primitiveness of customs and 
manners than any of the remaining counties. Here 
the Cambrian Alps are seen in all the dignity and 
sublimity attached to space restricted only by the 
grand natural boundaries of mountain, lake, wood, 
and river. The district included between the moun- 
tains and the sea, as well as the whole promontory 
of Lleyn, consists of fertile land, enjoys an agreeable 
and cheerful aspect, and<is adorned with the seats of 
many wealthy landed proprietors. From the highest 
part of this inclining plain, a surface, possessing an 
endless variety of form, swells with inconceivable 
rapidity, nor ceases until it attains the vast height of 
three thousand seven hundred and fifty- nine feet 
above the sea in its ambitious throws. This point, 
called " Y WyddfFa," the Conspicuous, is the summit 
of Snowdon, and the loftiest pinnacle in ancient 
Britain. Two neighbouring rivals, Carneddau David 
and Llewellyn, seem to dispute the lofty throne, 
and reach within a hundred feet of the ancient Cairn 
which crowns the hoary head of the great monarch 
of Snowdonia. The greatest length of Caernarvon- 
shire, i. e. in a direction north and south, is forty- 
five miles, and its mean average breadth about 
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twenty. It is watered by several rivers, whose rocky 
beds abound in noble cataracts, as well as in scenery 
of the most delicate and fascinating character. The 
Conway is probably the richest in each kind of 
subject ; the LIugwy, Lledder, and Ogwen, preserve 
their bold romantic natures until their noisy spirits are 
" deep in the bosom of the ocean buried/' Perhaps 
the placid lakes^ notwithstanding the noiseless tenor 
of their lives, may find more worshippers than even 
the Conway^s majestic tide. Llynnyau Gwynant and 
Crafuant are the most graceful, perfect composi- 
tions; Llynnyau Ogwen and Idwel the most sublime. 
, The mountainous unequal surface of this county 
has not militated against the introduction of new 
and admirable lines of road. It is probable that 
the facility of obtaining a very durable stone, at 
the cost of removal only, has encouraged the con- 
struction of the most beautiful and interesting public 
avenues in the kingdom. The Holyhead commis- 
sioners have carried the British Simplon through the 
flinty rocks of Ogwen and along the wind-swept 
valley of Franc6n. The county engineers have dimi- 
nished the terrors of Penmaen Mawr by descending 
from the beetling cliiF to a judicious and secure path 
along the margin of the sea ; and the new road 
through the pass of Llanberis has rendered these 
scenes of " pleasing horror" accessible to the most 
timid and nervous, who are frequently the best and 
truest appreciators of such mysterious and sublime 
formations. 
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CAERNARVON CASTLE. 

Caernarvon is an ancient borough town^ a favourite 
watering place, and enjoys the benelit of a consi- 
derable export trade in slates of the best quality, 
besides the supply of the interior with wines, coal, 
earthenware, &c. It is surrounded by walls, the space 
enclosed resembling the form of a harp, the royal * 
castle being the head or termination of the upright 
arm, and a fine, broad, marine terrace outside it, now 
constitutes the chief promenade of inhabitants and 
visiters. The local position of Caernarvon is ex- 
tremely beautiful, — the town walls, and long terrace 
are washed by the sea in front ; the river Seiont flows 
round the castle walls, and meets the waters of the 
Msenai beneath its lofty turrets, while Coed- Helen 
Mount impends over the town on the south, Twt- 
Hill on the North, and Moel Eilio and the Snow- 
donian range cross and terminate the distant view. 
There is a striking similitude between the natural 
position of Algiers and that of the town of Caer- 
narvon, as seen from the water. Twt Hill cor- 
responds with the Jewish cemetery ; there is a mount 
also hanging over Algiers on the right, and the terrace 
of Caernarvon is an exact miniature of the famous 
thousand-gun battery of the Turkish city, though hap- 
pily deficient in such a supply of dread artillery. 

The name Caernarfon is compounded of the 
British terms Caer yn ar-ffon, or Mon, the citadel 
in Arfon, or in the district opposite to Mon (An- 
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glesea). It was the ancient Segontium of the Ro- 
mans, and was the only post of consequence in this 
part of Cambria over which the imperial eagle 
flapped his wings. Some fragments of a Roman 
wall are still distinguishable near the town, and out- 
posts, roads, and encampments yet survive in the 
immediate vicinity. 

Upon th« final subjugation of the ancient Britons, 
' in the year 128^, King Edward the First commenced 
the building of a noble castle at Caernarvon. This 
he designed for his royal palace ; and mixing up 
some soothing artifices with the vigorous measures 
of a conquering prince, caused his faithful and 
much beloved queen to be brought hither, at an in- 
teresting moment of her life, where she gave birth to 
Edward, afterwards sirnamed Caernarvon. This was 
the second wily stratagem practised upon the obsti- 
nate Welshmen by King Edward. His first attempt 
to render their fetters less galling, was made by as- 
similating the form of the fortifications of Conway 
and Caernarvon, which were actually species of state 
prisons, to the likeness and disposition of the arms 
of a harp. 

Caernarvon is the largest of Edward's castles, and 
is probably still the most entire ; the river Seiont 
and the Maenai strait washed the walls on two sides, 
and a deep fosse, originally crossed by a draw- 
bridge, completed the watery circuit. The entrance 
possesses an air of much grandeur. It is a lofty 
pointed arch, defended by noble flanking towers, 
and adorned with a colossal figure of the conqueror 
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biiMiiif, sttindliig to tt c^oo^ied nidi^/in'the act of 
ofidU^lhing his swbrd; 'Fhe interbr, trhicb is repre- 
sented iHtheaccoinpaA^iAgvieWyis much more ruined. 
Th6 spartments for il^e aiscoanHodation of the gar* 
rsson are quite biiyi6d''in rcibbii^h. 'Of the etftr^nc^ 
gMesy a fine riMed archway, with the grooves bf fobi* 
successive portcullises^ are still distinct ; the mural 
gaiiery ifs complete nearly round the whoi€l drduit 
of tbetmstle, and the outer walls of the royal sptivU 
meuts,' with the enriched mullions of the windows, 
yet unbroken. From the walls of the great wesfern 
towersy light delicate turrets, of polygonal form^; 
appebr to spring; one of these is ac<iessible by 
stone stairs to the summit, which is adorned with the 
figure of atieagle, said to have been brought hither 
from Segontium by the Saiton king, but more probably 
a species of ornament suggested to the founder by 
the proximity of the Roman citadel, and intended 
to be complimentary to the inhabitants. From the 
observatory, on the top of the eagle tower, there is 
an extensive prospect over the Island of Anglesea, 
the Bay of Caernarvon, and the low lauds along the 
base of the mountains, but it is wholly commanded 
by the hills on either side of the town. 

The graceful archway, called Queen Eleanor^s 
gate, does not appear to have been a portal of en- 
trance* Froni^this a platfoi^ may have t>een lowered, 
on which the queen mother appeared holding forth 
her n^al infant towards the assembled chieftains, 
andj aft^r the performance of this great mockery, 
restored to ¥ls 'Secure fastenings in the wall; but no 



s^liaffictory evicJciKje api^ars of ^y eiitripi?ei^.p^$^ 
e^p^pt tbe ^liief .one . meuiion€}d |Mrevioiisly^ a^d)tbf^ 
H'atei;^g4te.dt Xhe- vveaterii :«Ad of the casde. Tl)e 
JS^v^bQraughi Eulkele^', aiKi Moslyn ffkmlm.ha^^ 
$u,cpeii$ively been vested with the governmeRt of the 
tpwn .and coBstabl^hip of the castlei cares n^y 
en^r^sted to the Manquis of Anglesea* 
i The town walls are still perfect, aod inleresting 
0^ ih^ mitiquary. A handsome assembly room has 
been (itted up within the towers of the principei- 
gfvte^ at the expense of Sir Watkyn W, Wynne, 
Bar^, An elegant chapel of ease occupies the 
northern angle of the walls^ and includes one of the 
lai^e rounders ; and a beautiful barbacau; in advance 
of the water-gate, is in the most entire preservation. 
Caernarvon is situated in the parish of Llanbehlig, 
and the parish church, an auciei^t edifice, dedicaited 
to Saint Publicius, stands at the distance of about- 
o|)e mile from the castle. 



SNOWDON, FROM CAPEL CURIG. 

1'he Cairn, or Camedd, on the summit of Snowdou 
is elevated three thousand seven huiidred and fiftv- 
nine feet above the level of the sea. This is the 
highest of the north Cambrian chain, and ^ill sup* 
posed to be the loftiest hill in Great Britain; It 
raises its grand pinnacle above an extensive Qtoun'^ 
tain range, constituting, the ancient f^res^l of ^owi*> 
dpnia, which was felled by the S^s^opa idonal^Gt^ to 
build their navy. And, though not a tree or stem 
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adorns its scathed brow, yet so lately as the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, the civil list contained this item, 
*' Annual Fee of the Chief Forester of Snowdon, 
11/. 8^." a sum by no means inconsiderable at the 
period alluded to. 

The great mountain region, of which Snowdott 
constitutes the leading feature, and to which it lends 
its Saxon epithet of Snowy, originates northward in 
the Penmaenmawr, and spreading over great part 
of Caernarvonshire, returns again and dips into the 
sea in the Reifels, three beautiful conical mountains 
overhanging the bay of Caernarvon. These hills 
bound a prospect from the centre of Anglesea, pic* 
turesque, sublime, and graceful, but, like many 
scenes in human life, upon a nearer approach, are 
comfortless, forlorn, and desolate. The ambition 
of most tourists is to attain the dizzy height of 
Snowdon, and, although the approaches are nume- 
rous, none are free from difficulty, and some even 
attended with danger. From the melancholy vale 
of Llanberis the height is greater in proportion as 
the surface of the vale is depressed. The access 
from Llyn Cwellyn is less difficult, but more tedious 
than others. The charms of Beddgelert compensate 
for the remoteness of the goal, while the elevation 
of Capel Curig is to be subtracted from the whole 
absolute height, leaving the inquisitive tourist a large 
balance of perpendicular ascent in his favour. Snow- 
don from Capel Curig presents a grand spectacle; the 
vale in the foreground watered by two fine pools, and 
on each side skreeus are formed of huge dark moun- 
tains, enclosing a great vista, leading the eye directly 
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up against the shattered front of Snowdon. As the 
point of view approaches^ the aerial complexion of 
the great pinnacled mass is lost, and new features^ 
new wonders, are successively displayed. Illusions 
here are ever varying. The transient circumstances 
of a thunder cloud, — the streaming of a sunbeam, 
casting partial gleams upon the precipices, — tlie dark 
shadows that follow and figure out unforeseen in- 
equalities, — then sweeping over the mountain's brow, 
involving all in momentary obscurity, — and, lastly, 
resigning all to the full possession of the solar beams, 
all contribute in a most happy manner to augment 
the s^stonishment and gratification of the spectator. 

The view from the summit is inexpressibly grafid, 
although much impeded by the elevation and prox* 
imity of other mountains, Carneddau David and 
Llewellyn particularly, — the former being three 
thousand four hundred and twenty-seven feet above 
the sea, the latter three thousand four hundred and 
sixty-nine. It however commands an extensive 
prospect towards South Wales and the sea, and dis- 
plays a wonderful chart of all North Wales to the 
spectator. The view at first is incomplete and 
scarce intelligible, but gradually distinct and sepa- 
rate hills unfold themselves; the broken, abrupt, 
and intersecting outlines seem now and then to 
retire, as if by some supreme and invisible working, 
and permit an oblique glimpse into a deep vale 
below. Frequently a gigantic mass just shows itself 
by a distant partial gleam, and after awakening the 
highest expectation, leaves the fancy ^^ to paint the 
forms of things unseen," The shape or form of 
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Snowdon is uncommon and picturesque. Its groimd 
plan or base, if such terms be applicable or just, is 
cruciformed, each arm supporting a great mural 
precipice, along the ridges of which lie the perilous 
pathways to the highest point, and in the inter* 
vening angles sleep dark, cold pools. The summit 
ridge, when seen from a distance, appears of a 
triple-headed form, like the impression of a vast fes- 
toon of clouds just dropped upon it. The points or 
ridges are usually called WyddfFa, Crib y-Distyll and 
Crib-Coch, or the red ridge. The passage of the last 
is hazardous, from the shortness and slippery quality 
of the grass at those seasons of the year when the 
mountain may be approached. It is from this cause- 
way that two stones thrown from the same spot, one 
to either side, and with a moderate force, will reach, 
it is said, an interval of three thousand feet asunder 
at the period of their rest from falling. 



BANGOR CATHEDRAL. 

The city of Bangor is one of the most prosperous 
and improving seaports on the Welsh coast. Its 
position, at the embouchure of the Cegin river and 
entrance of the Msenai strait, has given it a natural 
commercial superiority, an advantage spiritedly and 
wisely improved by the principal proprietor in the 
vicinity. The city occupies a narrow piece of ground, 
bounded on the east by a precipitous hill, and on the 
west by the bishop's lands and the Msenai strait. Exten- 
sion is inconvenient, from the Necessity of lengthening 



tb^^ maun &veiua4S, alreildj^^iie^niUmlong, whehe^V''' 
^ditional houses in ^a <pro^r ^hbcou^fare'line^ n^a 
ijuir^d* Haadspme .a«)ABiihly'-ro«m0are cbostvo'dCMlv ' 
over the loarkethaU: convewbetH i(»dgii^:hcxo$e8 are J 
ei:ected in. tl^e lower part of the mty, Hnd i»ai^y<' 
e^^gaot vilh|8 in tbf iipmefiidte neighbourhood ^ 
besides which« the Jitin^rousr visiters who A^qu^^t 
this s^reeable r^ppV Either for the benefit of sea 
bathingy the bracing iBfluetioe of a fountain bree2:id, 
or the gralificataon of examining the noble d^^ign of 
the Msenai Bridge, have further accommodation ' 
aQbrtded theiia at the spack^usaod ekgant inns pro- 
vided for their reception. H. D. Pennant, Esq. the 
heir and representative of the noble bouse of Penrhyn, 
is the chief proprietor and munificent patron of this 
pl^qe. To him, and to his amiable predecessor, 
Lady. Penrhyn, this ne^hbourhood is indebted for 
the stability of its trade, as well as for the rapidity 
of its growth. The slate quarries of Dolawen, 
whence the Bangor slates, as they are generally 
called, are brought, are about seven miles distant 
from the sea-side. Here from fifteen hundred to two 
thousand hands are constantly engaged in quarrying 
metal, and fashioning it into slates. In the process 
of manufacturing the aid of machinery is embraced, 
and the powerful press of Bramah is used for crush- 
ing and splitting the metal. When formed into the 
clashes or sizes designated by the fanciful distinctions 
of Queens, Duchesses, Counte^es, and Ladies^ they 
are transported by a rail-road of seven miles in length, 
(one of the earliest introdoced into Wales,) to the 
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quay of Port Penrhyn^ the terminatiofa and consum- 
matioD of the great and enterprising scheme^ accom- 
plished at individual risk and expense^ to promote 
the conveyance of the Bangor slates to all the markets 
of Europe and America/ Whatever modern im- 
portance Bangor possesses is attributable to the suc- 
cessful conduct of these quarries, and its commercial 
value will always be found to rise and fall with the 
prosperity of this trade alone. 

Immediately adjoining the north-eastem extremity 
of the principal street, the noble demesne of Mr. 
Pennant originates, and spreads over a wooded 
surface of considerable area. His castle occupies 
the site of a palace, erected in the year 7^0, by 
Roderic Moelwynog, the last British Prince of Wales, 
who flourished in the eighth century. The ancient 
palace was destroyed by Meredydd ap Owain in the 
year 72B, ^nd not rebuilt until some time in the 
reign of Henry the Sixth, when Gwillim ap Gryf- 
fydd raised a stately castle here. This last building 
endured for many years, and was ultimately subjected 
to renovation by the hand of a Wyatt ; but ^ven this 
judicious restoration was unable to render it suitable 
to the rapidly accumulating wealth which the hills 
of Dolawen poured out upon the board of their 
fortunate possessor. From a noble design of Mr. 
Hopper, in a bold and pure Saxon style, a castle 
has been erected on the ancient site. The style is 
uncommon, rarely introduced in domestic architec 
ture, and applicable only where the scale is great 
and the means ample. In this instance the materials, 
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a beautiful dark marble^ contribute much to increase 
the dignity and grandeur of the design, upon which 
probably one hundred thousand pounds have already 
been expended. A fine specimen of the Hirl&s, or 
ancient British drinking horn, bearing the initials of 
Piers Gryfydd, graven upon the silver mounting, is 
preserved in the castle of Penrhyn. The castle of 
Bangor is not to be confounded with that of Penrhyn 
just described. It was founded some time in the 
reign of William Rufus, by Hugh, Earl of Chester, 
but, little of its history survives, and even the ground 
plan now is with difficulty traced. 

The process of quarrying, dressing, and preparing 
slates for public market, and the fanciful titles by 
which the various sizes are now uniformly designated, 
are very happily, playfully, and truly described in the 
following irregular verses. They are the production 
of the late Mr. Leycester, who was for many years 
a judge on the North Wales circuit, while the old 
system of judicature was tolerated. 

It has tralj been said, as we all mast deplore. 

That Grenyille and Pitt made peers bj the score ; 

Bat now 'tis asserted, unless I have blandered, 

There's a man who makes peeresses here by the handred; 

He regards neither GrenTille, nor Portland, nor Pitt, 

But creates them at once without patent or writ. 

By the stroke of the hammer, without the king's aid, 

A Lady, or Countess, or Duchess is made. 

Yet high is the station from which they are sent. 

And all their great titles are got by descent ; 

And when they are seen in a palace or shop. 

Their rank they presenre, and are still at the top. 

Yet no merit tb^y claim from their birth or connexion. 

But derive their chief worth from their native complexion. 

C 2 
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And all the best jodges prefer, it is said, 

A Conntess in bine to a Dachess in red. 

This Conntess or Lady, though crowds may be present. 

Submits to be dress'd by the hands of a peasant ; 

And yon'll see, when her Grace is but once in his clutches^ 

With how little respect he will handle a Duchess. 

Close united they seem, and yet all who have tried them. 

Soon discover how easy it is to divide them. 

No spirit have they, they are thin as a lath. 

The Countess wants life and the Duchess is flat. 

No passion or warmth to the Countess is known. 

And her Grace is as cold and as hard as a stone ; 

And I fear you will find, if you watch them a little, 

That the Countess is frail, and the Duchess is brittle ; 

Too high for a trade, without any joke. 

Though they never are bankrupts, they often are broke. 

And though not a soul either pilfers or cozens, 

They are daily shipped off and transported by dozens. 

In France, Jacobinical France, We have seen 
How thousands have bled by the fierce guillotine ; 
But what's the French engine of death to compare 
To the engine which Greenfield and Bramah prepare. 
That democrat engine, by which we all know 
Ten thousand great Duchesses fall at a blow. 

And long may that engine its wonders display. 
Long level with ease all the rocks in its way. 
Till the vale of Nant Francon of slates is bereft. 
Nor a Lady, nor Countess, nor Duchess be left. 

The see of Bangor extends over all Anglesea, and 
parts of Caernarvonshire, Denbigh, and Montgomery. 
It was most probably founded, or at all events a 
monastic establishment was formed here, in the year 
525y by St. Deiniol, who was at first abbot, and after- 
wards bishop. The name Bangor may signify ** the 
White Choir," or the " High Choir," and is found 
applied to an ecclesiastic institution in Flintshire, as 
well as to a famous religious house in the County of 
Down, in the North of Ireland. The subject of this 
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description was distinguished by the preiix " Fawr," 
or great, to mark its superiority. The original 
church existed to the time of the Saxon intrusion, 
when it was wholly demolished by that fierce and 
relentless people. In the year 1212 it was restored 
in a style of much magnificence by John, King of 
England, but it was again much injured in 12479 
during the contentions between Henry the Third of 
England and the Welsh nobles. The demon of 
destruction once more visited this sacred edifice in 
the year 1402, when it was wholly reduced to ashes 
by a violent conflagration. This occurred in the 
civil wars, kindled by the brave and artful chieftain, 
Owain Glandwr. For ninety years there was no 
resuscitation of the embers ; no pious prelate wore 
the wealthy mitre of this see, who preferred the 
honour of the church to all earthly considerations, 
until the reign of Henry the Seventh, when the 
learned and amiable Bishop Deane commenced the 
reedification of the cathedral, by erecting the present 
beautiful choir at his own expense. From an in- 
scription over the western entrance, it appears that 
the tower and nave were added by Bishop Skiffington, 
in 1532, whose heart was deposited in Bangor 
Cathedral, but his body removed to the Cistercian 
monastery of Beaulieu in Hampshire, of which he 
had previously been abbot. The conduct of Bishop 
Bulkeley has afforded matter of much disputation 
amongst ecclesiastical writers : it is asserted, on one 
side, that this prelate dishonoured the mitre, which 
should have graced his brow, by spoliating the see 
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of its estates, and the cathedral of its plate and 
bells ; others assure us, with great earnestness, that 
Bulkeley did not alienate or abstract the property 
of the see, but that, on the contrary, be was a 
benefactor of the church and diocese, and that this 
was a calumny raised against the church by Godwin, 
who thought proper to direct his venomous shaft 
against the establishment through the character of 
this respectable prelate. 

Dr. Warren re-edified and improved the whole 
structure ; and during the long incumbency of Dr. 
Majendie, still farther decorations were accomplished. 
The choir is handsome, though wanting height, and 
is lighted by a noble pointed window with stone 
muUions. The eastern transept serves as a parish 
church, in which Welsh service is performed ; and 
the nave has lately been converted into a place of 
worship, for the celebration of the service in English, 
the choir being found inconveniently small during 
the summer season. Though several prelates were 
interred here, no monumental honours have been 
paid them. Morgan requires neither brass or marble 
to make his fame endure; he has erected a more 
eternal monument, and established a more immortal 
name by his learned and laborious translation of the 
Bible into his native tongue. An effigiated tomb, 
occupying an intermural canopy in the south tran- 
sept, is, by some unaccountable tradition, said to 
belong to Owain Glandwr : if so, it can only be a 
cenotaph, as that chieftain was entombed at Moning- 
ton, in Herefordshire, where he expired. The most 
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likely appropriation of this ancient monument is to 
Owain Gwynedd, who was interred here with his 
brother Cadwalader, in the year 1169- The inves- 
ligation of this little historic fact exposes to the 
light the unrelenting spirit of fanaticism and bigotry. 
Owain Gwynedd had displeased the hierarchy by 
marrying his own cousin-german^ for which offence 
his very bones were pursued with the maledictions 
and hatred of Thomas k Becket, who ordered his 
remains to be disinterred and removed from the 
chancel into the cemetery of the cathedral. His 
servants appear to have possessed a more tender and 
christian feeling than the great pontiff himself, and 
in the execution of their pitiful task caused a sub- 
terranean passage to be made from the vault into 
the earth without, thereby evading in some degree 
the sacrilegious charge of exhumation. In the year 
1831 a white marble tablet, bearing a latin inscrip- 
tion, written with much spirit and feeling, was 
erected here to the memory of Goronwy Owen, a 
Welsh bard, who flourished in the last century. He 
was born in the county of Anglesea in the year 1722, 
and the little story of his life is beautifully and briefly 
told in the concluding words of his epitaph. 

" Nallas earn patronns exciperet, id qnod sui neglLranly 
Apod exteros qoerens perfagiam in TransatlantioU terris, 
Obscoras vixit, ignotns obiit." 

Which may be translated. 

At home be felt no patronisiDg band, 
Tben soqgbt its warmth in Transatlantic land. 
Where bowed with poverty, by years o'ergrown. 
He sonk neglected, as he lived anknown. 
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DOLWYDELLAN CASTLE. 

Few parts of ancient Britain, so consecrated bj 
historic recollections, and endowed with so many 
natural graces, appear to be less known than the. 
vale and castle of Dolwydellan. The former is 
nearly a Welsh cwm, or hollow, but more expansive 
than that term in general implies, bounded on. all 
sides by hills of fanciful and picturesque forms, and 
sheltered on the west by the beautiful leaning 
pyramid of Moel Siabod, at whose base the little 
village reposes in tranquillity. Little rocky emi- 
nences, covered with copse-wood or stunted oak, 
decorate the enclosure of the vale, while a scene 
of simple greatness envelopes the whole. 
< In the centre of the valley, and on the summit of 
an isolated rock, on one side precipitous and inacces- 
sible, and on the other easily defensible, stand the. 
remains of the ancient British castle of Dolwydellan, 
It was a royal residence, and a place of defence, 
though now ^' its walls are desolate ; the gray moss 
whitens . the stones ; the fox looks out from the 
window ; and rank grass waves round its head.' 
The castle consisted of two square towers^ each 
containing three stories, connected by a centre, and 
enveloped by a curtain wall, enclosing the whole 
superior surface of the rock. The style of building 
resembles that discoverable in Dolbadarn and the 
other British castles, the counter-arches being 
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pointed, and of fiat shingle. The verdant area 
encompassing the ruins is usually browsed by a few 
head of cattle, forming a happy combination, and 
resembling the compositions of Bergham and other 
great masters of like style, in whose pictures cattle 
and ruins are made to lend their graces to each other. 
Jorwerth Drwyndwn, or Edward, sirnamed 
" Broken Nose," son of Owen Gwynedd, by the 
Lady Gwladys, was lord of Dolwydellan Castle 
about the year 1 169, and here Llewellyn ap Jor- 
werth, better known to the historian as Llewellyn 
the Great, was born. His father^s claims to the 
throne of Wales were disallowed in consequence of 
the deformity of his countenance, but the martial 
daring of the son obtained for him the possession of 
that diadem which the barbarity and folly of the 
times had withheld from the father. Llewellyn was 
acknowledged sovereign prince of Wales A, D. 
1184; and after a brilliant, glorious, and eventful 
reign of fifty-six years, embittered only by domestic 
calamities, was released from the cares of this wurld^ 
and interred with great ceremony in the abbey of 
Conway in the year 1240. Amongst the grants 
made during the usurpation of the Duke of Glo'ster, 
is found one of Dolwydellan Castle to Sir Ralph 
Berkinnet, of the county of Chester, knight, cham 
berlain of North Wales. In the third year of King 
Henry the Seventh, an act of resumption was passed, 
whereby all the grants of Richard the Third were 
recalled, except the lease of the (ffrydd) fryth of Dol- 
wydellan. At this time lived Meredydd ap Jevan ap 

c3 
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Robert, who had been enriched by a bequest of Crug 
in Caeraarvonshire, from his foster father, and who 
had farther augmented his treasures by a marriage with 
the daughter of William GrylBfydd ap Robin« This 
child of fortune, after a short residence on his newly 
acquired estate of Crug, removed into his native 
country of Cessailgyfarch, and there purchased the 
lease of the castle and frydd^ of Dolwydellan from 
the executors of Sir Ralph Beridnnett, part of the 
castle being then in a habitable condition. After 
many years residence in the old castle, Meredydd 
erected a stnall, but exceedingly substantial house, 
in the close valley or cwm of Penanmen, the walls, 
staircase, and roof of which are at this day in good 
preservation, and afford a comfortable dwelling to 
the tenantry of his descendants. 

The state of this country at his first entering upon 
possession was so lawless, that Meredydd, although 
guarded by ^* twenty tall archers," dared not make 
known when he went to church or elsewhere, or go 
or return by the same way through the woods and 
defiles, lest he should be waylaid. To protect and 
strengthen himself he filled his tenements with *' tall 
and able" men, and fixed others of similar prowess 
in arms on the king's lands adjoining ; one of these, 
William ap Robert, was placed at Pencraig Inco, 
for which he paid a relief to the king of ten shillings 
and fourpence, and his posterity, the Davises of 
Cyffdd, are still in possession of this ancient estate. 

* Frydd, pronoanoed frith, means an enelosare gained from a 
common. 
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As a further security against interruption in at^^ 
tendance upon diving worship, he threw down the 
old church, then standing upon a iittle eminence 
called Brjn-y«beddau^ about three hundred yards 
from the present church, and erected a new one in 
its stead. This site was chosen in order that the 
house of Penanmen and the church of Dolwydellan 
might both be brought within the ken of a sentinel, 
to be placed upon a rock called Craig y Big, over- 
hanging the narrow entrance of Penanmen Cwm, 
who was to give the alarm, if either church or house 
should be assailed. 

jLn this manner he continued to defend himself 
and organize the less powerful gentry tind free- 
holders, until at last he counted around his banner 
seven score tall bowmen, accoutred with an armo- 
lette, a good steel cap, a short sword and dirk, 
together with their bows and arrows. Most of them 
also were furnished with horses and hunting spears, 
and were sufficiently matched against the robbers 
and outlaws of the district, who exceeded one hun. 
dred in number, all too well mounted and arrayed. 

Besides the *' good work,*' as it was called, of 
extirpating banditti, Meredydd also served his royal 
master abroad, and was an officer of rank at the 
siege of Tournay. On his return to his native land, 
he purchased the seat of Gwydyr from Dafydd ap 
Howell Coytmor, and erected what is called the 
Lower House, but more properly that portion of it 
called the ^' Hall of Meredydd." Placing a tenant in 
his strong house of Penanmen, and abondoning the 
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old castle to tbe owls and wolves, he settled in his 
new bouse at Gwydyr, where he departed this life, 
in peace and honour, on the eighteenth day of March, 
1525, aged fifty-five : his remains were deposited in 
the church of Dolwydellan, which he had caused to 
be erected at his own expense, and where a modest 
tablet of three lines epitomizes his history, in the 
pious form of inscriptions of that day. 

The church built by Meredydd is of such sub- 
stantial workmanship, that it will probably prove 
the most lasting, as well as pious, monument of his 
deeds. A little chapel or transept wfis subsequently 
added on the south side by Robert Wynne, uncle of 
Sir John, the author of the Memoirs. 

The village consists of a few cottages, unconnected 
and poor looking: riches or civilization would not 
harmonize with the scenery of Dolwydellan, which 
is as though it existed in an age when the use of 
money and the various arts of life were still unknown 
or undiscovered. 



CONWAY CASTLE. 

Conway is an ancient fortified town, seated on the. 
western bank of the noble river from which it takes 
its name, and formerly called Aber- Conway, i. e. 
the mouth or embouchure of the chief river. The 
position is happily chosen, both as a strong post of 
defence and a key to those parts of Denbigh and 
Caernarvon which lie remote from the sea. In the 
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arrangement and decorations of the interior the town 
of Conway has little to attract a mere spectator, the 
streets being few, narrow, and irregular: but the his- 
torian and the antiquary will view with much interest 
the old Plas Mawr, erected in the year 1585, by Robert 
Wynne, of Gwydyr, Esq., uncle of Sir John Wynne 
the historian. Over the principal entrance, in Greek 
characters, are inscribed the words avex^ ansexa^ i. e. 
bear and forbear; and above may be observed, in 
Roman capitals, J. H* S. X. P. S. supposed to be 
the initials of the words '^ Jesus Hominum Sal va tor 
et populi salus ;'' the interpretation of the three first 
letters is probably correct, but of the latter three 
extremely questionable. The old college, which 
stands in Castle Street, is adorned with armorial 
bearings of the Stanleys, and was possibly an alms* 
house or charitable institution of some sort, founded 
or endowed by that noble family. Of the old Cis- 
tercian Abbey, founded by Llewellyn ap Jorwerth 
in the year 1 1 85, no traces are now visible ; Edward 
the First transformed the building into a parish 
church, removed the monks to Maenan Abbey, on 
the Denbighshire side of the river, three miles distant 
from Llanrwst, and obliterated all traces of the 
monkish establishment as far as it was practicable. 

The church is a low unarchitectural structure, built 
and repaired from time to time from the mouldering 
walls of the ancient abbey, without having borrowed 
one happy thought from the symmetry of its pro- 
portions. Here is a fine baptismal font, supported 
by a clustered pillar of gothic design ; and a tablet 
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to the memory of Nicholas Hookes, of Conway^ 
Gent.y who wajs the forty-first child of William and 
Alice Hooke;s, and himself the father of twenty- 
seven. He died on the i20th of March, 1637. 

The town was incorporated and made a free 
borough foy Edward the First, the charter consti- 
tuting the mayor to be governor of the castle also. 
This politic prince erected the castles of Caernarvon, 
BesMimaris, and Conway, to awe the turbulent spirit 
of his dearly acquired subjects ; and whatever merit 
may be due . to the policy of the plan, sufficient 
admiration can hardly be awarded to the choice of 
position and beauty of design. If he had not been 
the prince who commanded those walls to be erected, 
he might well have wished to have been their archi- 
tect. The picturesque features of these fine ruins 
:^e quite distinct; Caernarvon boasts magnitude, 
Conway a most romantic position, and the great hall 
of Beaumjaris brings back the spectator immediately 
into the society of other days. 

The embattled walls which surround the town are 
coeval with the castle, and drawn in the form of a 
British harp, like those encompassing Caernarvon. 
The design and style of the castle however are 
wholly different, and most happily suited to its bold 
position. The ground plan is nearly in form a 
parallelogram. Two sides of the castle rise from a 
steep rock, washed by the tide water of a little creek 
that runs up along the town walls, and by the flood 
of the Conway river. The exterior presents to view 
eight noble circular towers, from the walls of which 
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issue slender machiolated turrets, giving a singular 
lightness to the whole design, and connected by massive 
embattled curtains. A long wall formerly extended 
from the southern angle of the castle into the river, 
terminated by a little water tower, used to obstruct 
the passage of enemies, and facilitate the landing 
of their friends. The principal entrance, which is 
tolerably perfect, was by a drawbridge thrown across 
a deep fosse, concealed within a barbacan. The in- 
terior is divided into two distinct parts, an outer and 
an inner court, the entrance to the latter impassable 
by more than one person at a time, and that by the 
permission of those within. Around the outer court- 
yard were the apartments of the garrison, the chapel, 
great hall, &c. : the inner area was encompassed by 
the apartments of the royal founder and his house- 
hold. The walls of a small chamber, still entir^ 
with an open ornamented casement, bear the nagae 
of the Queen's Oriel, and appear, from a poem of 
the age in which it was erected, to have been the 
ladies' dressing-room. At the south-western extre* 
mity, beyond the royal apartments, a broad terrace 
is raised above the river upon a ledge of solid rock ; 
from this, as from the oriel, a view of the adjacent 
country is enjoyed, intersected by cultivated hills, 
between which and the castle the Conway is seen 
to* roll his flood, passing beneath the broad water- 
way afforded by a beautiful suspension bridge, 
which, from the appropriateness of style, seems an 
appendage of the ancient pile. A curious proof is 
here afforded of the excellence of masonry in the 
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early ages. Although the castle appears identified 
with the rock from which it springs, a separation 
has taken place in one instance ; neither has this 
occurred from the disintegration of the walls, which 
hang out beyond the base of the broken tower, it is 
the rock itself that has crumbled away. 

There are many historic events of deep interest 
connected with the story of this warrior pile. Like 
the artist of the brazen bull, Edward was the first 
who was necessitated to make trialof the sufficiency 
of his new state prison. Here he was besieged and 
nearly reduced by famine, and only rescued from 
such a critical situation by the providential arrival of 
a fleet with supplies. This was also the appointed 
rendezvous of forty thousand loyalists who attached 
themselves to the fortunes of King Richard the 
Second, and were destined to check the career of 
Bolingbroke. Here Percy and King Richard held 
an interview, from which it would appear that the 
unhappy prince mistrusted his faithful friends; for, 
secretly withdrawing from Conway, he put himself 
into the hands of Northumberland, at Flint, by whom 
he was betrayed into the power of his rival. Amongst 
its different vicissitudes Conway Castle was once con- 
verted into a public treasury, and discharged its trust 
with honour and good fortune. In the civil wars of 
King Charles's time, being held by Dr. Williams, 
archbishop of York, for the king, the country gentle- 
men entrusted to his Grace's keeping their title deeds, 
plate, and most valuable moveables. This trust he 
cheerfully undertook and made himself entirely re- 
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sponsible for tlieir value by giving to each depositor 
a personal receipt. In the May of 1645, Prince 
Rupert was appointed governor of the castle, and 
by his order Sir John Owen was substituted for the 
archbishop'in the guardianship of the valuables lodged 
within. Sir John constantly evading the archbishop^s 
applications on the subject of the deposit^ the prelate, 
to avoid his own ruin, and seeing no prospect of a 
return to regal government, joined the Parliamenta* 
rians, assisted Mytton in the reduction of the castle, 
and having again got into possession of those trea- 
sures for which he had pledged himself, restored 
them uninjured to the respective owners. For these 
services parliament granted him a free pardon and a 
release from all his sequestrations. The singular 
beauty of this fortress appears to have obtained for 
it not only the admiration but the respect of the 
ruin-making conquerors of the seventeenth century ; 
but being at last granted by Charles the Second to 
Lord Conway^ while it was still roofed and perfect* 
that gothic personage dismantled the entire structure, 
and sold the lead, iron, timber, and all other dis* 
posable materials which could be easily separated. 

The suspension bridge at Conway is thrown from 
the foot of the southern tower to a small island in 
the river, the suspension piers corresponding in 
design with the rounders of the castle occasion little 
interruption to the harmony of the whole, and re* 
duce it to a mere question of taste, whether the 
bridge be not an appropriate accession to the scene, 
and the very drawbridge of the castle. 
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Here never conld the spearman pass. 

Or forester, nnmoved, 
Here oft the tear besprinkled grass, 

iilewellyto's sorrow proved. 

And here he hang his horn and spear, 

And oft as eveniog fell, 
In fancy's piercing soiuids would hear 

Poor Gelert's djing yell ! 

And till great Soowdon's rocks grow old, 
And cease the storm to brave. 

The consecrated spot shall hold 
The name of 6elert*s grave. 



LLYN OGWEN. 

Ogwen Lake is coutained within a circumference of 
about three miles, presenting itself in rather an oval 
form. It is encircled by mountains, except at the 
eastern extremity, which fall abruptly into the 
water, and afford scenery in the highest degree ro* 
niantic. On the left the broken shattered crags of 
Trifaen"*^ hang over the margin of the lake, and 
throw the surface into an everlasting shadow. The 
distant forms of Franc6n mountains are, if possible, 
still more grand and picturesque; but the side 
skreen of Braich-ddii slopes down more smoothly 
and gradually to the water^s surface. Perhaps there 
are too many broken summits hovering over Ogwen ; 
probably the mind of true taste may think the sim- 

* Trifaen signifies the three sammits. Benclog, the bead of the 
rock, — Braich-ddu, the black arm, — Naut Franc6n, the valley of 
beavers. 
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pltcity and grandeur of the scene interrupted by 
their repetition, but this is too refined a criticism. 
Ogwen is generally acknowledged to present the finest 
lake scene in Caernarvonshire, the very Derwent of 
North Wales, and, like it, well described as ^' Beauty 
sleeping in the lap of Horror." The waters of 
Llyn Ogwen abound in a species of red trout, 
easily taken with the fly, and not inferior in flavour 
to salmon. The surplus waters discharge them'* 
selves at the western end of the pool through a 
chasm in the rocks, and tumbling in three noble cata* 
racts down a height of about one hundred feet, are 
concentrated into a bed in the green .meadows of 
Nant Francon; flowing by Dolawen and Penrhyn 
Castle, they are lost at length in the Maenai straits. 

The noble line of road constructed through the 
Welsh mountains, under the surveillance of parlia- 
mentary commissioners, is carried along the very 
margin of Llyn Ogwen, amidst the great debris that 
continue annually falling from the rocky sides of Tri- 
faen. In the winter of 1831 upwards of one thousand 
tons of rock fell from the dizzy heights of Benclog, a 
little below the Ogwen cataracts; part rolling straight 
across the road fell into the valley and river in the 
bottom, while another part having acquired a less 
momentum rested on the ledge the road supplied 
them. The intercourse of travellers was for some 
days impeded, although one hundred miners were 
engaged in clearing and restoring the surface of the 
road. A gentleman from the vale of Llanrwst had 
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ju3( passed along in his phaeton^ on his way to 
Bangor, when the tepjfic sound of the dissolving 
mountain fell upon his astonished ear. 

About one mile from Llyn Ogwen^ in a deep 
hollow of the Glyder mountains, lies the dark pool, 
called Llyn Idwal. The gloomy horrors of the 
surrounding scene exceed even those of Ogwen; 
the encircling cliffs are overhanging, broken, and 
dark ; in one part the whole mountain is rent asun- 
der, and the chasm of " Twll ddft," or the " black 
cleft/' gapes between the terrific masses. The soli* 
tude of Cwm Idwal proved favourable to the per- 
petration of a deed of blood, and it was here 
that young Idwal, the infant heir of Prince Owen 
Gwynedd, was treacherously assassinated by order 
of his foster-father Nefydd, to whose care his father 
had consigned him : — 

And tboQ, O Idwal, of immortal fame, 
Djing> to the vale bath left tby name. 



PONT-Y-PAIR*. 

This curious and picturesque bridge is thrown over 
the rapid river Llugwyf, at the village of Bett^s-y- 
Coed J, in the county of Caernarvon. Though flung 
high above the surface of the water it consists of but 
little masonry, the natural rock supplying piers the 

» The bridge of the caldron. t The swift river. 

X The station in the wood. 
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He call'd bis child — no voice replied : 

He search 'd with terror wild ; 
Blood, blood, he found on every side, 

Bat no where fonnd the child ! 

** Hell-hoand, by thee my child's devoar'd/' 

The frantic father cried : 
And to the hilt the vengeful sword, 

He plunged in Grelert's side. 

His suppliant, as to earth he fell. 

No pity could impart; 
But still bis Gelert's dying yell 

Pass'd heavy o'er his heart. 

Aroused by Gelert's dying yell. 

Some slamberer waken'd nigh ; 
What words the parent's joy can tell 

To hear his infant cry ? 

Conceard between a mingled heap 

His harried search had miss'd : 
All glowing from bis rosy sleep, 

His cherub boy he kiss'd ! 

Nor scratch had he, nor harm, nor dread. 

But the same couch beneath 
Lay a great wolf, all torn and dead. 

Tremendous still in death ! 

Ah, what was then Llewellyn's pain ! 

For now the truth was clear. 
The gallant hound the wolf had slain. 

To save Llewellyn's heir. 

Vain, vain, was all Llewellyn's woe , 

Best of tby kind, adieu ! 
The frantic deed which laid thee low, 

This heart shall ever rue. 

And now a gallant tomb they raise 

With costly sculpture deck'd. 
And marbles storied with his praise 

Poor Gelert's bones protect. 
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'Twu only at Llewelljii's board 

Tbe faitbfiil Gelert fed ; 
He watoh'd, be serred, be cbeer'd bis lord. 

And sentineled bis bed. 

In sootb be was a peerless boand, 

Tbe gift of royal Jobn * ; 
Bat now no Gelert coold be found, 

And all tbe cbase rode on. 

And now as over rocks and dells 

Tbe gallant cbidings rise, 
All Snowdon*s craggy cbaos yells 

Witb many mingled cries. 

That day Llewellyn little loyed 

Tbe cbase of bart or bare. 
And scant and small tbe booty proved, 

For Gelert was not tbere. 

Unpleased, Llewellyn bomeward bied, 

Wben near the royal seat, 
His traant Gelert be espied. 

Bounding bis lord to greet. 

Bot wben be gained bis castle door, 
Aghast tbe chieftain stood ; 

Tbe hoand was smear'd witb gonts of gore, 
His lips and fangs ran blood. 

Llewellyn gazed witb wild surprise, 
Unnsed sncb looks to meet. 

His favonrite checked bis joyful guise. 
And croucb'd and lick'd bis feet. 

Onward in baste Llewellyn passed, 

And on went Gelert too. 
And still where'er bis eyes be cast, 

Fresh blood gouts sbock'd his view. 

O'erturn'd bis infant's bed be found. 
The blood-stain'd covert rent ; 

And all around the walls and ground. 
With recent blood besprent. 



* Llewellyn was married to the Princess Joan^ daughter of King 
Jobn. 
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He call'd his child — no voioe replied : 

He searched with terror wild ; 
Blood, blood, he found on every side, 

Bat no where found the child ! 

** Hell-bound, by thee my child's devoured,'* 

The frantic father cried : 
And to the hilt the Tengefal sword, 

He plnnged in Gelert's side. 

His suppliant, as to earth he fell. 

No pity conld impart; 
Bat still his Gelert's dying yell 

Pass'd heayy o'er his heart. 

Aroused by Gelert's dying yell. 

Some slumberer waken'd nigh ; 
What words the parent's joy can tell 

To bear his infant cry ? 

ConceaI'd between a mingled heap 

His harried search had miss'd : 
All glowing from his rosy sleep. 

His cherub boy he kiss'd ! 

Nor scratch had be, nor harm, nor dread, 

Bot the same couch beneath 
Lay a great wolf, lUl torn and dead. 

Tremendous still in death ! 

Ah, what was then Llewellyn's pain ! 

For now the troth was clear. 
The gallant hound the wolf had slain. 

To save Llewellyn's heir. 

Vain, vain, was all Llewellyn's woe , 

Best of thy kind, adieu ! 
The frantic deed which laid thee low. 

This heart shall ever roe. 

And now a gallant tomb they raise 

With costly sculpture deck'd. 
And marbles storied with his praise 

Poor Gelert's bones protect. 
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Here never oonld the spearman pass, 

Or forester, nnmoved, 
Here oft the tear besprinkled grass, 

Llewellyki's sorrow prof ed. 

And here he hang his horn and spear, 

And oft as evening fell. 
In fancy's piercing sounds would hear 

Poor Gelert's djing yell ! 

And till great Snowdon's rocks grow old. 
And cease the storm to brave. 

The consecrated spot shall hold 
The name of 6elert*s grave. 



LLYN OGWEN. 

Ogwen Lake is coutained within a circumference of 
about three miles, presenting itself in rather an oval 
form. It is encircled by mountains, except at the 
eastern extremity, which fall abruptly into the 
water, and afford scenery in the highest degree ro* 
niantic. On the left the broken shattered crags of 
Trifaen"*^ hang over the margin of the lake, and 
throw the surface into an everlasting shadow. The 
distant forms of Franc6n mountains are, if possible, 
still more grand and picturesque; but the side 
skreen of Braich-ddii slopes down more smoothly 
and gradually to the water's surface. Perhaps there 
are too many broken summits hovering over Ogwen ; 
probably the mind of true taste may think the sim- 

* Trifaen signifies the three sammits. Benclog, the bead of the 
rock, — Braich-ddu, the black arm, — Nant Franc6n, the valley of 
beavers. 
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pltcity and grandeur of the scene interrupted by 
their repetition, but this is too refined a criticism. 
Ogwen is generally acknowledged to present the finest 
lake scene in Caernarvonshire, the very Derwent of 
North WaleS; and, like it, well described as *^ Beauty 
sleeping in the lap of Horror." The waters of 
Llyn Ogwen abound in a species of red trout^ 
easily taken with the fly, and not inferior in flavour 
to salmon. The surplus Waters discharge them'* 
selves at the western end of the pool through a 
chasm in the rocks, and tumbling in three noble cata* 
racts down a height of about one hundred feet, are 
concentrated into a bed in the green meadows of 
Nant Francon; flowing by Dolawen and Penrhyn 
Castle, they are lost at length in the Maenai straits. 
The noble line of road constructed through the 
Welsh mountains, under the surveillance of parlia« 
mentary commissioners, is carried along the very 
margin of Llyn Ogwen, amidst the great debris that 
continue annually falling from the rocky sides of Tri- 
faen. In the winter of 1831 upwards of one thousand 
tons of rock fell from the dizzy heights of Benclog, a 
little below the Ogwen cataracts; part rolling straight 
across the road fell into the valley and river in the 
bottom, while another part having acquired a less 
momentum rested* on the ledge the road supplied 
them. The intercourse of travellers was for some 
days impeded, although one hundred miners were 
engaged in clearing and restoring the surface of the 
road. A gentleman from the vale of Llanrwst had 

D 
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jus(. passed along in his phaeton, on his way to 
Bangor, when the tej;Hfic sound of the dissolving 
mountain fell upon his astonished ear. 

About one mile from Llyn Ogwen, in a deep 
hollow of the Gljder mountains, lies the dark pool, 
called Llyn Idwal. The gloomy horrors of the 
surrounding scene exceed even those of Ogwen; 
the encircling cliffs are overhanging, broken, and 
dark ; in one part the whole mountain is rent asun- 
der, and the chasm of " Twil ddA," or the " black 
cleft," gapes between the terrific masses. The soli* 
tude of Cwm Idwal proved favourable to the per- 
petration of a deed of blood, and it was here 
that young Idwal, the infant heir of Prince Owen 
Gwynedd, was treacherously assassinated by order 
of his foster-father Nefydd, to whose care his father 
had consigned him : — 

And tboa, O Idwal» of immortal fame, 
laying, to the Tale bath left tbj name. 



PONT-y-PAIR*. 

This curious and picturesque bridge is thrown over 
the rapid river Llugwyf , at the village of Bett<vs-y- 
Coed|, in the county of Caernarvon. Though flung 
high above the surface of the water it consists of but 
little masonry, the natural rock supplying piers the 

* The bridge of the caldron. t The swift river. 

X The station in the wood. 
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one day while the family were abroad a fierce wolf 
was seen to approach the palace. The prince, upon 
his return from the chase, was met at his entrance by 
his faithful dog Gelert all smeared with blood, though 
still using his accustomed indications of happiness 
upon seeing his master. Llewellyn alarmed ran with 
haste into the nursery, and there finding the cradle 
overturned and the floor stained with blood, concluded 
that Gelert had been the destroyer of his child, and 
drawing his sword instantly plunged it into the 
heart of his favourite dog. But upon restoring the 
cradle to its proper position the infant was dis- 
covered wrapped confusedly in the clothing, and a 
monstrous wolf lying dead by its side. Llewellyn, 
says tradition, immediately erected a church upon 
the spot, in thankfulness to God, and placed a tomb 
over the remains of poor Gelert, who lies buried in 
the centre of the valley, called from that day Bedd- 
gelert, or Gelert's Grave. This interesting tale 
forms the subject of the following pleasing ballad, 
by the Hon. W. R. Spencer — 

The spearman heard the bagle sonnd, 

And cheerly smiled the morD, 
And many a brach and many a hoand 

Attend Llewellyn's horn. 

And still he blew a loader blast, 
^ And gave a loader |:heer, 

" Come, Gelert, why art thoa the last 
Llewellyn's horn to hear ? 

'* Oh where does faithfal Gelert roam ? 

The flower of all his race : 
So trae, so brave, a lamb at home, 

A lion in the chase.*' 
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'Twas only at Llewellyn's board 

The faitfafol Gelert fed ; 
He watch'd, be served, he oheer'd his lord. 

And sentinerd his bed. 

In sooth he was a peerless hoand. 

The gift of royal John * ; 
Bat now no Gelert ooald be foand, 

And all the ofaase rode on. 

And now as over rocks and dells 

The gallant chidings rise. 
All Snowdon*s craggy chaos yells 

With many mingled cries. 

That day Llewellyn little loved 

The chase of hart or hare, 
And scant and small the booty proved, 

For Gelert was not there. 

Unpleased, Llewellyn homeward hied. 

When near the royal seat. 
His traant Gelert he espied. 

Bounding his lord to greet. 

Bat when he gain'd his castle door. 
Aghast the chieftain stood ; 

The honnd was smear'd with gonts of gore, 
His lips and fangs ran blood. 

Llewellyn gazed with wild surprise. 
Unused such looks to meet. 

His favourite checked bis joyful guise, 
And crouchM and lick'd his feet. 

Onward in haste Llewellyn pass'd, 

And on went Gelert too. 
And still where'er his eyes he cast. 

Fresh blood gouts shock'd his view. 

O'ertnm'd his infant's bed he found. 
The blood-stain'd covert rent; 

And all around the walls and ground, 
With recent blood besprent. 



* Llewellyn was married to the Princess Joan, daughter of King 
John. 
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He call'd his child — bo yoice replied : 

He searched with terror wild ; 
Blood, blood, be found on every side, 

Bnt no where found the child ! 

" Hell-hound, by thee mj child's devoured," 

The frantic father cried : 
And to the hilt the vengeful sword. 

He plunged in Gelert's side. 

His suppliant, as to earth he fell. 

No pity could impart ; 
Bnt still his Gelert's dying yell 

Pass'd heavy o'er bis heart. 

Aroused by Gelert's dying yell, 

Some slumberer waken'd nigh ; 
What words the parent's joy can tell 

To hear bis infant cry ? 

Conceal 'd between a mingled heap 

His hurried search had miss'd : 
All glowing from his rosy sleep, 

His cherub boy he kiss'd ! 

Nor scratch bad he, nor harm, nor dread, 

Bnt the same conch beneath 
Lay a great wolf, all torn and dead. 

Tremendous still in death ! 

Ah, what was then Llewellyn's pain ! 

For now the trnth was clear. 
The gallant hound the wolf had slain. 

To save Llewellyn's heir. 

Vain, vain, was all Llewellyn's woe , 

Best of thy kind, adieu ! 
The frantic deed which laid thee low, 

This heart shall ever roe. 

And now a gallant tomb they raise 

With costly sculpture deck'd, 
And marbles storied with his praise 

Poor Gelert's bones protect. 
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Here never coold the spearman pass. 

Or forester, nnmoved, 
Here oft the tear besprinkled grass, 

Llewellyb's sorrow proved. 

And here be hang bis horn and spear. 

And oft as evening fell. 
In fancy's piercing sounds would bear 

Poor Geiert*s dying yell 1 

And till great Snowdon's rocks grow old. 
And cease the storm to brave. 

The consecrated spot shall bold 
The name of Gelert's grave. 



LLYN OGWEN. 

Ogwen Lake is coutained within a circumference of 
about three miles, presenting itself in rather an oval 
form. It is encircled by mountains, except at the 
eastern extremity, which fall abruptly into the 
water, and afford scenery in the highest degree ro* 
mantic. On the left the broken shattered crags of 
Trifaen* hang over the margin of the lake, and 
throw the surface into an everlasting shadow. The 
distant forms of Franc6n mountains are, if possible, 
still more grand and picturesque; but the side 
skreen of Braich-ddfi slopes down more smoothly 
and gradually to the water's surface. Perhaps there 
are too many broken summits hovering over Ogwen ; 
probably the mind of true taste may think the sim- 

* Trifaen signifies the three snmmits. Benclog, the bead of the 
rock, — Braicb-ddu, the black arm, — Nant Francon, the valley of 
beavers. 
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plicity and grandeur of the scene interrupted by 
their repetition, but this is too refined a criticism. 
Ogwen is generally acknowledged to present the finest 
lake scene in Caernarvonshire, the very Derwent of 
North Wales, and, like it, well described as ** Beauty 
sleeping in the lap of Horror.*' The waters of 
Llyn Ogwen abound in a species of red trout, 
easily taken with the fly, and not inferior in flavour 
to salmon. The surplus waters discharge them* 
selves at the western end of the pool through a 
chasm in the rocks, and tumbling in three noble cata« 
racts down a height of about one hundred feet, are 
concentrated into a bed in the green ,meadows of 
Nant Francon; flowing by Dolawen and Penrhyn 
Castle, they are lost at length in the Msenai straits. 
The noble line of road constructed through the 
Welsh mountains, under the surveillance of parlia- 
mentary commissioners, is carried along the very 
margin of Llyn Ogwen, amidst the great debris that 
continue annually falling from the rocky sides of Tri- 
faen. In the winter of 183 1 upwards of one thousand 
tons of rock fell from the dizzy heights of Benclog, a 
little below the Ogwen cataracts; part rolling straight 
across the road fell into the valley and river in the 
bottom, while another part having acquired a less 
momentum rested* on the ledge the road supplied 
them. The intercourse of travellers was for some 
days impeded, although one hundred miners were 
engaged in clearing and restoring the surface of the 
road. A gentleman from the vale of Llanrwst had 

D 
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jus(. passed along in his phaeton, on his way tQ 
Bangor, when the tej;Hfic sound of the dissolving 
mountain fell upon his astonished ear. 

About one mile from Llyn Ogwen, in a deep 
hollow of the Gljder mountains, lies the dark pool, 
called Llyn Idwal. The gloomy horrors of the 
surrounding scene exceed even those of Ogwen; 
the encircling cliffs are overhanging, broken, and 
dark ; in one part the whole mountain is rent asun- 
der, and the chasm of " Twil ddA," or the " black 
cleft," gapes between the terrific masses. The soli- 
tude of Cwm Idwal proved favourable to the per- 
petration of a deed of blood, and it was here 
that young Idwal, the infant heir of Prince Owen 
Gwynedd, was treacherously assassinated by order 
of his foster-father Nefydd, to whose care his father 
had consigned him : — 

And tboa, O Idwal, of immortal fame, 
I)jiDg> to the Tale bath left tbj name. 



PONT-y-PAIR*. 

This curious and picturesque bridge is thrown over 
the rapid river Llugwyf, at the village of Bett^s-y- 
Coed J, in the county of Caernarvon. Though flung 
high above the surface of the water it consists of but 
little masonry, the natural rock supplying piers the 

* The bridge of the oaldron. f The awift river. 

X The station in the wood. 
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most solid and enduring. One of the arches affords 
an open transit for the waters which flow from the 
noble fall and salmon leap above the bridge, and 
produce by their impetuous rotatory motion a deep 
reservoir or caldron below it, whence this graceful 
structure derives its appropriate name. Four of the 
arches are dry except in rainy seasons, when the 
torrent rises with such rapidity as would endanger a 
less substantial work, at which period these openings 
are found perfectly necessary. 

The history of the origin of Pont-y-Pair possesses 
a singular though simple interest. Howel, a mason> 
from Penllyn, having occasion to attend the assizes 
then, A. D. 1468, held at Conway, found his pas- 
sage over the Lleder, which flows through Dolwy- 
dellan, obstructed by the violence and greatness of 
the flood. This suggested to him the idea of removing 
to the spot and of erecting a bridge there, at his 
own expense, trusting to the generosity of travellers 
for compensation. The success of one project en- 
gendered a second, and Howel next resolved upon 
the erection of the beautiful bridge at Bettws-y 
Coed^ called now the Pont-y-Pair ; but he did not 
live to see its final completion. 

To the right of the Pont-y-Pair is the " Carreg y 
gwalch," or rock of the Falcon, a beautiful hill of 
singular and broken forms, clothed with wood for 
the most part, a few fine bold rocks occasionally 
elevating their fronts above the foliage, and producing 
a noble and great effect. In this rock is a deep 
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recess, called Ogo ap Sbenkini or the Cave of Jenkiii, 
in which that famous outlaw took shelter during 
the Lancastrian wars. A large rock now blocks up 
the entrance, like the grotto of Polyphemus, and 
there is a tradition that this was once rolled away 
by some inquisitive persons, who, advancing a few 
yards, discovered a huge oak chest clasped with iron, 
on the top of which stood a monstrous goat bowing 
his aged head, and following with his horns the di- 
rection of those who had the courage to approach. 
The chest of course continues in this dreary treasury, 
and the character of its guardian is hinted at by the 
discoverers, but never openly declared. 

Dafydd ap Shenkin held the fastnesses of Nant- 
conway for fifteen years, during which period he 
was unrelentingly pursued by the captains of Ed- 
ward the Fourth. From their persecution, when he 
could no longer keep the open country, he sought 
refuge in his mountain cave. Howel ap Jevan ap 
Rhys Gethyn, a contemporary of Jenkin, and 'the 
Robin Hood of those times and this country, was also 
Shenkin*s or Jenkin's mortal foe. Being expelled 
from the castle of Dolwydellan, and from his strong 
hold at Penanmen, he was compelled to flee into 
Ireland, where he continued for a year or more, and 
then returning appeared with his followers all clad 
in green, spent the residue of bis life as an out- 
law, seeking a fortuitous existence amongst the 
mountains and forests of his native land. There is 
a towasbip in the parish of Bettws-y-Coed still 
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bearing the name of Hendre-Rhys-Gethyn ; it is the 
estate of Dafydd D. Price, Esq., and was once pro-^ 
bably part of the possessions of the brave bu| un- 
fortunate Howel, the consistency of whose politics 
constituted his greatest offence. 

The village of Bettws, an attractive and fascinating 
spot, is situated near the meeting of the LIugwy and 
Conway rivers. The few cottages composing it, 
though poor in detail^ are rich in composition^ no 
village in the principality presenting a more beautiful 
landscape than Bettws, viewed from the road %o 
Coed Cynheliar. The village church stands in a 
little cemetery in the centre of the vale, resembling 
in some degree the church of Beddgelert. It is 
enclosed by a few stately forest trees, and forms a 
venerable and interesting object. Within is shown 
a fine effigiated tomb of Gryffydd ap Dafydd Goch, 
son of Dafydd Goch, who was a natural son of 
Dafydd, brother to the last reigning Prince of Wales. 
The figure is recumbent, clad in armour, and the 
outside border of the torus is inscribed with these 
words, 

Hie jaeet Gru^ad ap Davyd Cocb, Agnaa Dei mia^re mei. 

Above the village, on the stream of the LIugwy, 
is the famous waterfall called Rhaidar y Wennol, or 
the cataract of the swallow. It consists of three 
noble falls, differing in character, though all con- 
spicuous in picturesque interest ; the highest consists 
of innumerable frothy streams,, gliding with great 
velocity down a sloping rock but little broken ; the 
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second is a conceiUrated volume^ rushing with im* 
petuosity into a foaming caldron; and in the third 
the whole is dashed away in spray. A huge per*- 
pendicular rock rises abruptly from one side to a 
height of five hundred feet and upwards, while. the 
opposite side is formed of broken banks and rocky 
patches^ clothed with noble aged oaks. In the 
solemn depths of the lowest fall the spirit of die 
turbulent Sir John Wynne, of Gwydyr, which had 
haunted the glen for many years, is supposed to be 
laid at rest beneath the waters. 



LLANBERIS LAKE. 

These lakes, though not remarkable for extent of 
surface, are distinguished by the solemn grandeur of 
their rocks and mountains, that rise in very bold and 
awful characters. On the northern shore the moun- 
tain rises to a towering height, and Mith great ab- 
ruptness. The hills on the opposite side are more 
rugged and sterile, but recede more gradually, while 
they aspire to an equal elevation. Between the 
lakes a bold promontory issues from the mountain 
and shoots into the water, adorned by the majesty of 
Dolbadarn's ruined castle, whose ivy-mantled walls 
seem part of the very rock on which they stand. 
Beyond this a second expanse of waters is disclosed, 
enveloped in scenery yet more terrific and sublime 
dian the former, the perspective being terminated 
by the dark blue heads of innumerable mountains, 
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projections merely of great Snowdon and the 
Glydyr, where the mountains appear to meet and 
shut in the scene. Amidst scattered rocks, at the 
entrance of Bwlch y Gwyddol, and where fragments 
from the heights ahnost choke up the pass, stands the 
little church of Llanberis. If solitude and simplicity 
be inseparable characters of a religious edifice, then 
is Llanberis Church most entirely suited to its pious 
destination. Saint Peris, to whom the church is 
dedicated, lived in the thirteenth century, and this is 
supposed to have been his retreat. Here he founded 
a church, blessed a well, which now bears his name, 
and to which miraculous qualities were ascribed. 
The most singular circumstance however, connected 
with the later history of this holy well is, that here a 
monstrous trout has continued for upwards of twenty 
years, and become so familiar, that it will take a 
worm from the hand of a poor person, who appears to 
have adopted that privilege as her own. Peris was 
a legate from the church of Rome, and accompanied 
in his mission by Saint Padarn. Our saint chose 
the little meadows on the upper lake, in Nant y 
Monach,orthe Monk's Vale; and Padarn, his friend, 
settled on the lower lake, which is still called after 
his name. 

Dolbadarn Castle consists at this day of a single 
round tower or keep ; but traces of a greater occu- 
pation are sufBciently distinct around. Time has 
rolled its dark waves over the date of foundation 
and name of founder, and, one incident excepted. 
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nothing but conjecture remains as to its history. | 

Padarn Beisrydd, the son of Idwal, was the sup- ( 

posed builder of this fortress^ the obvious utility of 
which was to guard the mountain pass behind it. 
The date of its erection, in that case, would be 
some time previous to the eleventh century; a 
conjecture supported by th^ style of architecture, 
which is clearly Welsh. Owen Goch was imprisoned 
here by his brother Llewellyn ap Gryffydd, last 
Prince of Wales, of the British line, for the term of 
twenty years, and his merits are celebrated in an ode 
composed by Howel-Voel, bewailing the captivity 
of the unhappy prince. 

The following translation of the opening stanzas 
embraces the meaning, but does not pretend to 
imitate the bold spirit of HowePs lamentation. 

Ye powers, that nile both earth and sea. 

Release from dark captivity,. 

Snatch from an inglorious grare 

The lion-hearted, mild yet hrave, , 

Owen, — a prince of matchless strength, * 

Whose bright lance dripped, for all its length. 

With the best blood of the bravest men 

That dared to foray his mountain glen. 

'Twas his to sooconr,^*relieve distress. 

The proad to humble, the foe^to* oppress. 

His charity measureless, his bounty great. 

His gifts well suited such wide estate. 

But now these vales seem dark and dreary^ 

No hall to shelter the weak, the weary. 

Since Owen has changed his lordly bower 

For the darksome dnngeon of Padarn's tower : 

Its dark gray walls their prince now sever 

From those who have lost their glory for ever. 
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Their pride, their honour, their fame is fled, 
Their light is extinguished, their hopes are dead. 
Oh ! Owen, daantless, valiant and bright, 
CJiieftain of Camliria,— warrior knight, &c. ^. 

The seclusion of Llanberis has been broken by. 
the formation of a new line of road along Llyn 
Padarn to the town of Caernarvon, and the charms 
qf its solitude dissipated by the erection of two 
spacious inns in the immediate vicinity of the ancient 
castle. 

To scenes like these, a tale of wonder is a wel- 
come introduction; it awakes the mind, and adds 
new interest to every rock and precipice. The me- 
lancholy fate of little John Closs, who was overtaken 
by a mist, and perished in the snows upon Moel 
Eilio, calls forth a tear, but excites no wonder. The 
feats of Margaret uch Evan, though very singular, 
are as certainly well attested : she dwelt near the 
margin of the lower lake, and was the last specimen 
of the strength and spirit of the ancient Briton. 
Her biographer asserts that '^ she was the greatest 
hunter, fisher, shooter of her time : she kept a dozen 
of dogs, terriers, greyhounds, and spaniels, all excel- 
lent in their kind. She killed more foxes in one 
year than all the confederate hunts did in ten: rowed 
stoutly, and was queen of the lakes : fiddled excel- 
lently, and was acquainted with all the old British 
music : was also a good joiner : and at the age of 
seventy years, was so expert a wrestler, that few 
young men dared try a fail with her. She was a 
blacksmith, shoemaker, and manufacturer of harps. 

D 3 
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She shod her own horses, made her own shoes, and 
built her own boats while under contract to convey 
the copper ore down the lakes. ^Contemporary bards 
celebrated her praises in strains purely British. She 
gave her hand, at lengthy to the most effeminate of 
her suitors, as if determined to exert that physical 
superiority which nature had bestowed on her even 
in the married state. Foulk Joues, of Ty DA, was 
also a person of singular powers ; the tales related 
of his prowess recall the poet's character of En* 
tellus. 

" he then confronts the bull, 



And on his ample forehead, aiming fall. 

The deMUjr stroke descending, pierced the sknll." 

^NEID, V. 666. 

The pass of Nant Peris is entered by a gap called 
Bwlch y Gwyddol*^; tremendous rocks impend on 
either side in masses of gray crag, the long shat- 
tered ridge of Snowdon on the one hand, and the 
broken forms of Glydyr fawr on the other. These 
rocks are overlooked again by still more awful moun- 
tains, that fall in abrupt lines and close up the vista, 
except where they are commanded by some peak 
of Snowdon or its opposing rival. Images of deso- 
lation and of stupendous greatness compose the 
scene. A solitary cottage disturbs the retirement; 
and sometimes the shepherd's shrill call, in " the 
office of his mountain watch," is heard repeated 
among the rocks of the ** Blue Vale +." Some dis- 

* The gap of the Irishman. 

t This part of the defile is called " Cwm Glks," i. e. the Bine 
Vale. 
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tance up the pass a huge stone, which does not 
appear to have been an appendage of the mountain; 
but rather an independent erection, lies across the 
centre of the defile. A hollow beneath it was once 
converted by a poor woman into a summer habitation, 
for the convenience of tending her little flock. It ex- 
ceeds the dimensions of the Boother stope"*^ in West- 
moreland ; and the spot on which it rests is called, 
from the story of the poor herdswoman, ^^ Ynys 
Hettys," or Betty's Island. The scenery decreases 
in magnificence as the highest point or resting-place 
(Gorphwysffa) is attained, where new and different 
beauties burst upon the sight, in the view down the 
Bwlch Eisteddffau into the enchanting vale of 
Gwynant. 

Accomplishing the passage of the " Blue Vale" 
was amongst the great boasts of Cambrian tourists: 
if the reward was great, so were the difficulties of 
the task, 

" If the path be dangerous known. 
The danger's self is lore alone," 

might then have been the adopted motto of the in- 
quisitive tourist, but now the wheels of a stage-coach, 
in mimickry of the revolutions of time and of events, 
roll rapidly over the Gorphwysffa itself, that spot 
where the way-worn traveller paused to take a con- 
gratulating retrospect of the difficulties he had 
passed. 

* Tent stone. 
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DENBIGHSHIRE. 

The largest^ most wealthy, and populous shire in 
North Wales. Its form is irregular; the greatest 
length from north to south extends forty miles, and 
the mean breadth is calculated at twenty-three. The 
area occupies a surface exceeding four hundred 
thousand acres. It presents a front of a few miles 
length to the Irish sea. Parts of Flint, Cheshire, 
and Shropshire form the eastern boundary ; Merio- 
neth and Montgomeryshires the south; and it is 
joined on the west by the county of Caernarvon. 
The surface presents an endless variety, and may be 
illustrated by the idea of an island whose shores are 
peopled and cultivated, while the interior is compa- 
ratively in a state of natural wildness. The vales of 
Llanrwst, the Abergelle line of coast, the fertile 
vale of Clwyd, represent the fringe of cultivation 
which surrounds an elevated though improvable dis- 
trict of many thousand acres. With the exception 
of the Dee and Conway, which form natural county 
bounds on the east and west, the rivers of Denbigh 
are inconsiderable. The mean elevation of the in- 
terior district, extending from Bettws- Abergele to 
Derwen, and from Denbigh to the Gwytherin hills; 
is about eight hundred feet above sea .level. Several 
small pools are found amongst the hills, possessing 
neither great extent nor much natural beauty ; and, 
being collected in the highest regions, they are devoid 
of those accompaniments which give such picturesque 
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effects to those lakes that are deposited in deep 
and hollow valleys. Cairn y Brain^ between Llan- 
gollen and Llandegle, is the highest point in Den- 
bighshire, reaching one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-eight feet above the sea; and Llyn Conway is 
the largest assemblage of waters. The county of 
Denbigh, under the late Reform Bill, sends two 
members to parliament; the united boroughs of 
Denbigh, Rhuthyn, Holt, and Wrexham return one. 



DENBIGH TOWN. 

The borough town of Denbigh occupies the sides 
of a steep hill, rising abruptly from the level of the 
beautiful vale of Clwyd, and bearing on its towering 
crest the venerable ruins of an ancient castle, a proud 
memorial of the bravery of the inhabitants in those 
days, when love of anarchy was mistaken for indepen- 
dence, and loyalty and fidelity were terms of reproach. 
The principal street approaches the market-place from 
the foot of the hill, and contains several very elegant 
and handsome private residences. The Town Hall 
possesses no architectural beauties, its sole merit is 
utility. Many excellent private houses are scattered 
through the town, which terminates at the other side 
of the hill in a miserable approach called Henllan 
Street. Denbigh, in conjunction with Rhuthyn and 
Holt, has for many years returned a member to 
parliament^ but Wrexham has been admitted to a 
participation in the privilege, by a plause in the new 
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Reform BUI. The corporation derived its last 
charter frojn King Charles the Second^ and consists 
of two aldermen, a recorder, two bailiffs, and two 
coroners. Whitchurch, where the old parish church 
of St. Marcellus is situated, lies in the open valley 
one mile from the town. It is no longer used as a 
place of worship, but resembles a chapel or oratory^ 
in which the remains of chiefs and men of learning 
are deposited. Their blazoned arms and sumptuous 
tombs are rapidly yielding to the decay incid^t 
on damp and negligence. In the porch is a brass 
plate, engraven with figures of Richard Myddleton, 
governor of Denbigh Castle in the reigns of Edward 
the Sixth, Mary and Elizabeth, with the Lady 
Jane, his wife. Behind him are represented his 
nine sous and seven daughters in the attitude of 
prayer. Many of his sons rendered themselves con- 
spicuous in public life, and even " did the state 
some service.*' William Myddleton, his third son, 
was a post captain in the British navy, and behaved 
with great coolness and wisdom when sent to recon- 
noitre the Spanish fleet off the Azores in 1591* He 
was one of the first persons who smoked tobacco 
publicly in England, and was a poet of eminence 
in his day. Thomas, the fourth son, was Lord 
Mayor of London, and founder of the Chirk Castle 
family in tliis county. And, Sir Hugh Myddleton, 
the sixth son, was a person whose useful life would 
impart a lustre to the greatest family. This was the 
enterprising individual who '^ smote the rock" and 
brought the waters of the New River into London. 
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A mural monument vainly attempts to. perpetuate 
the fame of Humphrey Llwyd, the scholar and an- 
tiquary. This remarkable person is celebrated as a 
master of eloquence^ an excellent rhetorician, and a 
sound philosopher. In the art of medicine and study 
of antiquities his knowledge appears to have been 
unconfined. Camden eulogises his memory. His 
friend^ Ortelius, owes to him his map of England ; 
and some of the most rare and valuable works in 
the British Museum were collected by Llwyd for 
his brother-in-law, Lord Lumley. He was born in 
the town of Denbigh in the year Id^?, and died at 
the early age of forty-one. The altar tomb of Sir 
John Salisbury is a rich specimen of monumental 
architecture. In the cemetery surrounding the 
church is a slab to the memory of Twm y Nant, the 
Cambrian Shakspeare, who died in the year 1810, 
at the age of seventy-one years. (See account of 
Denbigh Castle, p. 79,,) 



ABER WATERFALL. 

The little village of Aber is situated on the coast 
of Caernarvonshire, at the foot of a steep green hill, 
i^ainst which the tower of the little church appears 
relieved, and forms a useful landmark to travellers 
who venture to cross the Lavan sands and ferry 
from Beaumaris. In foggy weather they are directed 
in their dangerous journey by the tolling of the church 
bell. The church and inn constitute nearly the 
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wbole of the buildings, public and private, in this 
sequestered spot. At a little distance from thd 
village, and in the bwlch or entrance of a grand 
defile, stands an artificial tnount, anciently the site 
of a palace belonging to Llewellyn ap Gryfiydd. 
William de Breos, a powerful lord in the reign of 
Henry the Third, happening to fall into the hands 
of Llewellyn, at the siege of Montgomery, was 
conducted by him to his castle at Aber, and detained 
there a state prisoner for a considerable time. After 
his liberation suspicions of jealousy began to haunt 
the princess mind, and with a baseness which nothing 
but that hateful passion could create, invited De 
Breos to return to Aber as a guest; and, under the 
guise of . friendship, violated all laws of princely 
honour and hospitality by banging up his guest at 
the palace gate. While the luckless lord was sus- 
pended from the tree, Llewellyn is said to have 
asked his princess, in a taunting manner, what would 
she give to see her lover; and leading her to the 
window, pointed out to her the lifeless body of 
De Breos. Tradition preserves this tale in a few 
bardic lines, thus translated : 

Lovely princess, said Llewellyn, 
What will yoa give to see your Gwillim ? 
Wales and England and Llewellyn 
I'd freely give to see my Gwillim, &c. 

In a field now called Caer y Gwillim DdA, or the 
field of Black William, a cave is shown in which 
De Breos is believed to have been interred. The 
life of the Princess Joan, both before and after this 
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cruel tragedy, contradicts the unworthy suspicionfi^ of 
her lord. 

Aber was also the favourite residence of Dafydd 
ap Llewellyn, who, sinking beneath a weight of 
afflictions, expired here in the year 1246, and was 
interred in the abbey of Conway. The royal palace 
occupied the site of an ancient fort, auxiliary to th^ 
castle of Caer-Hun, in protecting the pass of Bwlch 
y ddau iFaen. 

A noble glen at right angles, nearly with the line 
of coast, opens towards the Rhaidar mawr, or Great 
Cataract of Aber. Precipitous hills close in on 
either side, and all egress seems denied in the remote 
distance. Down the front of Maes y Gder, a height 
of one hundred feet and upwards, the waters are 
thrown with vast impetuosity, and dashed from the 
lower part of the fall with a wonderful horizontal 
projection. The suddenness of the break, over 
which the cascade tumbles, leads many an inno- 
cent victim- to a painful termination of its existence, 
and the gloomy character of the picture is generally 
increased by the shattered remains of some poor 
animal numbered amongst the rocks at the foot of 
the great fall. 



" ibe roased up river poors along. 



Resistless, roaring dreadful, down it comes 
From the rade mountain and tbe mossy wild, 
Tumbling through rocks abrupt, and sounding far." 

Thomson. 



t 
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LLYN GWYNANT. 

This is one of two fine lakes occupying the beautiful 
vale between Beddgelert and Dyffryn Mymbre^ or 
Capel Curig. It washes the lowest visible part of 
Snowdon^s base, and is supplied by a noble cataract 
issuing from Ffynnon ^as*, one of the pools in the 
dark recesses of the great mountain. The hills 
around it, though picturesque and lofty, are not 
sufficiently broken for sublimity. On the southern 
extremity of the lake some fragments of a building 
are still discernible, confidently believed to be the 
ruins of a chapel erected by Madoc, the son of 
Owen Gwynedd, who dwelt here previous to his 
emigration to South America. The vale here con- 
tracts, and the grand mountain masses rapidly close 
in, forming the hollow of '^ Cwn Llan,^' where 
Snowdon is observed to tower with greater majesty 
than in any other position. Beneath his darkening 
front, and encompassed by a noble amphitheatre of 
mountains, is Plas Gwynant, the truly romantic seat 
of Mr. Vaudrey. At this precise spot the beauty of 
the scenery increases wonderfully, and the spectator 
is lost in an endless variety of rock, and wood, and flood, 
and mountain. Llanberis Vale may be more sublime, 
no valley in Wales is equally beautiful. Nor is the 
accompaniment of lake wanting here. Lyu Dinas 
now opens to the view, with its dark brow^n surface 

* The blue well. 
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and verdant banks. At its extremity rises a remark- 
able hill commanding the whole vale, whose rough, 
bold sides are in unison with the surrounding objects. 
Here are the ramparts of a fortress, which frowned, 
from its precipices, over the dark waters of the lake, 
and commanded the narrow avenues of the valley. 
This is the Dinas Emrys, where 

Prophetic Merljrn sat, when to the British king 
The changes long to come aaspicioaslj he told. 

Here Vortigeru retired, disgusted with the treachery 
of his Saxon allies; and being frustrated in his first 
essays to raise a fortress, by some invisible hand, 
consulted all the wise men of the age, who assured 
him, that his palace would always want stability 
until sprinkled with the blood of one '* without a 
father born.^' In the town of Caermarthen the child 
Merlin was found, the circumstances of whose life 
corresponded with the advice of the elders. The 
harmless boy was ordered to be sacrificed, but his 
questions so confounded the base advisers of bis 
death, that he obtained both life and liberty. The 
legend is thus embodied in poetic translation by 
Drayton : 

" To that mighty king, which rashly undertook 
A strong walled tower to rear, those earthly spirits that shook 
The great foundation still, in dragon's horrid shape, 
That dreaming wizard told, making the mountain gape 
With his most powerful charms, to view those caverns deep. 
And from the top of Bridd, so high and wondrous steep. 
Where Dinas Emrys stood, shew'd where the serpents fought. 
The white that tore the red; from whence the prophet wrought 
The Briton's sad decay, then shorUy to ensue." 
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LLANGOLLEN*. 

The character of Llangollen Vale is peculiar. The 
bills on either side are steep and lofty, and descend 
abruptly, though in verdant lawns, to the channel of 
the Dee. Although it may be considered to extend 
a length of ten or twelve miles, yet such is the 
extraordinary sinuosity of its form, that it hardly 
admits a prospect of half that extent or distance. 
The village has partaken largely of the benefits 
resulting from good public roads, and has progressed 
with much rapidity. It is more visited by tourists 
than any other part of the principality. The church, 
a handsome structure, is dedicated to Saint Collen^ 
and from the cemetery is seen the much admired 
view of the old bridge across the Dee, with rich 
accompaniments of wood and rock, and the fine 
back-ground of Dinas Bran. About four miles from 
the village the vale expands, and discloses a scene 
of inexpressible beauty. Here the noble aqueduct 
of Pont-y-Cysyllte, on. a scale so vast as to approach 
the character of a natural creation^ is thrown from 
mountain to mountain. It extends a length of nine 
hundred and eighty feet, and is sustained by twenty 
piers one hundred and sixteen feet in height from 
the bed of the river Dee, the span of the intervening 
arches being forty-five feet. At each end are spacious 

^ PronoQOced Tblao^otblan, the cbaroh of Saint Collen. 
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embankments^ now clothed with the richest foliage ; 
and the old bridge across the river has not only lent 
its name to the great work^ but has made a sacrifice 
of its beauty and publicity, being concealed and 
quite eclipsed by the towering structure above it. 
The object of its construction, as well as the meri- 
torious exertions of its originators, are fully set forth 
in the following inscription graven on the central 
pier : 

The Nobility and Gentry o^the adjacent counties 

having united their efforts with the great commercial 

interests of this country, in creating an interooarse and 

union between England and Wales, by a navigable 

communication of the three rivers, Severn, Dee, and Mersey^ 

for the mutual benefit of agriculture and trade, caused 

the first stone of this Aqaeduct of Pont-y-oysyllty to 

be laid on the 26th day of July, 1795 ; when Richard Myddleton, 

of Chirk, Esq. M.P. one of the original patrons of the Ellesmere Canal, 

was Lord of the Manor, and in the reign of our sovereign George III. 

When the equity of the laws and security of property promoted the 

general welfare of the nation; while the arts and sciences flourished 

by his patronage, and the conduct of civil life was improved by his 

example. 

This inscription is doubtless true^ and conveys a 
rational moral ; but the writer forgot that artists and 
men of science deserve, as a reward for their great 
services, at least, the introduction of their names 
upon such commejftorative tables. Mr. Telford 
furnished the design, and the contract for its erection 
was fulfilled by Wilson. 
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PLAS-NEWYDD, LLANGOLLEN. 

The history of the late occupants of this beautiful 
little cottage is at variance with the censure of the 
poet's Angelina on the quality of friendship. Lady 
Eleanor Butler, daughter of the Earl of Ormond, 
was born in Dublin, and almost from her cradle 
had been an orphan. Wealthy, beautiful, and nobly 
sprung, her hand was sought by persons of rank and 
fortune equal to her own ; but to all addresses of that 
description she expressed at once her disinclination. 
Although she openly avowed this taste for inde- 
pendence, no woman was ever more distinguished 
for mildness, modesty, and all those feminine graces 
which adorn and give interest to the sex. Miss Pon- 
sonby, a member of the noble family of Besborough, 
had been an early associate of Lady Eleanor ; and, 
possibly, it may have contributed in some degree to 
cement their growing friendship, the incidental cir- 
cumstance of both having been born in the same 
city, upon the same day and year, and being both 
bereaved of their parents at precisely the same 
period. Minds of so much sensibility soon mistook 
their fancies for realities, and rapidly concluding 
that they were destined for a life of independence, 
at the «arly age of seventeen vowed eternal friend- 
ship and devotion to each other for the residue of 
their lives; At the age of twenty-one, when the 
arm of the law rescued them from the friendly de- 
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tention of their relatives, they ivithdrew to the 
solitary little cottage of Plas-Newydd, never to return 
again to the gay^ glittering w^orld of fashion, or the 
country which gave them birth. Having enlarged 
and decorated their rural dwelling, laid out and 
planted their grounds, the selection of a library be- 
came an early care. Here much time was spent; 
and the glowing language of Miss Seward, a friend 
and frequent guest at Plas-Newydd, bears a high 
testimony to the philosophic quality of their minds. 
^^Ail that is grateful, all that is attached, will be 
ever warm from my heart towards each honoured 
and accomplished friend, whose virtues and talents 
diffuse intellectual sunshine that adorns and cheers 
the loveliest of the Cambrian vales." — Letter 38. 

The habits and manners of the '^ Llangollen 
ladies" w«re frank and open, and their hospitality 
of the most liberal kind. They visited and received 
the neighbouring gentry until the '^ weight of years 
pressed heavy on them/' Madame de Genlis and 
the Mademoiselle D'Orleans, are to be numbered 
amongst their visiters ; and it was here that intellec- 
tual being first heard the wild notes of our ^olian 
harp, of which she remarks, '^ it is natural for such 
an instrument to have originated in a country of 
storms and tempests, of which it softens the man- 



ners." 



Upwards of half a century these amiable com- 
panions graced the valley of Llangollen, extending 
a cheerful hospitality to their numerous guests, and 
exercising a benevolence the most unlimited towards 
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ibe most frieodkss of their oeighbottrsu At leoglli 
^Iiqj were called before the throne of brigbtiie^ 
find purity^ at the advaiM^ed 9gQS of seventy-two fauqtd 
Aev^nty-seyea. Their , remains are deposited ,ia .a 
vault in Llangollen ^emet^y, where tbebody. pf 
Mrs. Mary Carroll, their faithful servant^ had beqi» 
laid at rest liefpre them. 



. ' DENBIGH CASTLE. «{ 

'si «. 

f HE castle of DenUgh ,{Dinb(ichi the little foi^tj) 
pcQupies the crown of a rocky eipinence on the south 
fH^e of the noble. vale of Clwyd^ and commanding 
an extensive prospect over that rich and beautiful 
vein of country. This impregnable fortress, with 
one thousand pounds in lands, was granted by 
Bdward the First to Davydd, the brother of Llewel- 
lyn, as a marriage portion with the Earl of Derby's 
widow, whom he espoused at the king's request. 
Davydd forfeited .these grants by his rebellion, which 
enabled Edward to reward one of his English fol- 
lowers with this noble estate. The fortunate grantee 
was Henry Lacy, Earl of Lincoln and of Denbigh, ' 
who had married the daughter and sole heiress of 
Long-sword, Earl of Salisbury, by whom he had two 
sons, Edmund and John, who both died young, one 
of them by a fall into a very deep well within the 
castle of Denbigh ; and a daughter named Alicia^ 
^spoused by Thomas Plantagenet, Earl of Lanr 
caster, who, in right of this lady, became Earl of 
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Lincoln and of Sarum, Lord of Denbigh, Ha!ton> 
Pomfret, and constable of Chester Gastle. The 
nreiancholv death of his son Edmund so afflicted 
thef earl, that Leiand assures us it caused him to 
desert his proud castle without completing its great 
design. Upon the attainder of Thomas of Lancaster, 
son-in«law of Lacy, the lordship of Denbigh i^as 
conferred upon Hugh D'Espencer, a favourite of 
Edward the Second ; but this unpopular person 
being also cut off" by violence, Roger Mortimer 
obtained a grant of his estates, in fulfilment of a 
promise made to his mother by Edward the Third, 
before he ascended the throne, " that he would bestow 
one thousand pounds upon her son if ever he should 
succeed to the crown of England." The proprietor- 
ship of this impregnable rock seems to have inspired 
its lords with ideas of independence, uniformly 
growing up into rebellion. Mortimer was infected 
with the same anti monarchical notions, and met with 
a similar fate. The succession of tragedies was at 
length arrested by a Sir William Montacute, after- 
wards Earl of Salisbury, who continued a grateful 
and zealous adherent of the crown. Salisbury dying 
without issue^ and the attainder of Mortimer being 
reversed, Denbigh was restored, by marriage, to the 
house of York, and, consequently, to the crown 
once more. 

Queen Elizabeth bestowed tite lordship of Denbigh 
upon her favourite Leicester, who did not conciliate 
the affections of the Welsh people with the same zeal 
he did those of his royal mistress, and an insurrection 

£ 
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of the tenantry was the consequence of his tyran« 
nical governoient. In the year I696 a similar un-> 
popular grant was macje of the lordships of Denbigh^ 
Bromfield, and Yale to the Earl of Portland; but 
the resistance given to the investment of the grantee 
by the Welsh gentry was so decided, that parlia- 
ment petitioned the crown to reverse the grant. 

Edward the Fourth, while Duke of York, sus- 
tained a siege here from the army of Henry the 
Sixth, and ultimately effected his escape. Charles 
the First lodged in the castle for a short period after 
his retreat from Chester ; and the Siambr y Brennin, 
or king's apartments, though totally ruined, are still 
pointed out. The Welsh, however, have greater 
cause of self-gratulation, and may point to this 
monument of departed power with more pride, from 
the gallant defence which they made from its walls, 
under the copduct of the brave William Salisbury, 
against the parliamentary forces, than from any 
adventitious circumstance involved in its sad and 
eventful history. 

The ruins are of great extent, and the grand 
portal is nearly entire; but from the mode of its 
erection, as well as the means of its destruction, 
they afford but little that is picturesque in their ap^ 
pearance. The ground plan was at first surrounded 
by double walls, parallel to each other, and distant 
only by six or eight feet, the intermural space was 
then filled up with rubble^ stone and hot mortar, 
which on cooling became a solid conglomerate. 
Upon the barbarous dismantling of the castle, after 
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the Restoration, which was done by springing a mine 
of gunpowder beneath it, the walls separated and 
fell from the grouting, exposing a mass of shattered 
fragments, without the advantage of a single tree 
or any impending object to throw a relieving shadow 
over the melancholy heap. 

Near to the grand entrance of the castle stand 
the side walls of an unfinished church, one hundred 
and seventy feet in length, and pierced by many 
spacious windows. These were raised by the Earl 
of Leicester, and destined for the celebration of the 
reformed service ; but he did not like, or, as others 
say, did not live to visit his oppressed Welsh 
tenantry, and left this pious work unfinished. A 
subscription was some years afterwards set on foot, 
and ample funds obtained for roofing over the walls, 
but the Earl of Essex, on his way to Ireland, pro- 
cured a loan of the sum collected, and no effort was 
ever after made to save the whole from falling to 
decay. 

An interesting and national spectacle was exhi- 
bited on the bowling-green under the castle walls 
of Denbigh, in the autumn of 1 828 ; it is called in 
Welsh an Eistedfodd, and means a meeting of the 
bards. This is an institution of ancient origin, and 
was formerly held under a precept or commission 
from the crown, directed to the principal inhabitants 
iti the district where the meeting was intended to be 
held. The latest royal mandate for the holding 
of an Eistedfodd was issued by Queen Elizabeth, 
and directed to the ancestors of some of the most 

£ 2 
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respectable families now resident in Flint and 
Denbighshires, The bardic assemblage of 1828 was 
accompanied by circumstances of a very peculiar 
and gratifying character, and the remembrance of it 
will long be cherished by all Cambrians who wit* 
nessed it^ with feelings of the deepest and warmest 
enthusiasm. The verdant platform of the bowling- 
green commands one of the richest and happiest 
prospects in nature; the eye sweeps down the green 
hills on the south, and passing over the noble and 
broad valley of the Clwyd, climbs rapidly the 
Clwydian hills, where it finds an index to a brighter 
prospect in the national monument on Moel Ffam- 
mau. Here a handsome obelisk on the highest 
of the hills commemorates the fiftieth year of the 
eventful reign of King George the Third. This 
accidental circumstance gave an additional interest 
to this bardic meeting, for, by a singular coincidence. 
Sir E. Mostyn, a descendant of Sir Piers, one of the 
persons named in the precept of Elizabeth, was pre- 
sident of the Eistedfodd. A noble individual, the 
representative of the brave William Salisbury, the 
defender of the castle, graced llie assemblage by his 
presence. A dignitary of the cliuroh, who embodied 
those gallant actions in a valuable history^ judged 
some of the bardic effusions, and a royal prince looked 
gratefully over the beads of an innocent and happy 
people towards the monument which their loyalty 
and affection had raised to his venerable father. 
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VALLE CRUCIS ABBEY. 

The Vale of Crucis opens into the beautiful 
scenery of Llangollen, about two miles from the 
little village. Fancy cannot paint a scene more 
suited to the indulgence of solemn thought. It is 
the spot which a recluse, enamoured of the great 
scenes of nature, where the eye is continually pre- 
sented with sublime ideas, where every object con- 
tributes to soothe, but not transport the mind, would 
select as an habitation of cheerful solitude. In the 
days of its greatness it must have been a place con- 
secrated to retirement, but now how much is the 
solitude of the scene heightened by the accompani- 
ment of a ruined abbey shrouded in forest trees that 
wave over its mouldering towers, — 

Say, ivj'd Valle Cracis ; time decaj'd 

Dim on the brink of Deva's wandering floods, 
Yoar ivj'd arch glittering throagh the tangled shade, 

Yoar gray hills towering o'er yoar night of woods ; 
Deep in the Tale recesses as you stand, 

And,' desolately g^eat, the rising sigh ooromand: 
Say, lonely rainM pile, when former years 

Saw yoar pale train at midnight altars bow. 
Saw superstition frown upon the tears 

That mourned the rash, irroTOcable tow. 
Wore one young lip gay Eleanora's* smile? 

Did *^ Zara's look serene one tedious hour beguile V* 

The foundation of the Cistercian Abbev of Valle 
Crucis is attributed to Gryffydd ap Madoc Maelor, 
Lord of Bromfield and Yale, about the year 1^00; 

* Lady Eleanor Butler and Miss Ponsonby. 
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considerable parts of both church and abbey still 
remain. The former was cruciformed, and exhibits 
several styles of architecture* The eastern end is 
the most ancient; it is adorned by three lancet slips, 
forming one grand window. The entrance was in 
the west beneath a broad and beautifully ornamented 
window, above which is a smaller one of a marigold 
form, decorated with tracery and fret work, and 
under it may be discovered the following inscription : 

A. D. A. M. ]>• N, S, — feoit hoc opus, pace beat& qaiescat. Amen. 

The abbey and cloisters are more imperfect, the 
latter evidently built in a rich and ornamental style 
of architecture^ well calculated to shed a '^ dim re- 
ligious light^^' but now desecrated into a farm house 
and offices. 



RHUTHIN CASTLE. 

Rhuthyn, or (Rhudd-Din, the red fort), is placed 
upon a gentle eminence on the south side of the vale 
of Clwyd, backed by wooded hills, and is one of the 
best and most agreeable towns in North Wales. 
It has undergone much modern improvement, and 
is possessed of several ancient endowments and 
privileges. The great sessions for the county are 
held here in a very elegant modern hall, faced with 
cut stone, and accurately finished in the interior. 
The church is spacious and architectural, designed 
and finished in an excellent style. A range of 
alms houses surround the churchyard, and represent 
the ancient hospital ; and adjacent to the mansion of 
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ihe warden is the free school, richly endowed by 
Gabriel Goodman, D. D. whose monument is set 
up against the north wall of the church. 

Some doubt appears to exist as to the foundation 
of a castle here anciently, the Welsh name " Castell 
g6ch yn gwernfor," indicating a fortress of earlier 
date than any erected by the Saxons. The general 
belief, however, is, that Reginald de Grey, second 
son of Lord Grey de Wilton, had a grant of the lord* 
ship of Khuthyn, then embracing nearly the whole 
vale of Clwyd, as a reward for his services in reducing 
the ancient Britons. This great captain built the 
noble castle and enclosed the town, and, to secure the 
quiet enjoyment of his grant, did homage to Edward 
the Second at Chester in the year 1301. A drawing 
preserved amongst the manuscripts in the British 
Museum exhibits the magnitude and stateliness of 
De Grey's castle, and fully justifies the wordy de- 
scription of the honest Churchyard : 

" This oasUe stands on rocke mach like red bricke. 
The dykes are cat with toole throagb stonie cragge, 
The towers are hje, the walles are large and tbicke, 
The worke itself woald shake a subject's bagge." 

Both castle and lordship continued in the posterity 
of De Grey until the reign of Henry the Seventh, 
when, by a special compact, George Grey, Earl of 
Kent, and Lord of Rhuthyn, assigned them to the 
crown. From this period until the reign of Eliza- 
beth this stately fabric was suffered to decay, but 
was then new roofed and entirely restored by Am- 
brose, Earl of Warwick, on whom the queen be- 
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dtowed it. From the Warwick family it passed to 
the MyddletOQsT of Chirk Castle, by the marriage 
of Charlotte, daughter of Sir Thomas Myddletpii^ 
who had for her first husband an Earl of Warwiclu. 
The lordship has since continued in this family^ and 
the rights are exercised by one of the coheiresses ol 
the late Richard Myddleton, Esq. 

A modern castle has arisen from the ruins, the an> 
cient ground plan being pursued with the assistance, 
of the drawing before alluded to. The restoration 
does not extend over the entire area, yet forms a 
truly lordly residence. A reference to the original 
plan indicated the existence of a well in the centre 
of the rocky citadel, where, after a careful examina^ , 
tion, it was at length discovered, built around with . 
stone, and having a depth of nearly one hundred 
feet. 

WYNNSTAY. 

The noble demesne of VVynnstay, the seat of Sir 
Walkyn Williams Wynne, Bart, is situated at the, 
eastern extremity of the vale of Llangollen, in an 
open and levieJ, though elevated district. The 
grounds owe much to the taste and magnificent ideas 
of its successive proprietors, and the embellishments 
that have been added year after year present now a 
wonderful and beautiful association, their grandeur 
being accompanied, as the scenery of all private 
parks usually is, with an air of melancholy. The 
Hall is a spacious but not a regular building. It 
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consists of an ancient mansion, to which a part only 
of a new and extensive design has been attached. 
The old house stands upon . the site of a British 
palace^ once the residence of GryfFydd ap Madoc 
Maelor, Lord of Bronitield and Yale, and founder of 
the abbey of Valle Crucis. The new house, part of 
a greater design, by Cockenell, was built by the first 
Sir Watkyn; it is a simple regular elevation, pos- 
sessing the great merit of capaciousness^ a quality 
indispensably requisite in the Hall of a family con- 
spicuous through generations for the exercise of a 
liberal hospitality. The principal apartml^nt or 
state drawing-room is seventy feet in length by 
thirty in breadth, lighted by six spacious windows, 
the piers being occupied by richly ornamented cabi- 
nets filled with curiosities of various descriptions. 
The ceiling, which is separated into sunk panels 
and beautifully finished with stucco and gilding, is 
sustained by pillars of porphyry corresponding with 
the elegant pilasters which adorn the side walls. 
In this splendid apartment are a few portraits by 
Sir Godfrey Kneller, Vandyck, Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, and Dahl, with a bust of the Great Sir Wat- 
kyn, as he is sometimes styled, by Rysbach ; and 
two admirable busts by Nollekens, one of the 
present baronet, the other of Lord Grenville. A 
few good landscapes are hung in the different apart- 
ments, a portrait of Wilson by himself is a masterly 
performance, and an original three-quarter portrait 
of Flora Macdonald is both interesting and clever. 
The library contains the remains of a choice collec- 

e3 
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tion of manuscripts^ the rest having unhappily been 
destroyed by an accidental fire ; those that were pre- 
served are chiefly biographical. In the dining-room 
stands a large silver font about three feet in length, 
supported by a pillar of the same height. This tri« 
bute of public merit was presented to the present Sir 
Watkyn by the gentry of his native county, Denbigh. 
The extent, elegance, and beauty of the demesnci 
are more than proportionate to the arrangements of 
the mansion. A spacious park well stocked with 
red and fallow deer surrounds the house, it is adorned 
with noble forest trees, and varied by well dis-* 
posed artificial pieces of water. The quarter of 
the demesne, called the *' Bath Grounds/' is a roost 
gratifying specimen of landscape gardening. These 
delightful pleasure grounds, laid out by Mr. Evans, 
consist of shrubberies, walks, and bowers, disposed 
with admirable taste. A noble sheet of water occu* 
pies the centre of the wood ; it is formed by the ex-^ 
pansion of a little brook, artfully conducted over a 
rocky precipice at the extremity, where it is thrown 
into a pleasing and picturesque cascade. The Bath, 
which lends a distinguishing name to this part of 
the demesne, is a limpid fountain confined by an 
enclosure of cut stone. A beautiful Grecian temple, 
adorned with a portico of four columns, supporting 
an entablature and pediment, stands close by it, and 
is beautifully reflected in its smooth waters at the 
approach of evening. Near the entrance to the Bath 
Grounds a fluted column of one hundred feet in 
height, surmounted by a funeral urn, presents an 
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interesting memorial of maternal affection, and a 
beautiful specimen of columnar architecture : it was 
designed by Mr. Wyatt. The entablature is sur- 
rounded by a gallery approached by steps concealed 
within the shaft, and the plinth is adorned with 
wreaths of oak leaves descending from the beaks of 
eagles. On the cenotaph is graven this brief but 
feeling epitaph — 

Fllio Optimo, Mater, eheu ! saperates« 

In a demesne of such extent, the creation and com- 
bination of so many persons^ years, events, &c. many 
beautiful and romantic rides may naturally be sup- 
posed to have been formed. The new approach, 
opened by the. present Sir Watkyn, and commencing 
at the iron bridge, leads to the Hall by an avenue of 
three miles in length, through an amazing variety 
of sylvan scenery. But this is not the great boast 
of Wynnstay ; the consummation of all its wonders 
and its beauties is reserved for the vale of Nant y 
Belan*. Here nature has profusely displayed her 
charms. Two steep banks, richly clothed with woods 
that dip into the torrent's bed and wave upon either 
side, form a long vista of inexpressible grandeur. 
The winding Dee here pours her rapid flood along 
with awful murmurings and at a fearful depth, then 
throwing herself headlong into a deep dark pool, 
seems to rest, as if exhausted with the violence of 
the efforts by which it was attained.^ This grand 

* Tbe glen of the Marten.. 
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picture forms but the foreground of an extensive 
landscape, wherein the middle distance is occupied 
by the happy scenery of Llangollen, and the re- 
motest filled by the British Alps. Upon the rock 
from whence this panorama is beheld, Sir Watkyn 
has erected a circular temple, to the memory of his 
brave associates, his army of ancient Britons, who 
fell in the unhappy Irish rebellion of 1798. * 

The whole 'of this spacious demesne is enclosed 
by a stone wall nine miles in extent, and the prin- 
cipal entrance is through a straight avenue, one mile 
in length, overshadowed by aged oaks. Wattstay 
was the original name of this estate, so called from 
its situation upon Watt's Dyke, but exchanged for 
Wynnstay by Sir John, when it became his property 
by marriage with Jane, daughter and heiress of Eyton 
Evans of Wattstay, Esq. 

Sir Watkyn is of the ancient Gwydyr stock, and 
traces his descent to Owen Gwynedd, Prince of 
Wales. The Wynnstay branch has been united 
with some of the noblest families of England ; the 
present baronet is married to the Lady Harriet, 
daughter of the Earl of Powis, and sister of the 
Duchess of Northumberland. 

The manufacturing village of Ruabon, or Rhiwa- 
bon, lies immediately outside the demesne wall, and 
is inhabited by persons connected with the iron 
foundries and coal pits of this mineral district. On 
a conspicuous height above it, commanding a view 
of the vale of Llangollen, stands a handsome square 
embattled tower of two stories, erected by the present 
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owner of Wynnstay to commemorate the event of 
the field of Waterloo. 

The posthumous honours paid to this ancient 
family have employed the chisels of the ablest sculp- 
tors, and adorn a temple which their munificence 
has erected. The first Sir John of Wynnstay, who 
was the grandson of Sir John of Gwydyr, is interred 
in Rhiwabon church, beneath, as Mr. York calls it, 
perhaps for the exercise of a pleasant alliteration^ 
*^ a mass and massacre of marble." The monu* 
ment of Lady Harriet Somerset, first wife of Sir 
Watkyn, who died in 1769, is one of Nollekens* 
happiest designs ; and on one side of the altar is a 
noble monument, by Rysbach, of the first Sir 
Watkyn, who was killed by a fall from his horse, on 
the 26th of September, 1 749. The image of this 
eminent person's mind has been as feelingly pour- 
trayed by the classic Dr. King, as the graces of his 
person are truly expressed by the chisel of the artist. 

An elegant baptismal font, of white marble, and 
resting on a tripod of distinguished grace, was pre- 
sented to the church and parish, along with the 
excellent organ in the gallery, by the second Sir 
Watkyn, in the year 1772, 



CHIRK CASTLE, 

The seat of Mrs. Myddleton Biddulph, stands in a 
spacious and noble demesne, spreading over the 
sides and summit of a finely situated and isolated 
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hill. It 18 an ancieiTt buildingy uniting the castle 
with the mansioD, in which strength and solidity 
have been consulted to the neglect or prejudice of 
grace and beauty. Its fornY is quadrangular, 
strengthened by a massive flanking tower at each 
corner, and a fifth projects from the principal front, 
through which a lofty archway passes, giving admis* 
sion to a court within. The dimensions of the 
court yard are one hundred and sixty-five feet in 
length by one hundred in breadth, surrounded on 
all sides by various apartments, the windows of 
which, for tlie most part, open towards the enclosed 
area. A handsome arcade, which formerly occupied 
the basement on the east side, has been closed up 
and converted into habitable rooms. The dungeon 
said to be as deep towards Tartarus as the casde 
walls were reared towards Heaven, is still entire, 
still furnished with its dread machinery, and its floor 
is reached by a descent of two-and-forty steps. The 
great entrance of the castle was originally protected 
by handsome and lofty iron palisades, having statues 
of Hercules and Mars on either side; but the former 
have been removed, and set up at the western en* 
trance to the park, and the statues are probably 
committed to the dungeon. 

The principal apartments are both comfortable 
and elegant. The picture gallery, one hundred feet 
in length by twenty-two in breadth, is adorned with 
portraits of illustrious persons, and of different mem- 
bers of the Myddleton family; amongst them are 
those of the great Duke of Ormond and of his son the 
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Earl of Ossory. This was the virtuous stoic who 
censured the corrupt age and court in which he 
moved by exclaiming on the early decease of his 
favourite son^ '' I would not exchange my dead son 
for any living one in Europe." Besides portraits of 
Sir Thomas Myddleton, and his daughter the 
Countess of Warwick, there are some rare landscapes 
in the state rooms, painted by Wilson, and coloured 
on the spot-from nature. They are chiefly views in 
Cfairk-Castle Park, and are very reflections of the 
grayish tone of colouring so peculiar to Wales. Here 
is also a view of Pystil Rhaidar, in which the cataract 
appears falling into the $ea, while a few ghips are 
seen sailing past it. The cause of this singular mis- 
representation is explained in this way: a foreign 
artist, not very familiar with the English language, 
was engaged to execute a painting of this noble 
waterfall ; but, wlien his work was completed, one of 
the first persons to whom be exhibited it observed, 
that a few sheep at the foot of the fall would give 
animation to the whole. Willing to accept the ad- 
vice, but mistaking the adviser, the artist immediately 
introduced a few ships (sheeps) with the natural and 
necessary accompaniment of the sea, 

Castel Crogen, the original name of Chirk, was 
an ancient British fortress, and fell into the hands of 
Roger Mortimer, Justice of North Wales, in the 
following manner. John Earl of Warren and Roger 
Mortimer Earl of Wigmore, being appointed guar* 
dians over the sons of GryfFydd ap Madoc, a partisan 
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of H€Jnry the Third and Edward th* First, put thcSt 
wiurda to deeth and seized npon their estates, MbN' 
timer taking Nanheuddwy and Chirk, the portfon of 
the younger child, and Warren possessing himself of 
Bromfield, Yaie, and Dinas Bran. A property held 
by so base a title required to be protected by poweN 
ful measures, and Mortimer thought it expedient' tb 
erect a strong ca^le at Chirk, on the site of the 
British fortress. The building was commenced in 
the year 101 1, and completed in 1013. The crimes 
of Mortimer were punished by an ignominiousf 
death in the Tower of London, but Chirkland con- 
tinuing in his family, was sold by his grandson, John, 
to Richard Fitz-Alan, Earl of Arundel, whose soft 
was appointed governor of the castle with a con- 
tinuation of the grant, whereby Chirkland was again . 
annexed to Bromfield and Yale. Thomas Mow- 
bray, Duke of Norfolk, having espoused a sister of 
Lord Arundel, the estate passed over to him, but 
was transferred to the Earl of Abergavenny, wtio' 
had married another of the sisters of Lord Arundel, 
upon the Duke of Norfolk's disgrace and banish^ 
ment in 1397- By the marriage of Edward Nevtl 
wkb the grandaugbter of the last proprietor it passed 
into his family, iu the reign of Henry the Sixth. 
Sir William Stanley appears to have been the next 
proprietor, upon whose untimely death it escheated 
to the crown. Elizabeth bestowed it upon the Eari 
of Leicester, at whose death it passed into the 
possession of Iiord filetso, from whose sen it was 
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piuofaased by Sir Thomas Myddlelon, Knt. in 
l^94f/ and is now posseted by bis descendaat/ 
Mrs, Myddleton Biddulpfa. 

..Previous to the year 1506 the castle was regularly 
garrisoned: during the usurpation it was besieged, 
and three of the towers battered down by Crooiweirs 
artillery. Sir Thomas Myddleton, the owner, de- 
fended himself gallantly, and was reimbursed by 
Charles the Second for his losses, amounting to 
thirty thousand pounds, accompanied by an oiFer of 
elevation to a peerage, which honour he very 
modestly declined. 

The view from the high grounds of the park is 
amazingly extensive, commanding a prospect over 
seventeen different counties. A part of the grounds, 
distinguished by the name of the ^' Black Park/' 
derives its epithet from the death of a keeper, who, 
coming to the assistance of a young wx>man who was 
attacked by a stag, was himself goi^ed to death by 
the ferocious animal. The village of Chirk lies at 
the foot of the hill on which the castle stands. It 
consists of a few cottages built from agreeable rustic 
designs, and presents a neat and cheerful appear- 
ance. The church is handsome, spacious, and 
adorned with a noble tower. The interior is orna- 
mented with monuments of the Chirk-Castle family ; 
the best and most interesting of which is erected to 
the memory of the famous Sir Tliomas Myddleton. 

The little river Ceiriog, which separates England 
from Wales, flows through the valley of Chirk, and 
is crossed by a handsome aqueduct conveying the 
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waters of the Ellesmere canal. This extremity of 
the aqueduct is met by a tunnel passing under the 
hilly and carrying the line of navigation towards the 
aqueduct at J^langollen. A singular mound may 
be observed on the brow of the hill hanging over the 
Ceiriog, and at a little distance from the church, 
it is obviously artificial, ancj is doubtless a sepul- 
chral barroW; such as are frequently found in other 
parts of the principality. 



LLANRWST CHURCH. 

The town of Llanrwst is situated on the eastern 
bank of the river Conway^ in the beautiful and 
luxuriant vale to which it lends its name. The 
river is broad^ smooth, and shallow, except when 
swollen by the mountain floods, which rise and 
fall with wonderful rapidity. One of the most 
celebrated objects here is the famous shaking bridge, 
built from a design of Inigo Jones. It consists of 
three arches, the centre sixty feet span, and, if the 
crowns of the arches were not too high, would be a 
light, beautiful, and ingenious work. The ceremony 
of shaking is performed by two persons upon the 
crown of the centre arch, first rocking themselves 
sufficiently to acquire a gentle momentum, and then 
falling back against the great centre stone of the 
battlements; a person leaning against the opposite 
battlement will feel the tremulous motion commu- 
nicated through the whole masonry of the bridge. 



X 
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The vi^w.of Llaiirw'st vale from the bridge^ and from 
the road leading to it on the Denbighshire side of the 
river is of unexampled beauty. The Gwydyr woods 
clothe a precipitous mountain on the west^ for a length 
of five miles^ through which a bold crag here and 
there is seen protruding with a fine effect. The op* 
posite side is also finely wooded, and variegated with 
mansions, parks, .meadow, corn-land, and all that 
enriches a landscape. This perspective of the vale 
presents a composition embracing grandeur and mag* 
nificence in a high degree, combined with scenes of 
great pastoral beauty. 

The town possesses no architectural or other 
peculiar attractions, and from the lowness of its 
situation does not participate in the exquisite scenery 
with which it is surrounded. Its recommendations 
are of a less romantic though not less useful cha- 
racter, consisting in the excellence of its fairs and 
markets, and its convenient position for the conduct 
of a profitable inland trade. The town and market* 
hall, the free school, and the almshouses'^ are its 
most ancient institutions of a public class. The 
church is picturesquely placed on the bank of the 
river; and the view of the valley, with the famous 



* Id the in trod action, bj the Hon. Daines Barrington, to the 
memoirs of the Gwydjr family, is the following passage relating to 
this foundation : — *' In 1610, Sir John Wynne erected at Uanrwst 
some almshonses (to which he gave the name of Jesus Hospital) for 
the reception of twelve poor men, and drew np regulations for the 
management of his benefaction. He also endowed this charity very 
liberally with the rectorial tithes of Eglwys Fach, uhich are now 
valued at two hundred ponnds per annom." 



/ 
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bridge in the foreground, enjoyed from the churcb* 
yard, Is eaiiuendy beautiful. The church is dedi-* 
cated to Saint Kystyd or II wst, archbishop of JLondon 
in the year 361, and one of those who were present 
at the council of Aries. The ground on which it 
is built was given by Rhun ap Nefydd, in expiation 
of the foul murder of Prince Idwal, who was sjain 
in Cwm Idwal, by order of his foster-father Nefydd 
Haradd. 7 he chief object of interest here is the 
Gwydyr chapel, adjoining the churchy of which 
luigo Jones was the architect, A. D. 1663, the 
expense being defrayed by Sir Richard Wynne. 
The design is much admired, and its restitution 
by Lord Willoughby D'Eresby, representative of 
the ancient house of Gwydyr, is characteristic of 
a happy exertion of munificence and taste. The 
carvjed roof is not part of Joneses design, it waa 
brought hither from the dissolved abbey of Maento» 
three miles from Llanrwst. In this mausoleum pf 
the Wynnes are some curious monuments, illus- 
trative> of history, and no mean specimens of the 
progress of the arts at the period of their execu** 
tion. A white marble tablet contains a pedigree 
of the family from the time of Edward the First 
down to the year in which the chapel was erected. 
Underneath this pedigree is an exquisite portrait, 
engraved on brass, of Dame Sarah Wynne, daughter 
of Sir Thomas Myddleton, of Chirk Castle, exe- 
cuted in a masterly style by William Vaughan in 
the year 1671. On the south side are two pyra- 
midal columns of variegated marble adorned with 



LLANK WST CH URCH, 93 

military itisignia^ one to the memory of Meredyth; 
the other of Sir John Wynne, and his consort the 
Lady S^idney, daughter of Sir William Gerard, chan- 
cellor of Ireland ; and between the columnar mo- 
nuil^ents is a simple tablet to John ap Meredydd 
who died in 1559. 

A fine effigiated tomb, sunk in the floor, repre- 
sents Howel Coetmore ap GrytFydd Vychan ap 
Dafydd Gam, in complete armour, his feet resting 
on a lion couchant. He was grandson of GryfFydd *, 
who lies interred in the church of Bettws-y-coed, 
and proprietor of the Gwydyr estates, which 
were purchased from one of his descendants by the 
Wynnes. 

Here also is preserved the stone coffin in which 
the remains of Llewellyn the Great were deposited 
in the abbey of Conway ; upon the dissolution of 
religious houses in Wales it was removed here. A 
singular Latin inscription, of which the following is 
a translation, appears on a monument in the pew 
belonging to the Davises of Cyffydli^ it is dedicated 
to the memory of Gryffydd Lloyd of Bryniog, and is 
supposed to have been written by himself, 

" Ooce the undeserving schoolmaster, 
Then the more undeserving lecturer, 
And last of all the most undeserving reotor of this parish. 
Do not think, speak, or write any thing evil of the dead." 

• . 1 . ■ - ■ .. — __ — _i_ 

* See Pont-y-Pair. 
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FLINTSHIRE, 

The smallest of the six shires included within 
North Wales. It occupies an area of one hundred 
and ninety-seven thousand seven hundred and sixty 
acres, and extends thirty-three miles in length and 
ten at its mean or average breadth. The estuary of 
the river Dee and the waves of the Irish sea lave its 
shores on the east and north. Denbighshire joins 
it on the west and south, and Cheshire on the east* 
A range of hills, the loftiest of which, Moel y Gaer, 
attains a height of one thousand and twenty feet 
above the 9ea-level, extends from Prestatyn to Ha- 
warden, and bisects the surface of the county lon- 
gitudinally. The section on the sea side is the richest 
mineralogical district in the principality, and that on 
the land side yields an abundant agricultural return. 
The coal field occupies the parishes of Whitford, 
Holywell, Flint, Northop, and part of Hawarden 5 
and considerable quantities are exported from Mostyn 
quay for the consumption of the principality. Pure 
limestone exists along the sea coasts and constitutes 
a valuable export. Lead ore, lapis calaminaris, zinc, 
pseudo-galena, petro-silex, and other valuable mine- 
rals are found in the Holywell and Mold districts. 
Many of these are wrought at the towns along the 
coast, the supply of fuel being abundant, from which 
circumstance this small county has acquired consi- 
derable wealth. The Marquis of Westminster, Lord 
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Mostyn, Lord Dinorben, and Sir Edward Mostyn 
are amongst the wealthy mineral proprietors. The 
scenery here is less interesting than in the adjoining 
shires; it possesses less variety of surface, less plan- 
tation, fewer rivers, and there is a partial denudation 
of the surface from the mine waste, which com- 
pletely poisons vegetation. The termination of the 
beautiful vale of Clwyd, and the embouchure of its 
meandering river, lie within the county boundaries, 
and the Allen makes a circuitous, but not picturesque, 
course through the south-eastern hundreds. Flint- 
shire includes the respectable manufacturing towns 
of Holywell, Mold, and Hawarden, and returns one 
member to the imperial parliament. The boroughs 
of Flint, Caergwrle, St. Asaph, and Holyw^ell, enjoy 
the privilege of electing a second ; the two last men- 
tioned places deriving that advantage from a clause 
in the Reform Bill of 1832. 



FLINT CASTLE. 

Flint, an ancient borough town and the capital of 
the shire, is situated upon the banks of the navigable 
estuary of the river Dee, and was anciently an im- 
portant military position and valuable maritime 
situation. It was probably a Roman citadel or 
encampment, afterwards adopted by the ancient 
British as being happily circumstanced both for 
commerce and secure habitation ; and, lastly, selected 
by the conqueror of Wales, Edward the First, as an 
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9flpr«»pfiate site tor tbt erection asdcstabii^iiQiil of 
a v«st fBtlilstry clefidt; The >fa«>roiigk wa8.:et;ectQflik^ 
die year 1@83,> an4 is '.<oi)trtb«tory wtth Hoiji^Ui 
Rbttddhm, Gaerwyi^ Caergwrle^ and St j^{rft't» 
returning one member to parli^sm^fet^ The itocuijr 4d 
trade here/ atid tibe v]»t iiicrea9e of oMiaMffiC^tl 
prosperity in tbe viei»ity of Mold^ in addttii»n te^.i^ 
Hiore cestral poti^oB^ ba:ve octaaioa^ the xiraiiafeF 
of tbe great sessrions fr<mi Fbtit to tbat. towfw iiere^ 
however^ ali prisoners are confined, ai>d tbi^ «0M9t|; 
jail, an acbnired and clever design by Turner, alandt 
in a healtby elevated position within the tK)wAymtA^ 
of the ancient castie. Provision has been. made bi 
tbe interior for the infliction of that most cruel of all 
species of earthly punishments, solitary confinement;; 
but the habitual utoraiity of tbe Cambiians hae Btt^- 
perseded the necessity of its operation, and the eoH*.* 
stitution of Britain, ^hich disclaims ali speci^Kii of 
torture,' must assuredly shrink from this, the moal 
merciless of ail. The following inscription, which 
is engraven on a tablet above the principal gate, 
was written by the learned and accomplished Mr* 
Pennant:^ — 

" In the twentj-fifth jear of his Majesty, George the Third, in , 
the SherifTalty of Thomas Hanmer, Bart, this prison was erected, 
inMeftd of the aneient loathsome place of confinement, in pity to tlm 
misery of eireu tbe moat guilty, to alleviate tbe sf^erings of lettmt- 
offenders, or of the innocent themselves, whom, the chances of haman 
lire may brin|^ within these walls. Done at the expense of the cooMyV 
«ide4 by the sabUBriptioBs of- several of lb8:geiitry»^tvhoyiBtbefilli^4.^ 
of most cUstrejssfal da^s, Tolantarily.tool^ upon themselFes p^tf-t^. 
the bnrden, in compassion to such of their countrymen on whom 
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Tbe CMtle, bottt by Edward ibe i^irst, imd ^ 
o«iter >'w«ik'Of wbkli are still entitev is plaioed upon 
a freestdiie rock jattiiq; inlo-tbe fiver Dee^ m -ir 
iiordwesiM directioD froiB ih^ town, with wbi^ il 
was originitlly c^emieoled by a drawbridge iaiUng 
agaiftvrilye barbacan^ a fiifte reinain of tbe Normaa 
ftyle, but now nearly demelisbed. The first d^sigw 
eoMsf^ of a sq«are bsrldhigy flaoked at three comers 
by masske towers^ with a keep or cHadei, called 
die douUe tower, removed a little distance from 
the rafioaiiHiig angle of the square. This most have 
been an inaccessible prison before the invention of 
gunpowder ; it was approached from the castle court 
by h drawbridge, and was fcHtned by concentric walls 
six feet in thickness, the intermural gallery being eight 
feet wide, and encircliag a central apartment of d»o»t 
tweoty feet in diameter. 

''Die foundation of Flint Castle is attributed by 
aU chroniclers to Edward the Firsts and dated in 
1£7^ i&bottt six years after its completion it vras 
suvptisedi and nearly wrested from Edward, in a 
suddea insurrection of the Welsh, and was only 
relieved by the greatest activity and courage on the 
part of the English king. The reception of Piers 
Gaveston, in the year 1S0£, was the next historic 
exent of consequence that occurred here, this was 
foHowed by the appointment of the Black Prince 
as governor, A. D. 1355. In the year 1385 Flint 
Cas de y with some lands of the Lord Audley, were 
granted, by Richard the Second, to De Vere, Earl of 
Oxford, whom lie farther <bonottfed by cyaaUn^ 
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Earl of Dublki and Lord Chief Justice of Chester. 
On. the attainder of De Vere, Percy, Earl of North* 
umberland, extorted a grant of this castle from his 
unsuspecting monarch, where he afterwards basely 
betrayed him into the bands of his rival Bolingbroke. 
Richard was in Ireland when be received an 
invitation from the treacherous Percy to meet his rivals 
'who professed his only objects to be the restoration 
of his property, inquiry into the death of his uncle, 
and that the kingdom should be allowed a parlia- 
ment. To all which reasonable requests the king 
consented ; and passing over to Conway, and thence, 
at the pressing solicitation of the false Northum- 
berland who accompanied him, advancing towards 
Flint, he met, in the recesses of the hills at 
Penmaen Rh6s,. a party of soldiers assembled. 
At length, perceiving that treachery was meant^ he 
attempted to turn his horse round, but Percy spring* 
ing forward, grasped the bridle, and in this forcible 
manner conducted him to Rhuddlan Castle, where 
they dined, and thence to Flint, Stowe details the 
interview at Flint between Richard and Lancaster 
in the following circumstantial manner : ^' The 
Duke of Lancaster entered the castle all armed, his 
helmet excepted ; King Richard came down to meet 
him> and the Duke, as soon as he saw the king, fell 
on his knees, and coming nearer unto him, he 
kneeled a second time, with his hat in his hand; and 
the king then put off his hoode, and spoke first. 
* Fair cousin of Lancaster, you are right Wellcome.' 
The duke, bowing low to the ground, answered, * My 
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lord, I am come before you sent for me, the reason 
why 'I will shewe you. The common fame among 
your people is such, that ye have for the space of 
twenty, or two and twenty, years ruled them very 
rigorously : but, if it please our lord, I will heipe 
you to gove^-n better.' The king answered^ * Fair 
cousin of Lancaster, sith it pleaseth you, it pleaseth 
me well !' TTie duke then, with a high sharp voyce, 
bad bring forth the king's horseS/ and two little 
naggs, not worth fourtie franks, were brought forthe; 
the king was set on the one, and the Earl of Salis- 
bury on the other; and thus the duke brought them 
from Flint to Chester; from whence, after one night's 
rest, they were conveyed to London." 

In the civil wars of Charles the First's reign this 
fortress was garrisoned for the king, having been 
repaired at the expense of Sir Roger Mostyn, the 
governor. It was closely invested in J 643, by 
Colonel Brereton apd Sir Thomas Myddleton, and 
held out until compelled to surrender from want of 
food and ammunition, having obtained from the 
enemy the most honourable conditions. The royalists 
a second time crept into possession, and defended 
themselves for a while, but yielded at last to the 
disciplined forces of General Mytton. In the month 
of December, 1646, the castles of Flint, Hawarden, 
and several others in the principality, were dis- 
mantled by the orders of parliament. 
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RHlTDDLAl^ CASTLE. 

The time*decajed honours of Rhuddlan frown over 
the fragments of monastic greatness^ and throw the 
little dwellings of the village into an insignificant 
obscul-ity by the effect of contrast. The lofty and 
substantial tawers of this military relic are rendered 
more conspicuous by the remarkable flatness of the 
circumjacent district, and as its accompaniments are 
devoid of any picturesque attractions, it relies \i'holIy 
on historic and classic recollections for the interest 
it uniformly excites. The little place itself^ though 
an ancient contributary borough, retains nothing of 
wealth or comfort in its exterior. It boasts but one 
tolerable street, a range of warehouses for the storage 
of goods landed at the quays, and a handsome bridge 
of one large arch, and one auxiliary, erected in 1598. 
Tile Clwyd, which flows below the castle walls, and 
passes by the town, is navigaUe by vessels of small 
burden up to the wharfs of Rhuddlan, to which 
fortunate circumstance the continuance of a modern 
settlement hefe is probably to be attributed. 

Near the centre of the towiv, and on the north side 
of the high street, are situated the scanty remains of 
the hall in which King Edward once convoked a par- 
liament. They are now incorporated with the gabel 
of a cottage ; one small doorway and the architrave 
of a pointed window forming all the witnesses that 
can be produced to identify the -court in which the 
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never to be forgotten statute of Rhuddlan was 
enacted. The late Dean of St. Asaph caused a 
tablet to be inserted in the only remaining wall of the 
Rhuddlan Council Hall bearing this inscription: 
'^ This fragment is the remains of the building where 
King Edward the First held his pacliament, in 1283*, 
in which was passed the statute of Rhuddlan, securing 
to the principality of Wales its judicial rights and 
independence." 

The abbey belonged to a monastery of black 
friars, and was founded about the year 1268, it 
stood a little to the south-east of the castle, and its 
remains form part of the enclosure of a farmyard. 
Two pointed arches are still entire, and an effigy in 
alto relievo, but much effaced, occupies a niche in 
one of the walls. An eminence, called Twt Hill 
rises between the castle and the site of the old 
abbey. It appears to have been originally fortified 
and surrounded by a deep fosse, which embraced 
the abbey in its circuit. There is a tradition that it 
was from this mount the castle was battered. 

The castle of Rhuddlan, its sole surviving monu- 
ment of grandeur, stands on a rock overhanging the 
river Clwyd, and within a short distance of an ancient 
British fortress, built by Llewellyn ap Sitsylt, who 
chose this as his chief place of residence, at the 
c<immencement of the eleventh century. In the 
year 1063, when Gryffydd ap Llewellyn was Prince 
of North Wales, this fortress was attacked and burned 

* 1281 this shoald have been. 
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by Hah>Id (afterwards King of Eoglsod)^' soo of 
Godwin, Eari of Ketit, in retaliation for ifi}Ufie8 
committed by the Welsli upon some of the SaxoQ 
borderers. The Britons soon repaired a ho^d of>so 
much consequence ; it was their asylum whenever 
they desired to avoid a conflict with the Saxonsi and 
the depository of spoils probably courageously, but 
not honourably, carried off from the borders. Robert, 
sirnamed De Rfauddlan from the event, (he iiepiiew 
and lieutenant of Hugh, Earl of Chester, unable to 
endure any longer the incursions of the Rhuddtan 
men, took a signal vengeance upon them, and even 
wrested the fortress out of their hands. He enlai^>ed, 
strengthened, and garrisoned the old castle; and 
having made this his principal quarters, here received 
the soiicitations and importunities of Gryffydd ap 
Cynan for aid against some of his own countrymen. 
Robert granted Gryffydd's request, but learned too 
late that the interference of the stranger in allaying 
domestic quarrels is not only thankless, but often even 
multiplies the number of our enemies. The Welsh, 
who had just before been at variance with each 
other, combining all their efforts, directed their 
united power against Robert, burned his castle to the 
ground, slew numbers of his men, and compelled 
him to consult his safety by flight. 

The great fortress of Rhuddlan, whkh still ex- 
hibits the powerful resources of the founder, was 
erected by Henry the Second, from the very foun- 
dation, and is completely Norman in its character. 
It is built of red stone, in a quadrangular form : 
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the €urt«im walls are flanked by six enonnous 
rounders, the walls of which are nine feet in thick*- 
aes^- haying but few loops or arrow slits^ One of 
these, distiaguiabed by the name of the king^s tower, 
is still entire, as well as three of the others. In fact, 
such is the amazing strength and thickness of the 
walls, the tenacity of the mortar with which they 
are cemented so great, the freedom from doors, win- 
dows, or any weakening aperture so complete, that 
the. ruins will not probably present a farther appear- 
ance of decay for centuries to come. It is even a 
matter of uncertainty where the principal entrance 
Avas situated, the aperture between the two north, 
western turrets resembling, at this day, an accidental 
breach of small extent, more than the entrance of so 
vast a pile. Security alone appears to have been 
consulted by the founder; a sortie from the castle 
was impracticable ; the intromission of light was even 
jealously permitted, and the design seems to express 
a great prison erected to immure some royal captive 
for the residue of his life. 

Hugh Beauchamp was either grantee or governor, 
in the year ll69> when Owen Gwynedd and his 
brother Cadwalader, assisted by Rhys ap Gryffydd, 
sat down before the walls, and after a close blockade 
of two months continuance, compelled the famished 
garrison to surrender. It reverted again in some 
peacejfiil moment to the English ; but the Welsh 
having driven King John almost wholly from the 
principality, compelled this, his last fortress in their , 
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cbnntry, to gi^tv&y to die vigorous RSta|fltS)icif 
iAtM^enyn ap Jonii'M'tli mtbe year 1£14. '*' »» » 5> 

Frotti the esfmUtoii of King John the WisUk 
<:oiitttiued in quiet possession of this border castfe, 
until Llewellyn ap Oryfiydd, defining to do Kdmttgie 
to Edward the First at Chester, called down tUe 
vengeance of that great king upon bis €e1low >d^n- 
trymen. Edward^ at the head of a powerful* amiy^ 
immediately directed a march into Wales, wh^ii'h« 
taid the country waste, and seizing Rbuddlah^ 
amongst other places of strength, placed h slrcing 
garrist)rf within it. Here Edward resided t^ som^ 
tittie, and during his sojourn taught the too credbloi/s 
W^fsh that candour is not always a quality iiisep«U 
i^Sble from the character of princes. He here agaiH 
jierformed the conjurer who was to call up a priti^eitf 
of British birth, their fellow countryman, to presid€? 
over the Welsh. Here he enacted his politic statttte,' 
and here his queen gave birth to a printesfs, ttoe 
second of the royal race then born in Wales*. The 
possession of Rhuddlan was included in the grant 
extorted from Rlcliard the Second by the faithlessr 
Percy, who detained the injured monarch here t» 
dine, while he was conveying him to Flint to ddfveri 
to bis rival. 

In the civil wars Rhuddlan held out for the king' 
witli that zeal which characterized the loyalty of the^ 
ai^cient Britons, through all that unnatural * 9nd 

* See Caernarvon Castle. 
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'blood)te(9)6iet. And the Cromwelians, as a further 
security ta their usiirpattoiiy disoiaBtled every ea^tle 
that 'had reedeied itself coaspictious in the royal 
oatMe. In this general devastation the castle of 
HhiukUan sbafed,^ being dismantled id the month of 
.Decemti^r^ 1646* 

Movh ItiindcUan^ or Rhuddlan Mairsh, is an ex- 
tenai^e tract lying between the town and the sea, 
and possessing a nnelanchply notoriety in the history 
of Wales. Her^ a most desperate and bloody battle 
was fought. between the ancient Britons, headed by 
CaradcK^i and the Saxons under Offa, King of 
Mer^cia, in vi^hieh the former were defeated with 
frightful lossy and their king and general slain upon 
the field. The Saxons gave no quarter to those 
tiiat fell into their hands after the battle, and even 
clurried tbeir barbarous revenge still farther, by the 
cowardly assassination of all the children of their 
enemies who were so unfortunate as to become their 
capftives. There is a pathetic air, preserved in the 
relics of Welsh poetry, which was composed by the 
bards upon the death of the brave Caradoc. It 
possesses a remarkable solemnity, simplicity, and 
plaintive harmony. The custom of celebrating the 
fame of heroes, who fell in defence of their country^ 
is of very ancient date in other nations as well as in 
Cambria. ** Celtae Hymnorum suorum argumentum 
faciunt, viros qui in praeliisv fortiter pugnaotes occu- 
buerunt." iElian. 
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never to be forgotten statute of Rhuddlan was 
enacted. The late Dean of St. Asaph caused a 
tablet to be inserted in the only remaining wall of the 
Rhuddlan Council Hall bearing this inscription: 
*^ This fragment is the remains of the building where 
King Edward the First held his pacliament, in 1283^, 
in which was passed the statute of Rhuddlan, securing 
to the principality of Wales its judicial rights and 
independence." 

The abbey belonged to a monastery of black 
friars, and was founded about the year 1268, it 
stood a little to the south-east of the castle, and its 
remains form part of the enclosure of a fiEirmyard. 
Two pointed arches are still entire, and an effigy in 
alto relievo, but much effaced, occupies a niche in 
one of the walls. An eminence, called Twt Hill 
rises between the castle and the site of the old 
abbey. It appears to have been originally fortified 
and surrounded by a deep fosse, which embraced 
the abbey in its circuit. There is a tradition that it 
was from this mount the castle was battered. 

The castle of Rhuddlan, its sole surviving monu- 
ment of grandeur, stands on a rock overhanging the 
river Clwyd, and within a short distance of an ancient 
British fortress, built by Llewellyn ap Sitsylt, who 
chose this as his chief place of residence, at the 
€4ioimencenient of the eleventh century. In the 
year 1063, when Gryffydd ap Llewellyn was Prince 
of North Wales, this fortress was attacked and burned 

* 1281 this shoold have been. 
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by Hah>ld (afterwards King of EoglandV son of 
Godwin, Earl of Kent, in retaJialion for injuries 
committed by the Welsh upon some of the SwEon 
borderers. The Britons soon repaired a li<;dd of'8o 
much consequence ; it was their asylum whenever 
they desired to avoid a conflict with the Saxons, and 
the depository of spoils probably courageously, but 
not honourably, carried off from the borders. Robert, 
sirnamed De Rfauddlan from the event, ihe nepiiew 
and lieutenant of Hugh, Earl of Chester, unable to 
endure any longer the incursions of the Rbuddbm 
men, took a signal vengeance upon them, and even 
wrested the fortress out of their hands. He ^)larg>ed, 
strengthened, and garrisoned the old castle; and 
having made this his principal quarters, here received 
the soilcilations and importunities of Gryffydd ap 
Cynan for aid against some of his own countrymen. 
Rob^ granted Gryffydd's request, but learned too 
late that the interference of the stranger in allaying 
domestic quarrelsis not only thankless, but often even 
multiplies the number of our enemies. The Welsh, 
who had just before been at variance with each 
other, combining all their efforts, directed their 
united power against Robert, burned his castle to the 
ground, slew numbers of his men, and compelled 
him to consult his safety by flight. 

The great fortress of Rhuddlan, whkh still ex- 
hibits the powerful resources of the founder, was 
erected by Henry the Second, from the very foun- 
dation, and is completely Norman in its character. 
It is built of red stone, in a quadrangular form : 
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the eiu^atii walls are flanked by six enormous 
rottodersy the walls of which are nine feet in thick* 
fiesS)' having bat few loops or arrow slits* One of 
these, disftingutdbed by the name of the kii^^s tower, 
is still entire, as well as tfaree of the others. In fact, 
such is the amazing- strength and thickness of the 
walb, the tenacity of the mortar with which they 
m'e cemented so great, the freedom from doors, win- 
dows, or any weakening aperture so complete, that 
the. ruins will not probably present a farther appear- 
ance of decay for centuries to come. It is even a 
matter of uncertainty where the principal entrance 
was situated, the aperture between the two north- 
western turrets resembling, at this day, an accidental 
breach of small extent, more than the entrance of so 
vast a pile. Security alone appears to have been 
consulted by the founder; a sortie from the castle 
was impracticable ; the intromission of light was even 
jealously permitted, and the design seems to express 
a great prison erected to immure some royal captive 
for the residue of his life. 

Hugh Beauchamp was either grantee or governor, 
in the year ll69> when Owen Gwynedd and his 
brother Cadwalader^ assisted by Rhys ap Gryffydd, 
sat down before the walls, and after a close blockade 
of two months continuance, compelled the famished 
garrison to surrender. It reverted again in some 
peaceftil moment to the English ; but the Welsh 
having driven King John almost wholly from the 
principality, compelled this^ his last fortress in their , 
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eooiitry, -to givexvay to di6 vigorous RSiaiflts> ^of 

lifei»'dlyn ap Jorii('«rth mtbe year 1214. < ^ a 

Frotti the ^xfyotsieNi of King John tbe WieUk 

cootmued in quiet possession of this border cattle^ 

tintU Liewellyn ap Qryfiydd, ikefining to dohomilgiB 

to Edward the First at Chester, called doirn tUb 

vengeance of that great king upon bis fellow <l^n- 

trymen. Edward^ at the head* of a powerful flMtty^ 

immediately directed a march into Wales, wb^rl h« 

faid the country waste, and seizing Rhuddlah^ 

amongst other places of strength, placed a strotijg 

garrison within it. Here Edward resided for som^ 

tithe, and during his sojourn taught the too credbloifs 

Wblsh that candour is not always a quality insepa; 

r&ble from the character of princes. He here agai«4 

performed the conjurer who was to call up a prih^^ 

of British biith, their fellow countryman, to presides 

over the Welsh. Here he enacted' his politic statnte,' 

and here his queen gave birth to a princesfs, tiife 

second of the royal race then born in Wales*. The 

possession of Rhuddlan was included in the grant 

extorted from Richard the Second by the faithless 

Percy, who detained the injured monarch here to 

dine, while he was conveying him to Flint to deliven 

to his rival. 

In the civil wars Rhuddlan held out for the king- 
with that zeal which characterized the loyalty of the^ 
ancient Britons, through all that unnatural ' ^nd 

* See Caernarvon Castle. 



^hloodyjCXffiQi^U And die Cromwelians, as a furiber 
security ta their yaurpatioa, dismaatled every cattle 
tbat had rendered itself coaspicupus in: the ro^al 
oause. In this general devastation the castle of 
J^huddlan shafed^ beii^ dismantled in the mdnth <^ 

Mopfa RhiidcUaii^ or Rbuddlan Matsh^ is aa ex- 
tewBive tract lying between the towa and the sea, 
aod possessiug a qfielaiichply notoriety in the history 
of Wales. Her? a roost desperate and bloody battle 
was fought. between the ancient Britons, beaded by 
([^radoct and the Saxons under Offa, King of 
Mer;ciaf in vt^hieh the former were defeated with 
frightful loss, and their king and general slain upop 
the field. The Saxons gave no quarter to those 
that fell into their bands after the battle, and even 
carried their barbarous revenge still farther, hy the 
cowardly assassination of ail the children of their 
enemies who were so unfortunate as to become their 
captives. There is a pathetic air, preserved in the 
relics of Welsh poetry, which was composed by the 
bards upon the death of the brave Caradoc. It 
possesses a remarkable solemnity, simplicity, and 
plaintive harmony* The custom of celebrating the 
fame of heroes, who fell in defence of their country^ 
is of very ancient date in other nations as well as in 
Cambria. ^* Celtae Hjmnorum suorum argumentum 
faciunt, viros qui in praaliis. fortiter pugnantes occu^ 
bueriint." iElian. 
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HAWARDEN CASTLE, FLINTSHIRE. 

Hawarden, commonly pronounced Harden, is a 
small manufacturing town, seated near the estuary 
of the river Dee, and on the mail coach road from 
Chester to Holyhead. Tiles and coarse earthen 
wares are made here, and manufactories are esta- 
blished of Glauber's salts^ sal ammoniac, and ivory 
black, besides which it possesses an extensive iron 
foundery. A rail road extending to the water's edge 
enables the manufacturer to export his goods with 
facility. In the legendary history of this place its 
inhabitants are styled " Harden Jews," the origin of 
which epithet is explained by the following curious 
tale. In the year 946, Cynan ap Ellis ap Anarawd, 
being king of Gwynedd or North Wales, there stood 
a christian temple here, to which a rood-loft was 
attached, containing an image of the Virgin bearing a 
large cross in the hands and called the Holy Rood. 
The summer of this year proving unaccountably hot 
and dry, the Hardeners prayed to the Holy Rood for 
rain, and Lady Trawst, the wife of Sytsylt, governor of 
the castle, was one of the most constant in her suppli- 
cations to ihe image. One day, when this devout lady 
was on her knees before the figure, the large cross 
fell down, and killed her on the spot. The Hardeners, 
previously chagrined at the indifference of the Holy 
Rood to their fervent entreaties, the weather con- 
tinuing as warm as before, determined to bring the 
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Earl of Dublin and Lord Chief Justice of Chester. 
On the attainder of De Vere, Percy, Earl of North* 
umberland, extorted a grant of this castle from his 
unsuspecting monarch, where he afterwards basely 
betrayed him into the hands of his rival Bolingbroke. 
Richard was in Ireland when he received an 
invitation from the treacherous Percy to meet his rivals 
'who professed his only objects to be the restoration 
of his property, inquiry into the death of his uncle, 
and that the kingdom should be allowed a parlia- 
ment. To all which reasonable requests the king 
consented ; and passing over to Conway, and thence, 
at the pressing solicitation of the false Northum- 
berland who accompanied him, advancing towards 
Flint, he met, in the recesses of the hills- at 
Penmaen Rh6s,. a party of soldiers assembled. 
At length, perceiving that treachery was meant, he 
attempted to turn his horse round, but Percy spring-^ 
ing forward, grasped the bridle, and in this forcible 
manner conducted him to Rhuddlan Castle, where 
they dined, and thence to Flint, Stowe details the 
interview at Flint between Richard and Lancaster 
in the following circumstantial manner : '^ The 
Duke of Lancaster entered the castle all armed, his 
helmet excepted ; King Richard came down to meet 
him, and the Duke, as soon as he saw the king, fell 
on his knees, and coming nearer unto him^ he 
kneeled a second time, with his hat in his hand; and 
the king then put off his hoode, and spoke first. 
* Fair cousin of Lancaster, you are right Wellcome.* 
The duke, bowing low to the ground; answered, ^ My 



FLINT CASTLE. ' 99 

lord, I am come before you sent for me, the reason 
why 'I will shewe you. The common fame among 
your people is such, that ye have for the space of 
twenty, or two and twenty, years ruled them very 
rigorously-: but, if it please our lord, I will helpe 
you to govern better.' The king answered,' * Fair 
cousin of Lancaster, sith it pleaseth you, it pleaseth 
me well !' The duke then, with a high sharp voyce, 
bad bring forth the king's horses^ and two little 
haggs, not worth fourtie franks, were brought forthe; 
the king was set on the one, and the Earl of Salis- 
bury on the other; and thus the duke brought them 
from Flint to Chester; from whence, after one night's 
rest, they were conveyed to London." 

In the civil wars of Charles the First's reign this 
fortress was garrisoned for the king, having been 
repaired at the expense of Sir Roger Mostyn, the 
governor. It was closely invested in J 643, by 
Colonel Brereton and Sir Thomas Myddleton^ and 
held out until compelled to surrender from want of 
food and ammunition, having obtained from the 
enemy the most honourable conditions. The royalists 
a second time crept into possession, :and defended 
themselves for a while, but yielded at last to the 
disciplined forces of General Mytton. In the month 
of December, 1646, the castles of Flint, Hawarden^ 
and several others in the principality, were dis- 
mantled by the orders of parliament. 
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image to trial for the murder of tbe unfortunate 
Lady Trawst. This ceremony was solemnly per- 
formed, and the criminal being brought in guilty, 
was, by the majority, sentenced to be hanged. Spar 
of Mancot, one of the jurymen, thought drowning 
would be the most suitable mode of destruction, as 
their prayers were offered on a watery subject. 
Another, Corbin, suggested that it would be sufficient 
to lay the image down upon the beach and leave the 
rest to fate. The latter suggestion was embraced, 
and the Holy Rood being placed upon the sands 
was carried, by the flow of the tide, gently up to 
the walls of Chester, as the legend has it, drowned 
and dead. The citizens of Chester immediately took 
it up, interred it on the spot, and set up a monument 
with this inscription: 

Tbe Jews their God did crocirjr, 
The Hardeoera theirs did drown, 
Becaase their wants she'd not suppljr. 
And lies ander this cold stone. 

A farther honour was paid to the insulted image by 
the inhabitants of Chester, whose river, formerly 
called the Usk, was henceforward denominated Rood 
Die, or Dee. 

Harden Castle was occupied by Fitzvarlin, a 
Norman adventurer, soon after the conquest ; it was 
next the seat of the Barons Mont-Alt, stewards of 
the palatinate of Chester ; and, upon the extinction 
of that title in 1237> was resumed by the crown. 
In the year 1267 it was restored to the Mont- Alt 
family by Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, with an in- 
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junction restraining them from erecting a fortress 
here for the space of thirty years. David, the bro- 
ther of Llewellyn, violating that allegiance which 
he had so often sworn, surprised and took the castle, 
upon Palm Sunday, in the year 1281, and cruelly 
butchered the brave little garrison. From the death 
of David the Mont-Alt family retained the posses- 
sion for upwards of fifty years, when Robert, the 
last baron, conveyed it to Isabella, the queen of 
Edward the Second, and upon her disgrace it again 
became crown property. 

In 1336 it was granted, by Edward the Third to 
Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, in which noble house 
it continued till 1400, when John, making an insur- 
rectionary movement in favour of his deposed master 
Richard the Second, was beheaded by the towns- 
people of Leicester. The crown once more re- 
sumed possession of this fortress upon John of 
Salisbury's attainder. 

Thomas, Duke of Clarence, who fell at the 
battle of Baugy in 1420, had a grant of Harden 
Castle, and was succeeded in the tenure by Sir 
Thomas Stanley, who held it until the year 1420, 
when it was again resumed by the crown, and 
granted to Edward, Prince of Wales, 

About this time also an inquisition was held, when 
it was found that John, Earl of Salisbury, having 
alienated this estate previous to his attainder, his 
surviving feoffee was legally entitled to enter, and re- 
possess the same. A few years after the Stanley family 
appear to have been the proprietors, and it was also 
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at one time the property of Margaret^ .mother of 
Henry the Seventh. Upon the execution of the 
Earl of Derby in l601> this, together with his other 
possessions were sequestrated, and sold by the agents 
of the sequestration to Mr. Serjeant Glynn, in whose 
family it still continues. The ruins of the castle 
are inconsiderable, it was dismantled in the general 
destruction of fortresses by the Parliamentarians, 
and was further dilapidated by one of its proprietors. 
The present owner allows it the enjoyment of that 
respect which is generally felt towards a venerable 
ruin, and is himself a constant resident in a stately 
family mansion erected at a little distance from the 
remnants of the ancient castle. The family of 
Maude take the title of viscounts from this parish. 



ABERGLASLYN, CAERNARVONSHIRE. 

The pass of Aberglaslyn* is one of the most ro- 
mantic mountain scenes in Wales. It is a subject of 
inexpressible grandeur, and quite unique in character. 
Those who have crossed the mountains of St. Gothard 
may form an idea of its sublime character by calling 
to mind the passage of the Pont du Diable* The 
mountains embracing the little valley of Beddgelert, 
approaching still nearer to each other at the south 
of the vale, contract the space below so much, as to 
afford room for nothing more than the river and a 
narrow road, while the rocks on each side rise 

* Abdr glas Ijo, tbe mpatb or embouchafe of the blue lake^ 
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M^itb mdk p&rfewAiq^mty, that, the intervfA bciii|«w- 
tfaeijr. fipamiKaits /Sf^af^ )eic«ecl» the dUtaD^.of t)mih 
bases. Here the trfk^eUer fiiids. faioiself iimi^ir^ 
widmi % chasm of v ifted rocks for a lei^th of a^oi^^ 
a .mite, di^ waters ^f the Glaslyq tiMubiii^^ aari 
fpapiiag over le^^g^ of broi^^H I9€kj and ibrqpitS ^^ 
succession of cascades which make ajfi#a| pl^t9§i^> 
beneath the Devil's Bridge, and swell the waters of 
the great dark pool bejond i|. This is just a 
landscape suited to the pencil of Salvator, it is in- 
complete without a grci^ of 4>an(iitti, and the ififT^ 
gination of. the spectator can, scarce av^id conjurittg* 
1^ ip the miiui's eye, a band of robbers lucking 
uqder: shel^r of some projecting rock, or coe^**, 
cealed in one of the dark caverns that yawn ov«r. 
the roadway. It is a scene adapted to the perpetrap-* 
tion of some^ great or desperate deed, just such t- 
passias our WeUingtoa would choose to display his 
Spartan bravery.. Here the few could obstruct the,, 
many; here, in the language of the Wellingtoo^.&f , 
ancient Romei ^^ Mons altissimus impendebat, ut 
facile perpauci transitum prohibere possent." Pool 
Aberglaslyn has been confounded with another 
Devil's Bridge in Cardig^^oshire. This connects the 
counties of Caerns^*voii and Merioneth, and is thrown 
frx^m rock to rock, over a narrow passage of the 
rivj9r, and from ii^ baUlemeuts enjoys a majestic 
vie.v^ pf the dark and broken cliffs that tower over^' 
the pass, as w«dl ^s of the waters falling in numeroiis 
ca|ar^€4%:thp newest to thie bridge being of such a 
heig)il^-fM|ta'caf|fl^ia. teo^poiary obstrucuon to Ibe^ 
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fm^gt^' (yf the sttloien: > Thett '^W fib^tly d 
mytA 'wear, in the reign of Benrythe Pbinpth', 
&ft^e^J&i'^fe %y Robert ^^ Meredyd*. l^eaf the 
Mijie !^ 9hkl#n a stone, eitilM ^« the chair of Rhys 
^Mh l&lSkfti,^^^ celebrated ' hard, id which he i» 
b^tt^ttNl to have sat whKe^ompoiang some of his 
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"Ptti^ eity of St. Asa;^ stands on- the declivity of a 
l^U'Oti tfie ^i/^^stern bank of the river Elwy, whence 
ilfr-ancjfent name ^' Llan Elwy,^ and one mile above 
tb^ Confluence of that river with the Clwyd. It 
cW^st^ of one cheerful looking avenue cthnbing ih^ 
bi^)lr'4>f the hill, and is perhaps the smallest city in 
6r#fMf'Britam. The landscape of which it forms a 
pttit, though not exactly suited to the pencil, i^ 
gviiti^ywig and beautiful. Embowered in woods of 
Iteu^iaDX growth, adorning a pastoral scene of ex* 
qliisiixe beauty, the city peeps forth beneath the 
n^assiVe tower of its sacred temple. At the foot of 
the little eminence the Elwy rolls its crystal waters 
over a broad and pebbly bed, and passing beneath a 
bindgd of five elliptic arches, hastens to its union 
with the Clwyd and the sea. The background is 
composed of lofty, undulating hills, broken by 
wooded glens, and formhig « beautiful termination 
to thk happy, healthy, arcadian prospect 

'Centigem, Bishop of Glasgow and Primate of 
Scotland/ being driven from his' hOi^e by pi^seeit'^' 
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tion^ fled into Walesj and obtained the protection of 
Prince Cadwallon, M^ho assigned Llan Elwy to him 
as a place of residence. Here he built a monastery, 
and established an episcopal seat, which he was the 
first to occupy, about the year 560. Soon after, 
being recalled to Scotland, he appointed Asaph, 
or Asa^ to succeed him, from whom the cbun^h atid 
city have derived their present names. Asaph was 
eminent for his piety and learning, nine hundred 
monks were at one period congregated in his college 
here, and his reputation for sanctity led to the inven- 
tion of those fabulous tales of miracles and cures, 
said to have been performed by him. 

Until within very few years a black stone was 
shown in the pavement of the street, bearing the im- 
pression of a horse^s shoe. The indenture was gravely 
said to have been caused by the hoof of St. Asaph's 
horse when he leaped^ with his pious master on his 
back, from Onen-Assa^ to this spot, the moderate 
distance of two milesi In the year 1247 the Bishop 
of St. Asaph was driven from his see, and supported 
by benevolent contributions. The cathedral was 
consumed by fire after this period, and, being re- 
built, was again destroyed in 1404, by Owain Glan- 
dwr. For seventy years it continued a heap of 
ruins until restored by the zeal and activity of Bishop 
Redman. During the protectorate the puritans dis- 
possessed the bishop, and the post-office was kept 
in the episcopal palace, while the baptismal font in 

* The ash of St. Asaph; 
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the cathedral was desecrated into a watering trough, 
and calves were fed in the pulpit by the sacrilegious 
postmaster. The cathedral consists of a choir, two 
lateral aisles, and a transept. The great eastern 
window possesses much architectural beauty, and 
the design of it was borrowed from the great window 
of Tintern Abbey. It is now adorned with stained 
glass, executed by Eggington, the expense of which 
was defrayed by Bishop Bagot and several gentle- 
men of the principality, whose arms are embkiZoned 
thereon. The same amiable prelate re-edified the 
palace, and rendered it suitable to the opulence of 
this antient see. In the cemetery, adjacent to the 
west door, is a marble monument to the memory of 
Bishop Isaac Barrow, who died in 168O. Few 
prelates have been more eminent for piety or con- 
spicuous by good works. When bishop of the Isle 
of Man he bought up all the impropriations, and 
bestowed them on the church. He expended large 
sums in educating the youth of that island, and 
founded three scholarships for them in the univer- 
sity of Dublin. When translated to St. Asaph's he 
repaired the cathedral and the mill, founded alms- 
houses for eight poor widows, and performed many 
other works of benevolence and liberality. Perhaps 
it was neither his least public service or least fortu- 
nate exertion, to have been the instructor of Dr. 
Isaac Barrow, a man who had he lived in any other 
age but that of Newton, his own pupil, would have 
been honoured as the most solid mathematician, 
sound divine, and profound general scholar, that 

G 2 



HA WARDEN CASTLE. 117 

image to trial far the murder of the unfortunate 
Lady Trawst. This ceremony was solemnly per- 
formed, and the criminal being brought in guilty, 
was, by the majority, sentenced to be hanged. Spar 
of Mancot, one of the jurymen, thought drowning 
would be the most suitable mode of destruction, as 
their prayers were offered on a watery subject. 
Another, Corbin, suggested that it would be sufficient 
to lay the image down upon the beach and leave the 
rest to fate. The latter suggestion was embraced, 
and the Holy Rood being placed upon the sands 
was carried, by the flow of the tide, gently up to 
the walls of Chester, as the legend has it, drowned 
and dead. The citizens of Chester immediately took 
it up, interred it on the spot, and set up a monument 
with this inscription: 

The Jews their God did cracifj, 
The Hardeoerfl theirs did drowo, 
Because their wants she'd not supply* 
And lies under this cold stone. 

A farther honour was paid to the insulted image by 
the inhabitants of Chester, whose river, formerly 
called the Usk, was henceforward denominated Rood 
Die, or Dee. 

Harden Castle was occupied by Fitzvarlin, a 
Norman adventurer, soon after the conquest ; it was 
next the seat" of the Barons Mont-Alt, stewards of 
the palatinate of Chester ; and, upon the extinction 
of that title in 1237, was resumed by the crown. 
In the year 1267 it was restored to the Mont-Alt 
family by Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, with an in- 
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junction restraining them from erecting a fortress 
here for the space of thirty years. David, the bro- 
ther of Llewellyn, violating that allegiance which 
he had so often sworn, surprised and took the castle, 
upon Palm Sunday, in the year 1281, and cruelly 
butchered the brave little garrison. From the death 
of David the Mont- Alt family retained the posses- 
sion for upwards of fifty years, when Robert, the 
last baron, conveyed it to Isabella, the queen of 
Edward the Second, and upon her disgrace it again 
became crown property. 

In 1336 it was granted, by Edward the Third to 
Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, in which noble house 
it continued till 1400, when John, making an insur- 
rectionary movement in favour of his deposed master 
Richard the Second, was beheaded by the towns- 
people of Leicester. The crown once more re- 
sumed possession of this fortress upon John of 
Salisbury's attainder. 

Thomas, Duke of Clarence, who fell at the 
battle of Baugy in 1420, had a grant of Harden 
Castle, and was succeeded in the tenure by Sir 
Thomas Stanley, who held it until the year 1420, 
when it was again resumed by the crown, and 
granted to Edward, Prince of Wales. 

About this time also an inquisition was held, when 
it was found that John, Earl of Salisbury, having 
alienated this estate previous to his attainder, his 
surviving feoffee was legally entitled to enter, and re- 
possess the same. A few years after the Stanley family 
appear to have been the proprietors, and it w*as also 



HAWARDEN CA6TLE. 119 

at one time the property of Margaret, .mother of 
Henry the Seventh. Upon the execution of the 
Earl of Derby in I6OI, this, together with his other 
possessions were sequestrated, and sold by the agents 
of the sequestration to Mr. Serjeant Glynn, in whose 
family it still continues. The ruins of the castle 
are inconsiderable, it was dismantled in the general 
destruction of fortresses by the Parliamentarians, 
and was further dilapidated by one of its proprietors. 
The present owner allows it the enjoyment of that 
respect which is generally felt towards a venerable 
ruin, and is himself a constant resident in a stately 
family mansion erected at a little distance from the 
remnants of the ancient castle. The family of 
Maude take the title of viscounts from this parish. 



ABERGLASLYN, CAERNARVONSHIRE. 

The pass of Aberglaslyn* is one of the most ro- 
mantic mountain scenes in Wales. It is a subject of 
inexpressible grandeur, and quite unique in character. 
Those who have crossed the mountains of St. Gothard 
may form an idea of its sublime character by calling 
to mind the passage of the Pont du Diable, The 
mountains embracing the little valley of Beddgelert, 
approaching still nearer to each other at the south 
of the vale, contract the space below so much, as to 
afford room for nothing more than the river and a 
narrow road, while the rocks on each side rise 

* Aber glas l}rn, tbe moath or embpuchare of the blue lakew 
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Earl of Dublin and Lord Chief Justice of Chester. 
On. the attainder of De Vere, Percy, Earl of North- 
umberland, extorted a grant of this castle from his 
unsuspecting monarch, where he afterwards basely 
betrayed him into the hands of his rival Bolingbroke. 
Richard was in Ireland when be received an 
invitation from the treacherous Percy to meet his rivals 
'who professed his only objects to be the restoration 
of bis property, inquiry into the death of his uncle, 
and that the kingdom should be allowed a parlia- 
ment. To all which reasonable requests tbe king 
consented ; and passing over to Conway, and thence, 
at the pressing solicitation of the false Northum- 
berland who accompanied him, advancing towards 
Flint, he met, in the recesses of the hills at 
Penmaen Rh6s,. a party of soldiers assembled. 
At length, perceiving that treachery was meant, he 
attempted to turn his horse round, but Percy spring* 
ing forward, grasped the bridle, and in this forcible 
manner conducted him to Rhuddlan Castle, whiere 
they dined, and thence to Flint, Stowe details the 
interview at Flint between Richard and Lancaster 
in the following circumstantial manner : ^^ The 
Duke of Lancaster entered the castle all armed, bis 
helmet excepted ; King Richard came down to meet 
faim> and the Duke^ as soon as he saw the king, fell 
on his knees, and coming nearer unto him^ he 
kneeled a second time, with his bat in his hand; and 
the king then put off his hoode, and spoke first. 
* Fair cousin of Lancaster, you are right Wellcome.' 
The duke, bowing low to the ground, answered, * My 
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lord, I am come before you sent for me, the reason 
why 'I will shewe you. The common fame among 
your people is such, that ye have for the space of 
twenty, or two and twenty, years ruled them very 
rigorously : but, if it please our lord, I will helpe 
you to govern better.' The king answered^ * Fair 
cousin of Lancaster, sith it pleaseth you, it pleaseth 
me well !' TThe duke then, with a high sharp voyce, 
bad bring forth the king's horses^ and two little 
naggs, not worth fourtie franks, were brought forthe; 
the king was set on the one, and the Earl of Salis- 
bury on the other; and thus the duke brought them 
from Flint to Chester; from whence, after one night's 
rest, they were conveyed to London.*' 

In the civil wars of Charles the First's reign this 
fortress was garrisoned for the king, having been 
repaired at the expense of Sir Roger Mostyn, the 
governor. It was closely invested in J 643, by 
Colonel Brereton apd Sir Thomas Myddleton, and 
held out until compelled to surrender from want of 
food and ammunition, having obtained from the 
enemy the most honourable conditions. The royalists 
a second time crept into possession, :and defended 
themselves for a while, but yielded at last to the 
disciplined forces of General Mytton. In the month 
of December, 1646, the castles of Flint, Hawarden, 
and several others in the principality, were dis- 
mantled by the orders of parliament. 
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upQUfhia aro?, liteMly throws. biii(i3^fiQfi'/^E^rf}^gK: 
oiihfi cliffjtsetuog bis^f^ot ^i^aip^t iu Ap^M^ P'^'^^lf)^ 
aad regpl^te a freecle9ce^^ jiml lowmiiiiQwlf uuukl^^ 
arrives a( the habitntioDS ^f tU^oly/^ctg qf}biaf4^uj,t,. 
Iq^tbis ipanner b^ spolia^^ ail the o^ls ^ndthju'^i^ 
rangfs, carrying the.^ggsjiii s^ basM fu&peqded fjiQ^. 
his^ shoulders, Tfa^ havoc ibeiog completed, be >rais€9. 
Wxqsdf, bjr (he same 8;^terKi of inacbinej'y^ to*tb^^ 
verge of thp. precipice wheo hi» partjoierj iaj^ngi 
himself flat upon |^e grouajd, a9^t,s him to 49u|^le^ 
ovQ^ the edge of .the nMSf the \ao»t periloua.pa^t of^ 
th^.desper^te undertakipg, and one which could nojt. 
b^ ef&cted. without aid* Tt^e specie ^f . birds ibat. , 
build their ae;ries in thepe steep rocks are variws^rr-., 
wijd pig^ous> guUsj, razor-bills, guillemots, coroio- , 
rapt3, and herons. . The. pregrine falcon, was fprmerlj^ 
fo^nd lurking here^ ^pd the estimation in whicfa ita 
egg9 were held, encouraged tbe prosecution of thi^ - 
adventurous tra^e. 

Mfi|tiaNrETBSHiaK> 

A MARITIME .ooUQly^ of Nor4h Wales, extending 
tbirty-fiy^ miles in length by thirty-four in breadth^ 
aod spreading over an area of four hundred and, 
thirty thousand a^i^s. Tbis was 4he Rx>man M^^- 
vinid|> and derives k» name from Merion, a Britbh 
prince and disttogaisbed general, who expeikd the 
Irish from this district, some time in the fifth cen- 
tury. A Roman occupancy of Merioneth, and one 
of some duration, is abundantly evident from the en* 
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cz)d6tptneiit§ litid roads st3l remaitiing, as ^ett as fr6^ii 
the coins atid medals frequently dug up here. Hie 
sifrface of the county is a ieontintiatioii of the moun^ 
tafe ^cbflfti ¥?hlcb rise»^ on' th^ Coast bf Garirnarvon- 
shire," and traversing the priiicipaHty ^ips into the 
Brtstol Cbatmet. The fofti^t of the Merioneth 
hffls "Cader Idris,*' or flift'Oiair of Idris, is elevated 
two thou^nd nine hundred and fourteen feet above 
the sea, a height inferior to t!iat of Snowdon; but 
its position as a natural' observatory, a purpose! to 
which tradition states it was' applied by Idris the 
astronomer, is infinitely superior to that of the mo- 
narch of the Caernarvon hills. The beauty o^ the 
scenery of mountain, valley, lake, and 'river, is not 
exceeded by those of similar and rival character in 
the adjoining counties, and ks seclusion and primi- 
tiVeness are less interrupted and more complete. 
In cataracts and delicious passages of river scenery 
it is superior to any other shire in Wales.' To the 
want of roads may be traced the retirement in which 
the inhabitants live, to many possibly this may be a 
subject of envy rather than regret, ^fhe population afre 
ei^ged chiefly in agriculture, that is in the rearing of 
sheep, black eattle, and the care of wool ; the slate 
quarries also contributing a large revenue towards 
their more easy and comfortable subsistence. Bark 
and oak timber, next to the trade in slates, constitute 
their most important articles of commerce. 
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upQU'ihia arq), lilenilly thrawi.liiiBs«lf 4>)WEttKr«^ie%: 
ot;iiycliff,aetuiigi)u. refit t^amt its ^f)Nt,.t(ipFC¥Bry^i' 
aQdregnUteafreedesceattSmUpuieistuiBwIf u^tijthif,.: 
arrives at the habitations of tbe objects af^biapi^uAt.. - 
Iq.tbis ipanaer b^ spoliates all th^ oests withja-llift. 
rangp, caiir^ine the. eggs in 3 basket lusftead^d fMopi: 
his Bhoulders. Th«havoc,be)agconipleled,fae<rai8ei9 . 
tima^lf, h3 the sqniQ s^teia of machinery, lorthfi, 
verge of th^, precipice, when his partjc^r, U^ng, 
himself flat upon |Jae ground, as^ts Jiim to dou^l?^ 
ovflr the edge of the cliff, the (Dost perilous-pa^t of , 
tbi^ desperate undertakingi and one which could not. 
b^ effected. without aid- The apectes of birds tbtit, 
bpild their s^ies in ,thpse steep rooks are varicws,— ,. 
wild pigeons, . guUsi, rasQr-bills,, guillemots, carma- . 
rants>.and Kerons- . The pregriae falcon, was formerly 
fo^nd. lurking here, And the estimation in which its 
^gs were held, encouraged the proseculion of thiq^; 
adventurous trade. , 

MEBIONETHSHlaE, '> 

A HASiTiHS county of North Wales, estendio^. 
thirtv-five miles in lencdi bv thirty-four in breadtbL. 



caWpmeirt^ and roads stil) remaining, as well as 'fr6iti 
the coini arid riiedals frequenflj'' dug up here. Iliti 
sutrace of the county j> a eontinuatiou of the ntoun- 
lahi cbtfin which rtses-onlhe coast of Caernarvon- 
shite," HHd traversing the prlncipaKt^ -dips into the 
Bristol Channel. The loftiest of the Merioneth 
hi!l8"GsderIdri3,'' orthe'QiatroFIdris, is elevated 
two thousand nine hundred luid fourteen feet above 
the sea, a he^ht inferior to that of Snowdon ; but 
its position as a natural' dhservatory, x purpose to 
Which iradition states it »'as' applied by Idris the 
astronomer, is infinitely superior to that of the mo- 
narch of the Caernarvon hills. The heauty of the 
scenery of monntaiu, valley, lake, and tiver, is not 
exceeded by those of similar and rival character in 
the adjoining counties, and its seclusion and primi- 
tiVeness are less interrupted and more complete. 
In cataracts and delicious passages of river scenery 
it is superior to any other shire in W^les; To the 
want of roads may be traced the retirement in which 
the inhabitants live, to many possibly this may foe a 
subjectof envy rather than regret. The popniation are 
earing of 
the shite 
towards 
e. Bark 
onstitatc 
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CORWEN. 

* I 

This picturesque. viltage is situated upon the great 
road from Shrewsbury to Holyhead, and about a 
quarter of a mile from the baoks of the river Dee> 
in. the county of Merioneth. It is seated art the 
base of a bold rock, a projection of the Berwyii 
mountains, against which the white tower of its 
church js well relieved, ^md forms an imposing fea* 
ture in the beautiful landscape which the valley of 
tl^ Dee presents at this place. It is an inland 
town, possessing the advantages of a market and 
gpod inn, but without any trade or manufacture; it 
has grown up into its pres^it neat and cheerful aspect 
since the construction of the noble road which paflies 
through it, and the traveller has h^e the gratificatioti 
of .ohseiviii^, that whatever portion of bis viaticum 
is expended at Corwen, is carefully husbanded and 
judii^usly employed by its inhabitants. The cbcurefa, 
a conspicuouj) feature in the distant view, is on a 
large scale in proportion to the extent of the town. 
In the cemetery surrounding it is the abaft of an 
^cient cross of excellent workmanship ; and at the 
f^rth^ side stands a range of buildings two stories 
in height, called the College of Corwen. The foK 
lowing inscription, graven on a tablet placed over 
the entrance, explains its benevolent object : 

" Corwen College for Six Widows of Clergymen of the Charch 
of England, who died possessed of core of seals, in Uie coantj of 
Merioneth, A. D. M.D.CCL. By the legacy of William Eyton, 
Esq. of Plas Warren.'* 
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Corwen is the country of Owen Glandwr. The 
h^ad inn is adorned by his gigantic portrait : in the 
church wall is shown the private doorway, through 
wbicb he entered his pew whenever he attended 
worafaip; and in the rock impending over the church 
yord is 9 recess, called ^^ his chair." From this rude 
seat Glandwr is said to have thrown a dagger with 
such jBtrength that it left an inopression of its form 
in a hard stone below, full half an inch in depth, 
which stooe now forms the lintel of the doorway 
leattiog to his pew within the church. 

On the sloping brow of a lofty hill, having a west* 
era aspect^ is a. circular enclosure, formed by loos^ 
UojTws btit arranged in a systematic way, and measur* 
ing' rather more than half a mile in circumference: 
Some scattered heaps within it are supposed to have 
beeo habitations, but nothing now appears to justify 
thenodon. This curious circus is called CaerDrewyn, 
and Owen Gwynedd is said to have t>een encamped 
wityo it while the army of Henry the Second lay 
on the opposite side of the vale. A situation so 
oommanding could not have escaped the notice of 
the prudent Glandwr, who frequently took shelter 
within this rude fortress, from which he had a free 
and uninterrupted view of. his native vale of Glan- 
I>wrdwy. About one mile from Corwen is Rfig, 
tJie beautiful seat of Colonel Vaughan. 
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had ever adorned the literature of his country, and 
now decidedly occupies the next pedestal to his im* 
mortal scholar, in all the great galleries of inteN 
lectual men throughout the civilized world. Dr. 
William Beveridge, a learned and amiable prelate, 
was consecrated to this see in the year 1704. 



SOUTH STACK LIGHTHOUSE. 

Holyhead has been rendered a tolerably safe asylum 
for shipping at a vast expenditure of money and 
great exertion of scientific men. It possesses few 
natural advantages for a packet station or floating 
dock, the convenience of its position with regard to 
Dublin excepted ; and for this pure reason it must 
continue an important position, until some other 
on the Welsh coast,. possessing superior claims, be 
discovered and adopted by the legislature. Amongst 
the auxiliaries which art has contributed to give in- 
terest to Holyhead, the most picturesque and not 
the least important is the lighthouse, erected upon 
the South Stack. This singular Pharos stands upon 
a rocky island, the surface of which is elevated one 
hundred and twenty feet above the sea. It is sepa^ 
rated from the mainland by a deep chasm, across 
which a chain suspension foot-bridge is thrown, 
from the mural cliff on the land side to the island. 
The descent from the top of the cliff io the bridge 
is efiected by many flights of steps, cut in the front 
of the rock. The transit of the bridge is rather a 
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nervous ceremony, and the fine cr£^gs of serpentine 
rock, which overhang the gulf, are unequalled in the 
mineral kingdom, for variety of pattern and briU 
iiancy of colouring. Beneath the island is a dark 
cave, excavated by the waves which dash into the 
narrow chasm with the utmost violence, and used in 
the milder seasons as a boat-house. On the highest 
point of the islet stands the lighthouse, a lofty hollow 
shaft surmounted by a lantern placed at a height of 
about two hundred feet above the sea, and exhibiting a 
bright revolving light, which bears upon the Skerries 
light south-west, half west nearly, eight miles. Tlie 
light is produced by Argand lamps placed in the 
foci of metallic reflectors ground to the parabolic 
form. The sea cliffs of Holyhead mountain, pre- 
sented to the South Stack Island, are beautifully 
bold, precipitous, and finely tinted with a variety of 
colours. Here innumerable sea birds, trusting to 
the dizzy and dangerous position of their dwellings 
for protection against human invasion, build their 
nests. But the ingenuity of rnan is only to be 
equalled by his courage, an assertion very fully sub- 
stantiated by the trade of nest hunting pursued along 
these dangerous cliffs. 

Two hardy and adventurous persons set out toge- 
ther on this perilous occupation. One remains on the 
top to provide for the secure tenure of a strong 
stake driven deep into the ground at a little distance 
from the edge of the precipice ; the other, fastening 
round his waist a rope, which has previously been 
wound round the stake, with the remainder of the coil 
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upQii'^fiL 9r9)^ lUenUly %awa bio^^lf >av<^E ^Wifi^^ : 
oCtl|9 cliff^sQttiog bif, ff et %9mt iu^jppt|,t(^ pr«^v^[. 
audregpl^te afreedesceoi^^nd lowmbiiQ»9lf u^tiLhif,. 
arrives at tbe habitatiQQs pf tt^ oiy^cUr QfibiafM^uMv.. 
Iq^tbb manner b(Q »polia(^ ail tbe ue«l8 ^tbia*.b}^ 
range, carrying the.egg«4o 11 bfoM 9UBp6qded fjio^; 
his. ahoulders. The havoc sbeing ccmpleied, besraise^ 
lOmself, hy the 3arue system of machineryj to.tbf^^ 
verge of thp. precipice^ when hh partner, laj^ing, 
hims^f flat upon tbe groun^d, a^aists hun to 4o^!^l^ , 
ovi^r the edge of .tfaejcUfl^ tbe pio^t perilous. pa^t of. 
th^^ despersite undertaking, and oAe which coiild not. 
b^ ei&cted. without aid. The species of . birds 4bat. , 
bpil.d their a£;ries in tbe^e steep rpcks are variems^Tr-., 
wild pigeons,. guUsi,. raxor-biUs, guillemots, coropT 
rants, and herons. The. pregrine falcon, was formerly, 
fowdlurking bere^ ^nd the estimation in which its 
6gg9 . were held, encouraged tbe prosecution of tbi9 . 
adventurous trade. 

A HARiTiMB .^XHinly- of Norlh Wales, extending 
thirty-five miles in length by thirty^four in breadth, 
aod spreading over an area of four hundred and 
thirty thousand aci«9» Tbis was 4he Roman Meir<» 
viQia>and derives ks name from Merion, a Britid» 
prince and dAstingoisbad geoeral, who expelkd the 
Irish from this district, some time in the fifth cen- 
tury. A Roman occupancy of Merioneth, and one 
of some duration, is abundantly evident from the en- 



catid|mietft^ add roads still remaining, as M/elt as fr6iii 
the coins atid tiiedals fr^quenflj^'dug up here, ^e 
siitFace of the county is a Conftiiltiatiou of the inoun^ 
taJrr cbaki which rise*^ on the coast of Ca^rnarron- 
shiHe^'^aiid traversing the priiicipaHty dips into the 
Brtstol Channel. The feftieist of the Merioneth 
hffls "Cader Idris,'' or the'Qiair of Idris, is elevated 
two thousand nine hafidred and fourteen feet above ' 
the isea, a height inferior to that of Snowdon; but 
its position as a natural' observatory, a purpose to 
Which tradition states it was' applied by Idris the 
astronomer, is infinitely superior to that of the mo- 
narch of the Caernarvon hills. The beauty of the 
scenery of mountain, valley, lake, and tiver, is not 
elLceeded by those of similar and rival character in 
the adjoining counties, and its seclusion and primi^ 
tiVeness are less interrupted and more complete. 
In cataracts and delicious passages of river scenery 
it is superior to any other shire in Wales.' 'To the 
want of roads may be traced the retirement in which 
the inhabitants live, to many possibly this may be a 
subject of envy rather than regret. ^Fhe population are 
engaged chiefly in agriculture, that is in the rearing of 
dieep, black 4^attle, and the care of wool ; the sMte 
quarries also contributing a large revenue towards 
their more easy and comfortable subsistence. Bark 
and oak timber, next to the trade in slates^ constitute 
their most important articles of commerce. 
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had ever adorned the literature of his country, and 
now decidedly occupies the next pedestal to his im- 
mortal scholar, in all the great galleries of intel- 
lectual men throughout the civilized world. Dr. 
William Beveridge, a learned and amiable prelate, 
was consecrated to this see in the year 1704. 



SOUTH STACK LIGHTHOUSE. 

Holyhead has been rendered a tolerably safe asylum 
for shipping at a vast expenditure of money and 
great exertion of scientific men. It possesses few 
natural advantages for a packet station or floating 
dock, the convenience of its position with regard to 
Dublin excepted ; and for this pure reason it must 
continue an important position, until some other 
on the W^lsh coast, .possessing superior claims, be 
discovered and adopted by the legislature. Amongst 
the auxiliaries which art has contributed to give in- 
terest to Holyhead, the most picturesque and not 
the least important is the lighthouse^ erected upon 
the South Stack. This singular Pharos stands upon 
a rocky island, the surface of which is elevated one 
hundred and twenty feet above the sea. It is sepa^ 
rated from the mainland by a deep chasm, across 
which a chain suspension foot-bridge is thrown, 
from the mural cliff on the land side to the island. 
The descent from the top of the cliff io the bridge 
is effected by many flights of steps, cut in the front 
of the rock. The transit of the bridge is rather a 



Mi 
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pp&iH. A ^tupetidous vista of broken Iiitld forms a 
noble peti^peclive, t^rossed by tatnges tbat open to 
fahber giiitipses — ^^sunitnit succeeds to sumtint in 
ed^iess train, leading the fancy into regions of solitary 
«ibsctirity. 
^ Bmiiwen, the fair necked, sister to Bren ap Lyr, 
Dttke of Cornwall, and afterwards King of England, 
bald a castle on this rock called " Twr y Bronwen.'* 
She flourished in the third century, and was married 
to Madioiwch, an Irish chieftain. The highest 
tnrrel of the present fortress is still called, by the 
Welsh^ after the name of the fair-bosomed princess, 
wild once kept her court at Harlech. Colwyn ap 
Tango, Lord of Efiionydd and Ardudwy, repaired 
and forti6ed the castle of Bronwen, and changed its 
name to Caer Collwyn. Upon the ruins of the 
British castle King Edward the. First raided the 
beautiful and impregnable fortress of Harlech (the 
fair rock), and the union of the old and new masonry 
is still distinguishable in the walls. Owen Glandwr 
seized this fortress in the year 1404, but resigned it 
shortly after upon the approach of Henry's army. 
Here the wretched Margaret of Anjou took refuge 
after the defeat of her friends at Northampton, but 
being pursued and discovered, she fled from Harlech 
also, leaving her jewels and baggage behind, which 
were afterwards seized by the Lord Stanley. Dafydd 
ap Ivan ap Einion, an adherent of the house of 
Lancaster held out, in Harlech Castle, for nine years 
after the accession of Edward the Fourth to the 
throne of England. His determined obstinacy, a 
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nervous ceremony, and the fine craggs of serpentine 
rock, which overhang the gulf, are unequalled in the 
njineral kingdom, for variety of pattern and briU 
iiancy of colouring. Beneath the island is a dark 
cave, excavated by the waves which dash into the 
narrow chasm with the utmost violence, and used in 
the milder seasons as a boat-house. On the highest 
point of the islet stands the lighthouse, a lofty hollow 
shaft surmounted by a lantern placed at a height of 
about two hundred feet above the sea, and exhibiting a 
bright revolving light, which bears upon the Skerries 
light south-west, half west nearly, eight miles. The 
light is produced by Argand lamps placed in the 
foci of metallic reflectors ground to the parabolic 
form. The sea cliffs of Holyhead mountain, pre- 
sented to the South Stack Island, are beautifully 
bold, precipitous, and finely tinted with a variety of 
colours. Here innumerable sea birds, trusting to 
the dizzy and dangerous position of their dwellings 
for protection against human invasion, build their 
nests. But the ingenuity of man is only to be 
equalled by his courage, an assertion very fully sub- 
stantiated by the trade of nest hunting pursued along 
these dangerous cliffs. 

Two hardy and adventurous persons set out toge- 
ther on this perilous occupation. One remains on the 
top to provide for the secure tenure of a strong 
stake driven deep into the ground at a little distance 
from the edge of the precipice ; the other, fastening 
round his waist a rope, which has previously been 
woimd round the stake, with the remainder of the coil 
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uppujiift 9r9)^ lUeraily tl^rawa biom^f <Of^E Al^^r^^ 
oiikp cUff„SQttiQg bis, feet ugaii^t iu £rppt| tot pf«^rv^: « 
and regpl^te a freedetceoi^^nd bweis^ibimsPilf ui^ti)tbf,^ 
arrives at tbe habitatiQQs pf tb^ oly^cUr dfibinfu^uMf : 
Iq.tbis n)anner b(Q spoliate ail tb^ o^ts mtbia»bi?i 
rangf?, carry ing the.^ggsjiip a bas|cet fuap^qded fjio^; 
his, shoulders* Th^ havoc jb^iag €<nop)^ed, bevraisos < 
IQiQself^ b^ tbe same system of macbineryj to^tb^^ 
verge of thp. precjpic^ when bis part«|er, iayingi 
himself flat upon tbe groua.d9 assists hm to. (jU^i^^l^^.^ 
ovf^r the edge of .the cUf{^ tbe pci03t perilous.pa^rt of. 
th^. desperfite undertakiiig, and oJie wbich could not^ 
h^, effectetl. without aid. Tbe species >of birds 4bat, , 
b^iild their ac;ries in .tbe#e steep rpcks are vari<His^r— ,, 
wild pigip.ons,.guU8|, razor-bills,. guillemots, cormo- 
rantSy.and herons. . Tbe. pregrine falcon, was foro^erly^ . 
foMnd. lurking bere^ ^pd the estimation in which its 
egg9 were held, encouraged tbe prosecution of tbi^ : 
adventurous tra^e. 

A HARITIMB lOouiity* of NoFth Wales, extending 
thirty-five miles in length by thirty^four in breadth, 
and spreading over an area of lour hundred and 
thirty thousand ai^i'es* Tbis was 4he Roman M^^ 
vinia,'and derives ks name from Merion, a Britbb 
prince and disttiigiiisbed genera!, who expelled the 
Irish from this district, some time in the fifth cen- 
tury. A Roman occupancy of Merioneth, and one 
of some duration, is abundantly evident from the en- 



cati^ptnetits^ atid roads still remaining, as welf as 'frinii' 
the edin^ atid'iiiedals frequeritiydug up here. Ilie 
8u¥fac6f of th6 liOfunty is a icoiiftiilttatiou of the moun* 
taJhf cbfifin whieb riae^^onthe eoast 6f Ga^rnarvon- 
Bhiiidf^^mi traversing the 'principaKty -dips into the 
Brtstbr ' Channel. The foftiest of -the Merioneth 
hffls **Cader Idris,*' or tlie Chair of Idris, is elevated 
two tbbitsiaiTd nine hnndred and fourteen feet abo^e ' 
the sea, a height inferior to that of Snowdonj but 
its position as a natural' observatory, a purpose! to 
Whleh tradition states it waS'applied by Idris the 
astronomer, is infinitely superiof to that of the mo- 
narch of the Caernarvon hills. The beauty of the 
scenery of mountain, vialley, lake, and 'river, is not 
exceeded by those of similar and rival character in 
the adjoining counties, and ks seclusion and primi^ 
tiVeness are less interrupted and more complete. 
In cataracts and delicious passages of river scenery 
it is superior to any other shire in Wtiles; 'To the 
want of roads may be traced the retirement in which 
the inhabitants live, to many possibly this may be a 
subject of envy rather than regret. ^Fhe population afre 
eogaged chiefly in agriculture, that is in the rearing of 
dieep, black 4^attle, and the care of wool ; the stete 
quarries also contributing a large revenue towards 
their more easy and comfortable subsistence. Bark 
and oak timber, next to the trade in slates^ constitute 
their most important articles of commerce. 
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•cterk; The first are magistrates^ whose jurisdiction 
.^isxteiida ov«r plirts of several adjacent parishes. 

Powyi Castle, or thfe Castle of Powisland, was 
fijBt chosen as a military position, and an appro- 
priate site for the pakce of a chieftain, by Cadwgan 
ap Bleddyn, a prince of British extraction, who 
signalked himself in the reign of Henry the First. 
He commenced his casUe here about the year 1 1 10^ 
hot being assassinated by bis own kinsman, left his 
design unfinished. It is rather probable that the 
assassin took possession of the place, and completed 
the building of the castle; for in the year 1191i 
various depredations being committed in the marshes, 
Habert, Archbishop of Canterbury, in the absence 
of Richard the First, who was engaged m the Cru*" 
sade», marched into Wales at the head of a powerful 
force, iand laid siege to the castle, which was then in 
a state of clefence and occupied by the Welsh. It 
was now fortified anew, and a garrison placed in it, 
which was very soon after dispossessed by Gwen- 
wynwyn, whose name the fortress then bore. Lle- 
wellyn ap Jorwerth next reduced this apparently 
untenable position, in the year 1223, when it received 
the newer title of Castell G6ch, or Red Castle, from 
the colour of the stone in the outer walls. The 
grandson of Gwenwynwyn continued in possession, 
and left it to his only dai^hter, Hawys Gadam, or 
Hawys the Hardy. Her ancles being disposed to 
question the legality of her father's will, she wisely 
attached herself to Edward the Second, who be- 
stowed herein marriage on John de Charlton/ of 



jW^llinStQiiy U^ Shfop^bire^ .in 1268» By the* -idar- 
riage 9! S,ir Jpha Qr^ji of-Noftbupbefflaiid^ vkh 

. J^n£|„ leldeat daughter of I^^rd Powys, (be baronj 
an4 casjtle passied into that family, and €<HitiBued 

,>v'ith th^ GrQjfs uqtil the reign of Qenry the Eigblh, 
liv^en the title b^me extincti. Sir William H^rbo-t^ 
second son.rof tba Earl of Pembroke, stpptma the 
nex.t Qjccupanty bis title being derived by a purcbaie, 
efii^ted soiQe time in tbe reign of Queen Etioabed]. 
This person was ancestor to the Mprquises of Powys. 
In tbe year. 1644 tbe castle ^as taken by Sir Thomas 
Myddleton, who suffered it to be .plundered^ ^sad 
compelled Lord Powys to compound with parlta* 
ment for his estates. The title became extinet, by 
failure of issue, in the year 1800, and was revived 
in the person of Edward, Lord CJive, now Earl of 
Powys^ brother.inJaw to the last earl of the former 
line. 

The approach to the castle is through a barbacan, 
advanced some distance from the citadel 9 but oon* 
nected with it by long curtain walls. There is less 
of the castle than the palace in the character of the 
defensive works. On the left of tbe great court is 
a detached building, of lat^r date than the castle, 
containing a picture gallery one hundred and seven- 
teen feet in length, hung witli choice paintings by 
the ancient masters, a painting in fresco, found in 
the ruins of Pompeii, and a portrait of Lord Clive, 
Governor General of India, executed by Danoe. In an 
adjoining apartment there is a moded.of an elephant, 

:^ wearing a <;oa| of mail, and supporting two Indians 
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oa kft.bfidc^ Tbfe ciiricntt f)fece -^f -workandmMj^ 
wli8«^fiMigltt frOBSibeJSiBfit I'n^^ 1^ L^fd GKte^' 
. The pri|icajMil'apaFtcn«iits are ^nteire^ br a d<>dif^ 
\i|irf> eoeiQfmnkatitig with ttri inner ciyairt. ^ Thi^ 
grand staircase ft adortfed^wtthaHegi^sl! pahKtifg^ 
f0fifO|^ini6iitary to l^ueea' Aline, by liati^rooti. ^be 
fo^QtBia in general posaeos .aai ai^ of gloom and bea^* 
9688, wfaicb is iocreaned by the fr^^ tfai^icnesft of ib^ 
aiasonryvby the pafDied ceilingt^ aiid the tapestried 
w^lls. . A gallery of sUJtisairy^^jsA antiques ruiii 
Aroiigb the second story, and is furnished also witb 
mxne family portraits. The state bedroom is onl^ 
remarkable for ike royal fashion here illustrated bf 
escioskig die bedstead by a railing, which could bt 
opened at pleasure, and admit die courtiers to a 
coQipersalion. It was considered a mark of great 
n^oct paid by Louis the Fourteenth to the Earf olP 
PortlUnd^ d^r ambassador, that he was admitted to 
ah 'atldiente not only in the king's chamber, but 
within the railing. 

Amongst the portraits of remarkable persons sus- 
pended here, is one of Roge^ Palmer, Earl of Castle- 
main^ who obtained his peerage in Charles the 
Second^s reign, through the influence > of his wife, 
the notorious Duehess of Cleveland. This extra- 
ordinary person was sent to Rome, by King James 
tb€ Second, to procure a pardon for heresy, and a 
refcoBcttiation between the dissevered churches. But 
his holiness, knowing the futility of such an attempt, 
whenever the ambassador approached was always 
s^tas^ \vith a violent fit of coughing. Palmer at 



l^i^^^lfmv wewryi^ dela^r, and 4itreat6id^ to lake 
his deparlitre> Us baliiiess ofasef red, ^* i^u^:me&he 
biul« comid' t« Ae reaol^iUuii of travelUii^, he would 
mc^mmwmi biin to sH out eaiiy in tb^ OEiorimg^ 
hf^tf kf o;ver ftit^^ue jsod ^e ^eSkcis of h«ttt> ho mi^ 
^iiictoiigor ^.heafltfa/' la an aUegorical paiotiog oo 
^emetai tiio ^st^it^ -^e dooghlers oif WilUaoi, secoad 
itm^lfm iot: P0Wfif 4ire J-epreteirted, o»e as Truth, a 
ieiK)A4 HI Virtue, audi |ji« diiid ^aa Wiscbm. TUa 
picture would uutbe wortk sdec^cHfr ffoiu amoi^at 
90 oiauy works of conspicuous merits if it were not 
for the portrait <rf,Lady Mary^ wiio appears as 
MinefVj)^ or the Goddess -of Wisdooi. Few fesid«s 
have act^d more singular parts on the great wtsnA of 
life, for some centuries, ^han this noble lady. At 
^rst^he engaged deeply in the Missisippi specidfttieii: 
f marriagis with the Pretender was next the objeei 
of her ambition : and litstiy, she passed into Asturisra 
ill search of gold, accompanied by another nobly 
born adventurer. 

The gardens consist of parallel terraces, ranged one 
below the other for a considerable depth, connected 
by broad flights of steps, and protected by balustrades 
decorated with vases and statues. The water-works 
and some other antiquated embellisfameutSy copied 
froni Bt. Germain en Large, have been totally obr 
literated. The library and the terraces of the hanging 
gardens command an extensive and delightful prosr 
pect, — the valley of Pool, a rich country watered by 
the Severn, is spread out in front, stretching aw«^ tii 
the beautiful chain of the Breiddyn hills, wher^ li^^^ 

H 
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lastTemnaat of. British liberty wa» r^nt asttnder by 
the surrender of the brave Caractacus. 

The summit of the same hill is now adorned by 
an obelisk, commemonitive of the glorious victory of 
Admiral Rodney over the French fleet in the West 
Indies, on the I2th day of April, 1782. 

Since ifae visit of Mr. Pennant to the demesne of 
W^lsh Pool, the castle has not only been put into a 
habitable condition, but even revived with all that 
reverence for antiquity uhich the amiable nationality 
of that elegant scholar and antiquary could 'desire. 
The park, now furnished with many and full grown 
foeest. trees, sweeps down the verdant brow of the 
Une- hill below the castle, to the very suburbs -of the 
town; and from the highest apex of the hill, at a 
spot marked out by an index, that is screened by 
embowering woods in the approach, a scene emn- 
mefnsurate to the greatness of the whole is unfolded 
to the eye, comprehending distant views of Snowdpn, 
Cadertldris, and the huge Plinlimmon. 
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An€ibnt saannerB are less oblitemted by ttee and the 
varying modes of life in North Wales, thai^ in mo6t 
of the other provinces of Britain. In this age ,of com- 
munication and intelligence, few willbe credulously 
eager to imagine that the inhabitants of any one part 
of our jlsland are materially distiaguishsed in their cha- 
racters from those of another : yet none can immerge 
themselves in this romantic country, without being 
struck by the superior modesty and simplicity of its 
flfthabttanits. Removed from active scenes of oommaciid 
Ufe, and from corrupting examples of seldsh pplendour, 
their minds seem sufficiently occupied in the limited 
'transactions of their own little world, without expe- 
trieiichig interniptioin from ioiy envious feeing at (he 
triuaipbs of the greater or more weakby. It is/rom 
tl^ peasantry, the national character of an agricultural 
district is naturally to be deduced ; and those of Cambria 
undoubtedly present an illustration of the* bappiest 
description. The poverty of the soil, scantiness of 
population, and great distance from populous towns, 
render Wales a residence unsuited to the agricultural 
capitalist. The land is subdivided into small portions, 
and amongst a considerable number of yeomen. Hence 
it arises, that the children of poverty are not frowned 
on by contempt, and the humbler classes do not acquire 
those envious and disreputable habits, by which, in 
other countries, they are too often tempted to resist the 
ostentations of the rich. Their manners are obliging 
without servOity, and plain without rijsticity ; their 
familiarity springs from kindness, not from disrespect > 
and they exhibit an independence the more to be ad- 
mired in proportion to its obviously natural growth. 
Our earliest annals inform us that the Cambrians 

h2 
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^'iv4Deiafpeo{>le tight and Active, and moore fierce tiuHI 
ritnttg:'^ i^ classes,, from the prinde t6 tiie feasmit^ 
<ivete .ctevoted to arms, -and. pnepared to give ia read^' 
venvioe al'thfifiiSBt.soinmoffis of the trumpet. Tbctr 
inilltaiiy ;S|)i3rit wfi» micoiifiDed^ afidlovie of their oouatir 
boundless. <The'profe88H>n of aians waarbfid hitsoinaioi 
estimation, -that to die In oncfs bed was deemed -dis- 
^isiceful,^ and thei field of batde hdd to be the only 
lionbumble gra^e. . . - . v* / .^-i ,,u 

/* Without a sign, nis sword the brave man draws. \^ . i 
And ttsks no omen bat his country's cause." • " * ' ' 

.TheiiTt armour copsi^^ied^of a.shonrooattQr n)»il,tj^>}i^ 
I^ti^^e]d9.^nd lion gir^ayea:* someliinets. <HUy. e^fio»m«f 
ftJvE^i^ Resiling to be ftee ftona^ alL un»e<?ei^ft«g^ i j»- 
^9;j9j;i^^a^6i9^i9 a^f^QB^ili^bicig forced inatiQbe^^tbropgii 
tJ^^jIf^V^^^^^ 4f s^t& .Their only d^f^nm^me9^p^m^ 
iW^f^fi^^ ssiTQrd, tbe spe|ir,;and the arroiw. . Tfa^i* MWfi 
g^i^r^e i^cpi^ifiaes focmeid: of interwoven twigB» mi4 thoiigh 
9ff,^)jg|>t<W^erifds .and rude workmanship, >vheQ']^pt 
jby.. s^. ^i?e^y , ariP ^dealt a deadjy wound* The msnyjpf 
J>f<9E)h.Wale^ w^ci^ moce deaaeroiis in^the managi^^liQlit 

^^;Jth/B ^P^r>,;Witit which they merc^lih0.d9%^<4rw 

n^ ; tb^ii; brethren of South Wales more ccH^picioOH^ 

ior tl^(;^r gr§a^ skill in ar<^hery. ,. .r J-, 

The dress in ^ioie of peaqe was simple. 004^ onopf^. 

3Thei)Q^en;^p]|e,isk. woollen garment ox coH arovindithe 

^bocjjff kept lheii[ lujijieiit eSiort over tto jears and^j^^, 

aind. rounded, evefy where so as not toobstruet tj|#r 

^gi|e. mpy^m^nts . in the woods and ^ Ijiickets^ ; I^ 4s ^t 

^ii;»praba|^ that they retain^ad a thick fsovfEjring ^f i^««r 

on the top of thebe^i like the glibo of the ancit^t 

Iri^h,.aka protection ags^M^ >^eather. The beard wivs 

shaven off, a mtista^hio op/ the ivppe:r lip. only b^ng 

|)IDe^erved. The, wo«»^aw(i>^ a. turban fold^ round Ifiie 

jbea^y jatid . rising: in f^cQr^^uI ^ tuft. Both sexes paid 

littie^re^pec^ to tbe,j^ptec^oQ of the feet, \>ismg aeldPiP 

^^supplied wi|)i;8lipppi8 or buskins, the mep oRly p*the 

, 4^;pf^att}e« The fiboe& worn on these ojocKisions^ weie 

^w^die of ^e dried skins of {^limaJs of tbe^ oha&ier wi^ 
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the hair turned ini/rafd^ and siibsequettfly of half-taoTO^ 
Imtber^aftaobttd to the iocftbfAtbmg orklclMtfof «he 
99900 f^ateria), after -the immner of a sandal. Both 
sesea are represented as ikying asing^iilar leg^ard to 
the beauty and whiteness <»r^tbeir -teeth, wliach they 
cleaned by the applioalion of theieave»and bavk of the 
iukzid, and alberwards rubbed wHb a)W<9oUen-eIotbi> - 
iManjr of these eutt^ois belong toj the miHtary chc»> 
riuKterof t^e sectent inhabitants^ anddisapfieared mth 
the extinction of the feudal system ; while othem^amf 
still be distii^ctly traced in the existing stati^ oj^ society. 
The flannel coia.(cr^sgw,laneH) is worn by min^r^during 
wQi^ing hours, and by the peasantry of the high dis- 
tricts in the rainy seasons. The. females petain the 
^U^sient dap, whieh they now surmount with' a bat, ih 
'ft manner both pleasing and peculiar. Their pi^ivie^iGd 

ffan^ent oonsists of a short bed-gown, iksteniSd rtHmd 
he ^ist with a girdle, in a smart a&d rather gm(%M 
i$tyte; and their stockings are after the oMeii fashiori, 
'that is, without feet, and held down by ft loopthitt 
'|)as8es round one of the toes ; these however are only 
'worn on working days ; entire hose of exeeHeht maritt- 
*iacttife sijicceed them upon holidays und occasions of 
^wss. The taut ^nsmbts ef a Wekh" pe^sanlgirl, while 
»lt eofrpeys an idea of primltiveness, and appears u^isely 
'^bli?ulieited to resist a cold and fickle climate, is nedt, 
pleasing, and picturesque, resembling noueh the eo^ 
tutne of the female peasants of the Tyrol; 

Hospitality has always been classed amongst the 
eharacteristics of an ancient Briton, and its genius is 
acknowledged to hold uninterrupted pos^eiision to the 
'present day. Here young Fleance fouilid a secure 
asylum ftx)m the murderous designs of ^e usurper 
Macbeth, and here his son, bom of a Cambrian princess, 
d#elt, until a desire to visit the land of his fatfaerif led 
Jiim to the ScottijA court, where he attained the highest 
tank, and became the ancestor of the royal line of Stuart. 

The Earl of Richmond (afterwards Henry the Seventh) 
^fbttttd a ehair at every (festive b<iard, and a couch in 
every hfjtl in Wales, while he was a Mrandeter, and n 
fugidve ; nor did these kindnesses originate in any in- 
ordinatis J^rospect of honour or of gaitf, most or the 



geittlttm^ii from Wales, who isabsequeiitty fouglit imder 
kk ^mutitat, h«niig dedlned the frat^I mtMn^tht^ 
(ifferk of reward. This domestic virtue is tttfll fotidly 
c^Tished here, and pracftised with all its prtethie 
beauty. There is less peosliarity in the B»>de of lititi^ 
tibamia other cireamstaiices connected with the nationiS^ 
character. The peasant seldom partakes of animal food^ 
cattle being feared for the landlcnrd's benefit e»^if8ivrely. 
Oateik bre^, milk, cheese, cords, and butter oonsiifQte 
t^ priUcijpal diet of the working classes. 

The ancient Welafa castles have been spoken of 
elsewhere, and a few mansions of the days gone by 
described ; it remain* sfiU to say something of* the cot^ 
tagesof the humye. Less ardiiteetural extemaiiy than 
tiio»e in England, but superior to the hut of the Irish 
labourer, the cottages of the poor are inferior to none 
in internal neatness and comfort. They are supplied 
with a vaHety of furniture, amongst which a clock, oak 
dresser, and se^U (settee), or pannelled sofa, are always 
to be found. The spinning wheel has disappeared since 
the introduction of machinery into the little woollen 
Stories erected on the rills amidst the mountains; and 
the brass pan for brewing ** cwrw ddi,'' presents its 
broad -bri^t disk beneath the dresser of every respect- 
able farm3iou^. 

, The Welsh are remarkable fer an extr^ne sagadity, 
shrewdness, and cunning in their little commercial 
transactions. They actually estimate genius by the 
number of success&l efforts to overreach, and e8te>^n 
the individiial who exhibits the greatest dexterity in 
this way, to be what the world nsimlly term '' a man of 
ability.'^ This (Nropefty does not extend to the middk 
«>r higher classes, who are no longer distinguished feoA 
the infaabttants of the adjacent counties by any pecu. 
liarity, b«l is a quality usually belonging to the p^a^ 
saaiay of all remote and's^arated socieUes. In the early 
agefi^of W^sh history many singular instances occurred 
<»f the ottick and acute repartee of chieftains, and dis- 
tingwiwied nien, both in the camp and at the courts 
V At the bfttde of Agi&court Dafydd Gam, the broths- 
in^w^o^^ Owen Glandwr, was despatdied by Kitig 
ii^nry t» reconnoitre and ascertain the probable nuifi- 



\m €l iIm enemy previous tQ the aetion. Upon: hi4: 
retura, the kittg inquired whether thece weveiifiit «o 
mtuiy P *' Sire/' replied Gam^ '* there are enough to 
laU^fenourii to he take» pri80iiers> and eootightarun 
away." Tbegraeeful rejection of a, peerage (an hoaovir 
recently confeirred upon hi» d^eendanta)* hy the^lo^i 
ancestor of the house of Mostyn, the reader wiU luxd 
intioduoed in the description of the veaeraUe baH.tnf 
that ancient family. Theire is yet another hra«e Com-^ 
brian, whose humour and. intrepidity in the. elei^enth 
hour, $Kf0d km life. Sir John CAven, of Cleneny> tcge- 
ther with the Lords Goring, Loughborough, Capel, and 
Holland, being: condemned to exile by the pariiam«rt, 
wene shut up at first in Windsor Castle ; but, after the 
execution of their royal ma^sr, sanguinary measures 
were resolved upon. Holland, Capel, Goring, and 
Sic John being again put upon their trial, the brave 
loyalist evinced a courage worthy of his country. He 
told his judges " that he was a plain gentleman of 
Wales, who bad been always taught to obey the king ; 
that be had served him honestly during the war, and 
finding many honest men endeavour to raise foreei^ 
whereby they might get him out of prison, he did tbe 
like;^ and concluded by signifying " that he did not 
care much what they resolved concerning him.'' Ulti* 
mately he was condemned to lose his head : for which, 
with much humour and singular boldness, he made 
the court a low reverence, and gave it his humUe 
thanks. Being asked the meaning of such acknow^ 
ledg^nent, he replied, in a loud voice, " that he cotih 
sidered it a great honour to a poor gentleman in Wales 
to lose kUkead in company with such noble lords ; for,." 
3aid he, with an oath, " I was afraid they would have 
handled me.'' This extraordinary and cbunliess reply 
procured for the brave loyalist the continuance of his 
head in its original poaition, until it reclined on its last 
|hUow in an honoucable.ftdd age; for, Ireton forthwith 
became bis advocate with the parliament^ saying, *' that 
there was one person, lor whom no one apokea word ;' 
avd therefore cequested t^at he might be )9aved by the 
sole^ motive and goodness of the house." JVtercy.waa, 
in ecHBMieqttence, extended lo bim^ eiid,.jarier ix Ml 
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n|«iMlM(im|HfiM)Qiie«v he wM iteluied to^tiMt lOieiq^ 
o£ i«4ii^ 4h^ bftd froynid JbteMll aDwboKiFfiiig. 

tb^ ^^Mtd-'iiUi tb#ir ^wm <xf rlnloiie, «ftd ia tbmm 

Thiftfplril isk^sttU too-wniidfdsAinecl.tlmiigH^the {niii^^ 
ci|Mdit)r» >it4io)ift|iptty «BUBttb^>«D|9l.feetin^iiiifo>dpe*"' 
mtioD» 4aid' 0|^9 it dooir l».idtey- Hi nibkfa acnie'sv^i 
foRodnnMui^bii^g^ly to enlne^ Bvt thfi&oHififi Aufcuuin i 
ifii4K)t tQ'be imp^aiifbed tefiUMMf tbcmiUion fitadaoMm^ 
QfttUin^i ihte'lbilowBi atfe.to.be ifoimaii.in ti«s#y >iiliiil&/< 
T4i^a«|]M:bis^i:m9^'wb<^r^rigt8 iibeoonsfefttBDCfft*faii> 
Htigi0Q$(dk^Miaitian> adda^ tbot *' ar tbere wttnr>iibtrai^^ 
bMtof,:tftiaK;tbe arowt of ibis* ooeirtyynieiv aa. a i efth g r i 
^^ttiJthflriQaiky "better dmi«dM best.^ .» .v m^s "; 

j^TJBie.l^ciiiqB <af*^ the iWiESsb .stas. at aa reaely^penoiS * 
dMctttd mAoiAi raticnaal cbAnaeL TbejDosI' ibniileiiti ^ 
foTfaatend .abttity : were/ioduoed to Adopt tbd ^ Hijiuak ni; 
ogbai!idAef>oetici»Laterifiiii andtbtt cmie^of omd eafeetband* t 
atbinfltteaotsOTar iba dMiiniesoftha.auullDn'lior jiianyii 
ages. Tbeir talents were employed in.'pDeann^kigi.tiiBii 
gcaedogids o€i)faistiiQuafaaMlies> cdobcatingitbeipraules 
ofdHMfB^iitedmeofdsiigrentedc^^ gknrknia^eBiB^^ 

iXhe oowtitnlnoD of basdism ib oomJ: with tbe dngMi 
o6fW^ryi Tbe<jiti8ek^ Roniait;aad€eitiO)iiatlaitt.lHpii>'. 
theiri ^f^elii . aiid .tvottbadoOin* Olid ' tbe - BoaaefaMri^^ 
iiiirantiidtiiBlp £arope a Mpedes of baxd e^lfd fioaldsvoor^^ 
pofiUbm af faiif^iiago. These iv«te bdd ivt tbe higbaH . 
estimttfebndn fdlcooatries : they reoeiyed libtoal rB^aMs* : 
fQntbei]> poetic conpontions; attended tbe^ festivak; -of / 
heraledbi^llaitis, acootapaniod. theai to tbe fiekL 6f 
baltlet^rADdi sang' iheir -fietorioua pmiaes, or mouiBad' . 
o¥»^^lbflii^Btijtteiy falL'/rbe\BrttMi;bi^ 
aicottiiibiitioiMil f^KpendageDf ibo Ib'aidlcai - hie r a r oby ». 
a»d nponrtbetesEtioolkm^ tbal deteati^de worabui, wetm . 
preaepradv ina nev.rand cif illoniK« feoMi tAusAa^r^mfm^iry 
aodmiiaioJtbQafpreiMdlbigl predileotMmaiitsrBaaad, pikt^ 
hMm by .a» ioi^tcoontt wHb ^tba i&ofodiiMMriait sc^lda» 

.iHf eiibpoels^ abotfndb an.allilttffatiioby vrbkh ifei;also« ) 
cl^tiaolnqgtiorofiMaMiwr aQOf^i^^nAmhy^indmmhmBilknn 
mwg^hemMfflBia Tbe po»oi{ of H banLvMibaMaatedi^i : 



even slight^ onpap^oir bind w4^ to pigr Mf etic-or te^' 
ofcwBK MWi , AMnribcMNgtiiqiiiirediaaid-tweiity ^pefii^'^ ^llle 
iMWikf f If ofiayliMMi.iraBrtGrygy one hundred Midi <D^^^ 
soMMvaf' Tiie» e ifam dtiic^wgrg«|nbled tbos^ fdat^ngtoi ' 
iiiMryaT4]3aapiiof|ver8(iff»iaIi«iaod>wb 
aonal of Bai39rile||ttno fl9li)eii>sr ittte «&rtatebf »b*nl^iet«a • 
fcH»<|b6 pnbl^' fiMiMi('aiid<in tiiitts .6f imHowal di$tre«8. 
ISiKoiiiHirs'of Ike n^yal^lioa^eiidti.^boith ia WiJes and- 
Iiidbwiv<iet (tfais' i^Bbd;<€dnsiBtsd' of W tovii^v muiriciaiiv 
snilbpq&grfiiiaiad^'jtiid/'baiitsauai. ' To* iin itiienfotfnie' 
wJ^(fhevin«ii amllkwi^ Ifiuaxibl^ die introdoctiotl'of * 
t)mikaB^tia^<lttaihnl^ 'TIm iW^lsb;^ «o late atffitt^ Hub - 
e)[pisdthiceidiiryi'Htorefad(ajHt6mi9d^tO'.pa88iO'i^ : 

kiBf^iioiii,iaii(ftrtfaere':receiveclnB|itMirm ^ tte batdto' 
profession. GryifyddlipCy9ia0yk^tig«ofWalws,in<l)OT9>v^ 
*' doneght over iedttss^ Ifeknd^ di viirs «nnliing'iivii$idtiis 
nitB»mEdes^<fnii]f wboid iB^derlved in a^ man&er iedli'ilfe * 
hmnaKntpLl ttittme that » Dour th«r<?.iised^ iid*spu < 
pteRtb^sr wiil igiy the bobkea wvitteft of tbeMtne^ fi^ ' 
al^.hy tlieriittiies of -tbe' tttiieb «nd ^Bieosoves used^^^ 
aBttnigTithtHR^ this daie/* - " 

s^^iifii^ledtiOD' laf ^bftfds todc> plaee antiaaM^»>: at ati j 
asB&mbi^r iof the wineea and emaftaiDr<>l tAfts iMBtmaii; 
Rwi^edeiids, 4knoluineiU>«^and faonoare, nriiabletiD th^r 
wJiytcahrB^jnerite^ <re>e ttww aaaigiaed to each. The 
xmiBtiBMnitoiiods «tasi8oienni]y ciownidd on^tfaeBardie^ 
thorDH^'aHd firastitatjeii, as a loiken of hts pneeminent . 
gimlBiiivitb a-siltret ohair. Tins congieBS was osmlly . 
h^datfr eiDe-of the thvee royal restdeneesofiftiepnBoeB of 
TV^le^thesovedeif^ himself pie^d4ii|^ on tlia occaMon* 

MJ^aUtainttfodttedbri of Jtheiiarp, Orylfyddv deleiv : 
idiiieduto<^6Blniiii the inoidiilwte vanity of tbebaida, 
aii|d^to£ lenedeA ^beorcter. He enaoted laws for their 
futan^govenuBMit, ike iMvari^ of vteh is' a avUficirait ^ 
iisdtoation ef the fieeesslty of their iniititotion* Amongst r 
th|B'fieaskies was one (^^ much eppavem:iianlrin|v^ ] 
*'lf 1^ .iRimdit^ o^ended^m wyrjD^liM fof ilied imtaneeB^;! 
'e^ia^'wua^ waa appointed an ^ffioerof jaatke/in siids 
casey^iaitkdiiitrCy^tO'arMA^uid wftkt discaRelipiial^iMi. 
niriiMffnt^ atnlaiathority to.geige wpoa larklttemr yqipeiy ) 
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lalioos^aodtbe nuspicesof aneolighteDed prince^ xespept 
for the order was reestablished^ and eminent minstrels 
^gain flourished both in North and South Wales. 

In the year 1 176 the merits and genius of the bards 
of North and South Wales were displayed in the Hall 
of Rhys ap Gryffydd^ a prince of South Wa]es> at the 
oastle of Aberteivi. This hospitable lord held a Chri$(^. 
Qoas reyel here in this year, to which he invited soB9ie. 
hundred persons^ including the Norman and Saxoa 
nobility. These he entertained with much honour and 
courtesy, and amused by feats of arms, field sport9j 
and other diversions suited to the magnificence of th^ 
occasion. To these was added a contest between th^. 
bards from all parts of ancient Britain. The guesta 
being assembled in thq great Hall, and the bards being 
introduced, the prince directed them to give proof of 
their skill by answering each other in extemporaneous 
rhythmic effusions, proposing rich rewards to such as 
should be adjudged deserving of them by the noble 
assemblage of judges. In this contest the bards of 
North Wales obtained the victory, with the applause^ 
of all : and amongst the harpers or musicians^ betwefai 
whom a similar c<mtention took place, the prince's own 
;;^retainers were acknowledged the most skilful. 

The fascinating occupations of bard and minstrel 
continued in the highest admiration with their country^ 
men> soothing their wild spirit in days of peace, and 
awaking their ardour in moments of danger. One of 
the wisest of the ancient Greeks thought that poetry 
efieminated the state, and advised the expulsion of its 
votaries ; King Edward on the other hand believed that 
it arou^ed and inspired a love of liberty, and adopted, 
in consequence, the cruel policy of cutting off its pro* 
fessors. The tradition cnrr^t in Wales is that he 
ordered every bard who fell into his power to be im* 
BAediately assassinated, an event, whetner true or false, 
now immortalized in th^ exquisite ode by Gray com* 
mencing with these bold Pindaric lines : 

" Ram seize ttiee, ruthless king, 
Confasion on thy banners wait." 

Whether the bards were actually assassinated ip this 
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ooldilAdoded manner, or only suppressed with circuth.' 
stances of agm^vated cruelty^ the .order appears to 
have heen totally dissolved, and the muse of Cambria 
to have taken shelter in the mountain caves for ages 
subsequent. Daring the successful insurrection of 
Glandwr poetry once more cfescended from the hills 
and basked in the few sunny rays that for a short 
while beamed upon freedom. Amongst the minstrels 
Who stog in the halls of Glandurdwy was lolo Gocb^ 
who celebrated in lofty strains the prudence and pa- 
triotism of his master. The storm that excited a mar- 
tial spirit in the followers of the houses of York and 
Lancaster, laid the genius of Cambrian poetry. If at 
any time its voice was heard, it was either in sorrow at 
the miseries of the present, or in obscure prophecy of 
what was yet to come. 

The reign of Henry the Seventh, as might naturally 
have heen expected, was one of brighter hopes and 
more unrestricted freedom, than any Wales had wit* 
nessed since the extinction of her native princes. A 
new description of bard now arose, less venerated, less 
connected with that mysterious origin to which their 
ilredecessors were referred, and undistinguished, except 
by their effusions, from other classes of society. Of 
mis new class of minstrels, the days of chivalry over, 
the chief duties were to celebrate the hospitality and 
^vale virtues of their patrons, in whose halls they were 
maintained, and upon whose decease it became their 
melancholy task to compose a funeral song, to be recited 
* VQ the presence of the surviving relatives hfADaieeinietd, 
' Regular bardic assemblies, convened by royal au- 
thority, were discontinued after the reign of Elizabeth. 
This illustrious queen issued a precept for holding a 
royal Eisteddfod on the !^th May, 1568. The document 
is still preserved in the family, of Mostyn, whose ances- 
tors are named therein, with other gentlemen of ran!c 
and property in the principality. The objects of such 
meetings, as well as the distinctive character attached 
to the bardic order, may be easily collected from the 
following passage extracted from the royal commission. 
" Whereas it is come to the knowledge of the Lorde 
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m^i/^mi 994 olber our QCiinuiell ciif.^be«Af«arptifi3'^fff* 
W«l)i^ ib^A^agmnt and idle* perapn^ otimH)g 4h#W 
lielvc^ jpi^iiifiUQU^njtbmira^ and bftrtbesj ^krQ Ifit^lif git^iril 
|f» 8uch aa imoleraUe pnqlUtude.wi^m tbe '^cJ^lKHt 
^4%:Qf Nortb Wales^ (bitt iwH f^nlygfatl^Q^epia^ 
Qther^, by their ftbanl^l09s dis(M:def<9y are oA^miiB^v 
fii^uieted m tbeir b^bita^oosv but ^teo. thi» exfteyft 
piestrek and musiciaiis in tow^i.^^d country, ifi^i^n^ 
muK^ discouraged to ti;avfMl iijiibe exeicdae qM pi^HQ^ 
tis? of their knowiodge : and also not a IKUe ,hi»d«ri9d 
iM.ibeir Uving aad^.pr€lferl^«l%t9i'^^c* At tbi^ a^fitrnf 
l^iftge. called hy dif^ptioa 4»f.>iibiA pneisept se^ireiil^en 
poetical baiids w^re pre8eQt> and thirty.^igbc of their 
i|3fUsioal brethren; William Uyn waa adwne4>to <be 
degree of Peneerdd or doctor^ and three otb^r^ I9 the 
i^k of masters/of the art of poetry. The jmzer9m$ 
awarded to Sion ap WiUionn.ap.Sian*. CAevwyi^j in 
Flintshire, was the place cbosea for the cdebirati)()«f ^ 
]Sisledd£;>dau^ in la/ter year^, i^iviog once be«n tk» jfe^yal 
residence of Llewellyn* but. the more ancient bardite 
.^iseemblies i^ra iconiceaaed at AJi>erffraw, in the palnlQie 
of the princes pf Gvrynedd ; Dinefawr, the aoUe ^eaittk 
of thelprdsKE^ Sopth Wales; and Matbrafe}|'th«»/my4l 
pdac^ of tbe cbids <^ Powidand^ 

There is : reason t^ believe, that an Eisteddfod vaa 
also held between the j^ears 1569 and ld80« but A^ 
place of assetnblaj^e loid other eircumsianees respeotifig 
it are ttnkttj>f¥n« la fourth Wales, however, meeitings 
of this deseifiptioi^ continued to be called under & 
iluspioeB of thie £arl of Pembroke and Sir Rkhttcd 
NeviUe> ta which must be added the most memonth)# 
of all ac Bewpyr Casde> A* D- 163 1« undertht patron*^ 
Ikge of Sir Ricbaed Bassett 

. From thes^last mentipded dates poetry, music, and 
evety species of Cambnan Ul»rature hastened rapidly 
tio decay, nor were any efforts made to arrest .theic 
deolitie» and re-string the Jyffe» until the year 177i, 
AtJtlue.peridd societieB were fofmedin London for the 
mttoratioo; oi tbe Welsh teneij^^ to its fosmef pufity^ 
and ithe ien^ouragement of Wdsn Itterature^ generally.. 
T|ie.i€r^yiiedd^;ipn eoeiety extend their patronage to 



i^ittiflApMLiilft bf Nottb Wttles. The Cjmiirocl6H<Mi to 
F^ys^^ticTtlMose of Dy AM and Gwent to South Wales'! 
ITli^^ ttifa nalknal patronage Bisteddfodaa i¥ere again 
riMlorM onth^l8th of July, 18t9, at Caermafthen, ^en 
ih^BUibop ef St DaticPs presided. In the fbllowing 
yettt* W moetidg was held at Wr^ham tinder the presi- 
timtff i^ Sir W. W. Wynne, and baidic festivals and 
itfei^irV ttMitlMs were held ait the respective places of 
«MiH n piinge of the other societies. These meetings, 
ht»wl^en a^- inferior in splendour of attractions imd 
^ffMk6 interest to the triennial assiemblies now perma- 
fieMJy 4MabK«hed in the principality. The (irst of these 
wai^'h(»ld «L£ Brecon in 1836, Lord Rodney pretddent^ 
Ifa^ sUcMd at Denbigh in the year 1828, where Sir B. 
iif69iyn><BiM. presided, and the third at Beacrmarlsin 
iM2, tind^the aixspicee of Sir R. B. Wi Butkley, BMPt» 
C'T^'Vdligionof North Wdes is thiit of the este^b^ 
ksbiMl' «b«teh, but the inhabltatit^ manilbst' a re* 
iailtkaUiei Independence in this respect as' well »^ Ifi 
iMnviother, and pursue thos^ views of religious suhjects 
«i^vM| each one's consciendo dictates. The paH^h ehulftfb 
is not deserted, but a ehapel, built by contrlbniors ^ 
(he botiiblest class, is found in every hamlet, and th6 
quick succession of itinerant preachers appears to attract 
a^iflioi^ lively attention to the solemn waitings of the 
fsttlpil, tb«n the Instruction of any one pastor urged 
Hfsteh Cfveftso-isiHcb ability and zeftl. The dissenters and 
dif^Uted intoiAany classes, Methodists and' Clblvinists 
and the most nnmerous; ainongst the othere the sect 
balkd * Jumpers,^' whose peculiar tenets bad once too 
strong* a h(^d on the feelings of tbe people, have de- 
oreacie^ in notnbeis, atid alMAidoned triose wild spectu 
lations which the rational pc»tvdn of society are stiH 
hioredtt)c«i8 aa u>^heir e^erhii^^lng' practised, i/nyinff 
addethe consideration of sec«», sill eiasses of the Wtk£ 
iM»'deeply imbued with a teligions foeKng. Gburbhes 
and meeting-houses are weU 4eittended; every adu^omi 
«6ad hiS! bible in the native tongue, tcn^ whenn pihl^ib 
platAofwcniship is Either whi^ly^mintiiig;', ^ toaremoce^ 
junisrer tmeetinj^ ahs held with r^guiority ineaeh cth^r'^ 
ootta9»y .witere, aJter the sokmn feadingfoftttie^itluri^})!, 
the little congregation conclude their act of adoration 
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.with H S9i6i^ hymsx to Godwin whieh ail preB^Bt^iioth 
old Mid ycruDgt iinite tbeir vaoicesi 

It is aixu^ter of soma ^unprtae that a people of so 
much sincerity in religion should still be slaves to su- 
perstition. But probably the scditude aud silenee of 
the glens they dwell in contiibuie to increase a ieehng^ 
whid^-is unifoimly found diflfused through aU remote 
and mountfunous oountries. Amcmgst the most inter- 
esting of these relios of anci^t times> conneeted irith 
religion is the renisarkable care and attention paid to 
the grave-stones and fun^f^ honours of their deceased 
connexions* The cemetery is the public walk of erei^ 
hamlet, and the affection borne to & brother when living 
seems to r($nder even a bright verdare on his grave « 
grateful prospect In the custom of strewing the gmves 
of defkarted ipiends with flowers and evergreens thefe 
is Sjomethiug which touches the feeling heart It is a 
tribute of affection, a pc^humous recollection of :a 
.mo^t impressive character* To live in the remem- 
branCfC of those we loved '* when* we go hence, ^aiid 
.■are no more se^o/' is a natuml wish; a wish itn- 
plc^nted in our souls by that Being, who willed that we 
should be social creatures, and gave us; all the kind 
^ffeciUoiis of oiir nature. This custom boiats 41 high 
antiquit^y* it is fojond among the superstitions of pagan 
Ilome, wher^, during the month of February; the 
femMa pr honouiss paid to the manes of departed souis 
wece performed. Scattering of fiowers and odoriferons 
plants constituted a chief part of the ceremony. The 
custom is now confined to a few parts of Eavoifiie, 
Irelandy Wales^ and the Cathcdic cantoi^ of Swdlzer. 
land. In the last of these an iron cross is platted 
upright, from which a bowl, containing holy water, is 
.suspended, with which the passers-by sprmkle the 
graves of the deceased on their way to ehuscfa. 

A bdi^ in the existence and mischievons propensities 
of the f%iry tribe was formeiiy mnoi^ the chief euper- 
stitions. These troublesome elves were supposed *to 
milk, the cows at night, to check them from yiddiipg 
milk at morni and prevent the butter from foiming >in 
the cbnrn. They changed the infant kfl in the crime, 
during the sleep or absence of its nurse, and performed 
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mittiyfOtkeraets peevi8h> eiiTtoufi, and urick^Mi. But the 
exploits of this pigmy race are not peculiar te Wales, 
ao'r was'tbeir exutenee as conMently believed iiei^e at 
aay period as it still is in other eoantrie^. One specie 
peonliarly Welsh, are called knockers, from their con- 
tinued knodEing or hammering under ground. This 
notee. isoilen heard by minc^, and is inTartably said 
10 dIsooTer to the miner a nch lead of ore. Tiinere is 
bIso a deep rqaring of the «ea, which is believed to be 
a forsivwming of some dire calamity. The inhabitants 
of I^addndno heard this ^tmnge noise immediately pre- 
YHMfts to the meluicfady wredc of the Hornby Castle, 
and many other instances of remoter dates could be 
adduced in support of this superstitious notion. Some- 
tijQaes also a warning light is seen to shine out before a 
traireller, and conduct him in the precise direction of his 
jourliey, dtstingui^ed from jadc-o'-.tfae-laatliom in this 
respect, that t^ latter crodly '' lures us to our doom." 
. ^However rain and obsolete most of' these phantoms 
jenay now be considered, some curious itocies are still 
•entertained by the simpler part of the population. A 
atory is often propagated through the parisn of a futieral 
«pr0cesmon hflLving passed along in a particular direc- 
tioti, without the aid of horses or t»earers. Carriages, 
withput homes, are said to have been seen and heard 
iK>lling along the road or round the village cro^s, the 
coachman* passengers^ and all other circumstances 
betngdisposed as usual ; and, many similar tales, obtain 
a ' ready credence amongst the peasantry in seveml 
parts of North Wales even at the present period. 

.In the fiestivities of the wedding-day much gaiety 
.and mirth prevail. The bridegroom having the mides- 
maid on bis arm, and the bride l(^ning upon the 
bridesman, followed by a number of bidden guests, 
present themselves at tbecfaurch door, where the order of 
the procession is reversed before proceeding to the altar. 
Afl^ the ceremony the whole party, in rank and tie, 
and headed by the happy pair« wa&, as it is called, in 
p«ocession through the village, until the hour of dinner. 
This entertainment is usually provided at the home of 
the bride^ &mily, and if the parties be sufficiently 
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Wealthy, is sapplied at tbeir expense, but, if otherwise, 
each guest contributes a subscription proportionate to 
his means. A fortnight afterwards an evening party 
assembles at the house of some friend of the husbeoid ; 
amongst the poorer peasantry, it is usual for every 
neighbour to attend, and upon entering lay down his 
contributioa ton the tea4able. The night is then pro* 
longed in mirth and good humour, the merry <kaice 
being generally kept up till daylight to the soft and 
genUe measures of the national lyre. 

Fairs, which are very numerous, are attended by both 
sexes. Cattle are bought and sold in the early part of 
the day, pedlery, hardware, &c. continue to be exhibited 
during tne remainder, and in the afternoon every cot- 
tage fo)r miles around sends forth some happy, well 
diessed votary of mirth to participate in the festivities 
of the eveailig. The partiality for attending fairs is 
very- remarkable, even the necessitous postpone the 
reception of little sums, to which by labour ttiey have 
become entitled, to the succeeding fair-day, contem- 
plating the pleasure of meeting their friends, from whom 
they were separated by occupation or inconvenience 
of distance. The frequency of these fairs, so many 
- scenes of cheerful association — the number of annual, 
quarterly, and even weekly meetings amongst the 
religious of different sects — ^the amusements enjoyed at 
allotted festivals common to other countries — afford 
such frequent opportunities of an intercourse tending 
to alleviate anxiety and care, as, coupled with the agri. 
cultural distribution alreadv adverted to, will sustain 
the justice of the conclusion, that the Welsh peasantry 
may be esteemed the most comfortable, happy, and 
independent in the British i^ands. 



THE END. 
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